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Abstract

Djedefre was Pharaoh during the 4th Dynasty of the Old Kingdom in Ancient Egypt, commonly known as the son and successor to the Pharaoh Khufu, the Pharaoh that constructed the Great Pyramid of Giza, as well as being the owner of the lost pyramid at Abu Rawash. His pyramid is well known for being unfinished upon his death and therefore never completed, or it was destroyed later on after his reign. Using what we have access to in the remains of this pyramid some experts have come to different conclusions about this structure than others and has therefore led to some heated debate as to the structures purpose, including the question of what this structure is as some academics believe that this may not have even been a pyramid at all (Nordland, R. 2008). It is with the information that I have access to of the architecture of this particular structure that I will be using in order discover the true purpose and identity of this structure, and address these theories critically and accurately.
Due to the architecture of this structure, most experts agree that from what is left of the structure would suggest that it is indeed a pyramid and not a solar temple (CyberScribe 178, 2010), however, that does not mean that this particular theory has not been useful for us, as it points out how strong a solar connection this pyramid has, more so than any other pyramid to date. After exploring all of the solar connections that can be found within the remains of this pyramid, it leads us to what I consider to be the most likely of all the theories that I have explored. This particular theory is that Djedefre chose the site of Abu Rawash for the site of his pyramid due to his connection to the solar cult, which grew in power during his reign. The solar cult centre was found at the site of Heliopolis, which gives us good ground to suggest that Djedefre built his pyramid at Abu Rawash in order to be as close to the cult centre at Heliopolis as he possibly could. While the site of Abu Rawash itself was located upon a very high hill, meaning that although this pyramid wouldn’t have been close to being the tallest of the pyramids of Egypt, it may well have been the one that reached the highest in the sky, creating a point as close to the sun as he possibly can. With all of these details lining up it only seems logical to conclude that the decision for the location of his pyramid at Abu Rawash was due to Djedefre’s links to the solar cult and that this was the location in which he could best honour Ra.

Introduction

The reason or reasons as to the location for the pyramid of Djedefre has long been debated by the academic community with many a theory floating around, such as Dobrev’s Solar temple theory (Nordland, R. 2008), yet no solid answer as of yet. Experts have long been trying to fill in the gaps in history, yet there are some that remain a mystery even today, and it is one of these mysteries that I am addressing in my research. Djedefre was Pharaoh during the 4th Dynasty of the Old Kingdom and the son of Khufu, the Pharaoh who constructed the Great Pyramid of Giza. Where the rest of Djedefre’s family chose to construct their pyramids on the Giza plateau, Djedefre did not, instead choosing to construct his pyramid 5 miles north of the Giza plateau at the site of Abu Rawash. It is why he chose this site that is still not understood and a rather contentious topic among the academic community, and it is this question that I seek to engage with in this paper.
There are a number of different theories upon this topic, from religion to murder and betrayal. It is clear that many of these theories are not quite what you would expect to find due to their rather outlandish nature, however, they do say that life is stranger than fiction. There are numerous academics that have worked upon this topic, however, as of yet there has not been any work done on bringing each of their individual work and theories together along with the facts that we have access to. I will be using the work of all of the academics who have worked on this topic in order to debunk some of these theories in an attempt to help bring us closer to the truth behind this question.


Literature Review

Kingship:

To begin to understand the whole concept of kingship and pyramid building within ancient Egypt, it is important to be aware of who the king is, or rather who the king was perceived to have been. To call someone the king in ancient Egypt you would not merely be saying that this person is in charge, rather this person is a god in human form. As the pharaoh was considered to be the human incarnation of Horus and the son of Ra, this meant that his rule was in fact divine and therefore could not be questioned. This along with the belief that only the pharaoh possessed the ability to commune with the gods meant that the hierarchy within ancient Egypt was strengthened.
Society in ancient Egypt has often been likened to that of a stratified pyramid, with the pharaoh at the apex, whilst the mere peasants resided upon the base of the pyramid, and those higher in the pyramid receiving their power from their close connection to the pharaoh. Those that resided within the lower tiers of society would never dare to oppose the kings rule out of fear of punishment, not from the pharaoh, but rather from the gods themselves, ‘because of the kings divine nature, mere mortals could not touch him or his accoutrements without proper preparation or permission, lest they be destroyed. Rawer had inadvertently touched King Teti’s sceptre, and the king then had to recite spells and rituals over Rawer to save him from certain destruction’ (Ikram S, 2010, pp. 169). This shows us that it would in fact be the gods that would inflict the punishment upon those who have committed the wrongdoings, and that the pharaoh would actually be the only one that could potentially prevent the punishment, painting the pharaoh himself in a very good light, as the protector rather that the punisher.
Over the course of history fluctuations with the ancient Egyptian state and kingship were a very common thing, contrary to popular belief. The ancient Egyptians were very open to change and did so very often, usually with the crowning of a new pharaoh, and with the bureaucratic system transforming so regularly, especially when it came to foreign affairs, it showed the ancient Egyptians willingness to change and their ability to evolve as a country. But as much as the state and kingship altered over time, the one position that always remained relatively the same was that of the pharaoh, as throughout all the change, the pharaoh remained to be the human form of Horus, and a divine being. 

Djedefre                                                                                     [image: C:\Users\Harry\Documents\UWTSD\Year 3\Dissertation\SCALA_ARCHIVES_1039931594.jpg]

Djedefre, also known as Redjedef (meaning “Enduring like Ra”) was the third king of the 4th Dynasty of Ancient Egypt during the Old Kingdom and the son of Khufu, the builder of the Great Pyramid of Giza. Djedefre was the second eldest son of Khufu, born from a secondary queen. His eldest brother Kawab, who was the original crowned prince, and successor of their father Khufu seemingly passed away before Khufu did, therefore resulting in Djedefre taking the throne upon the death of his father. After Khufu had passed away Djedefre married his brother Kawab’s widow Hetepheres II and became the king. It is possible however, that as Djedefre came from a secondary line of the royal family he may have had to usurp the kingship.
As well as being married to Hetepheres II Djedefre also married Khentetka, and is believed to have had at least four sons and at least one daughter, ‘He was also married to Khentetka and had at least four sons: Setka (who may have ruled briefly after his father’s death) Nikaudjedefre, Baka and Hornit and one daughter: Neferhetepes (who was the wife of Userkaf and the mother of Sahure and may have been the mother of Neferirkare)’ (Hill, J. 2010). He was succeeded by his younger half-brother Khafre upon his death.
Djedefre was the very first pharaoh to use the royal title “Son of Ra”, which although did not get used regularly shortly after Djedefre’s reign, this title would be embraced completely by kings in the 5th Dynasty, when there was more of a focus upon the sun god, ‘Djedefre was the first to use the epithet ‘son of the god Ra’ and to incorporate the name Ra into his own’ (Shaw, I. 2003. Pp. 90). Much of the history that we find out about Djedefre is from the remains of his pyramid at Abu Rawash, and appears to be constantly changing the more we find out about him, leading to a lot of confusion among historians. It appears that the more that we find out about Djedefre, the more questions we have and the less understanding we have. One particular example of the confusion surrounding Djedefre is in relation to the length of his reign, as this is a topic that is still very unclear to this day. The Turing King List credits him with a reign of 8 years, however, there is a record of his 11th cattle count that was found on the underside of one of the roofing blocks covering his father Khufu’s boat pits, with Miroslav Verner, an Egyptologist from the Czech Republic notes that the inscriptions show either his throne name or his Golden Horus name, ‘Miroslav Verner notes that in the work crew's mason marks and inscriptions, "either Djedefre's throne name or his Golden Horus name occur exclusively."’ (Verner, 2001. Pp. 375). This means that it is likely that he ruled for at least 11 years assuming that the cattle count was annual, with some experts even suggesting that cattle counts may have actually been bi annual, meaning that his reign could have been as long as 22 years, however, the shorter 11 year reign is more widely supported by academics and is much more likely due to the relatively few records and monuments of Djedefre which you would expect to see in a longer reign, ‘Djedefre likely ruled Egypt for a minimum of eleven years if the cattle count was annual or 21 years if it was biannual’ (Verner, 2001. Pp. 375). However as Verner suggests it is much more likely that it was closer to eleven years, "the relatively few monuments and records left by Djedefra do not seem to favour a very long reign" for this king’ (Verner, 2001. Pp. 375).
There has been solid evidence found suggesting that the solar cult grew in power exponentially during Djedefre’s reign, ‘there is concrete evidence that the solar cult grew in power during his reign’ (Hill, J. 2010). This is all in line with Djedefre having a somewhat religious departure from that of the rest of his family, as can be seen with his strong connection to the solar cult, including certain elements of his pyramid as well as his choice to adopt the name “Son of Ra”, ‘we find evidence that Djedefre certainly had a religious departure from his family. His pyramid has a number of elements that seem to revert to earlier times, while his adoption of a "son of Re" name also suggests religious deviations signalling many things to come’ (Dunn, J. n.d.).
One popular theory is that Djedefre usurped the throne by either murdering, or having someone murder his older half-brother Kawab, and then claiming the throne for himself. It has also been suggested that not only did Djedefre murder his own brother, but he was then in turn murdered by his younger brother Khafre out of revenge. The people that believe or have believed this theory have used it as a form of explanation for the reason for the location of Djedefre’s pyramid at Abu Rawash, the young death of Kawab, Djedefre’s religious departure from that of his family as well as the decrepit state of Djedefre’s pyramid, ‘most of these assumptions are based on matters surrounding Djedefre's pyramid at Abu Rawash. Its location alone, abandoning the pyramid field at Giza for Abu Rawash, seems to indicate some sort of split within the family’ (Dunn, J. n.d.). This suggests that not only was Djedefre murdered out of revenge, but his pyramid was also destroyed out of revenge. Although there appears to be much detail to theories such as this, unfortunately there is very little evidence and is mostly guesswork, trying to assemble the many pieces to this particularly large puzzle. So while this cannot be proved right, it also certainly cannot be proved wrong, showing us just how confusing our view of Djedefre really is, and how little we truly know of him.


Pyramid of Djedefre
[image: Pyramid of Djedefre at Abu Rawash]
The pyramid of Djedefre, or the lost pyramid as it is commonly referred to as is located at the site of Abu Rawash, which is around 5 miles or 8 kilometres north of the Giza plateau, the location of Djedefre’s family’s pyramids. Unfortunately for us there is very little left of this pyramid today, as all that remains are the lower tiers of the pyramid, which extend to about 30 feet high, ‘All that remains of Djedefre’s construction today are the pyramid’s lower tiers, which extend about 30 feet high’ (Harvey, I. 2018). Located on the west bank of the Nile on a rocky hill, Abu Rawash lies right on the edge of the cultivated area of Heliopolis, the pyramid of Djedefre is the most northerly pyramid in all of Egypt, except of course for the small step pyramid of Lepsius No. 1, named for the German Egyptologist Karl Richard Lepsius, as it has not been attributed to any pharaoh with any certainty, ‘Abu Rawash (Abu Roash) is the site of the most northerly pyramid in Egypt (apart from a small mudbrick step pyramid in the vicinity – Lepsius No 1)’ (egyptsites, 2009).
When it comes to examining the pyramid of Djedefre one thing that often comes up is the question of whether or not construction was ever completed or not, ‘There seems to be some disagreement about whether it was ever even finished’ (Harvey, I. 2018). It is clear that either way this pyramid has not withstood the test of time as well as many other pyramids, however, it may have been at a disadvantage through deliberate destruction, that being one of many theories surrounding this question as a potential explanation for the current state of the pyramid. It has long been assumed that this pyramid was simply never finished upon the death of Djedefre and therefore was never completed, thus explaining the current state of the structure, ‘For a long time Egyptologists thought the pyramid had been left unfinished, an opinion that kept at a distance certain experts who wanted to make dramatic discoveries’ (gigalresearch. 2015) With the likes of Ian Shaw simply believing that the construction of the pyramid was abandoned, ‘Both pyramids were abandoned in the early stages of their construction’ (Shaw, I. 2003. Pp. 90). However, in more recent excavations experts have begun considering the possibility of the structure actually being finished, or at least more of the structure had been completed than what remains today. Dr. Michael Baud of the Louvre Museum is one of the archaeologists that has worked on excavating this site believes that this pyramid was never finished, however, he does believe that more of the structure was completed than remains now due to the presence of a large amount of granite still piled up at the site, with him stating that the pyramid would likely have been half built or maybe even more, ‘the sheer amount of granite still piled about suggests that the pyramid was at least half built, and maybe more’ (Harvey, I. 2018).
It has been found in recent work, however, that it is indeed very likely that the pyramid was indeed finished, a belief held by many academics, ‘However in the light of recent work there is now a substantial consensus among Egyptologists that the pyramid was actually finished’ (gigalresearch. 2015). This is due to several different reasons, much like what Baud noted, there is a very large amount of the same type of granite that was used in the construction of the pyramid piled up at the site, suggesting that this material was originally a part of the pyramid and was taken for use in other projects; meaning that this structure would have been much larger than it is today. That is not the full story however, as in the 19th century, whilst excavating the site, Flinders Petrie noted that he saw hundreds of camels carrying material away from the site every single day, ‘At the end of the 19th century Flinders Petrie mentioned that he’d seen 300 camels a day laden with stones leaving the pyramid site’ (gigalresearch, 2015). This shows us that this site has been used as a quarry for a very long time, as there is evidence suggesting that this site was also used as a quarry as far back as the Greco-Roman period, showing us that this site has been used as a quarry for a lot longer than initially thought, ‘the pyramid was literally pulled to pieces and dismantled, especially from the Greco-Roman period onwards, and for more than two thousand years it was used as a quarry’ (gigalresearch. 2015). This suggests that there was far, far more to this structure than is left today and that this proves that the pyramid was indeed completed and that the majority of the limestone used in the construction of this pyramid is now a part of many other structures in the area. If this information alone wasn’t enough to convince many academics, many experts believe that due to the presence of a small ceremonial temple beside the pyramid, this proves that the pyramid was indeed completed, as this type of ceremonial temple was only ever constructed upon the completion of a pyramid, ‘Remains were found of a small ceremonial temple on one side, of the kind usually built only when a pyramid was completed’ (gigalresearch. 2015). It is considered very unlikely that the presence of this temple is simply an anomaly as there is too much other information suggesting the exact same thing, that the pyramid was indeed completed at one point in time, an opinion I too agree with.
After considering whether or not the pyramid was ever finished, it is important to try and gain an understanding of what happened to the pyramid for it to end up like it is today. As I have previously mentioned there is evidence suggesting that this site was used as a quarry from as far back as the Greco-Roman period, and even up until the 19th century, and possibly even more recent, as noted by Flanders Petrie during his excavation of this site in the 19th century. This excessive quarrying of the site would go a very long way to explaining the current state of the pyramid, with some experts suggesting that this information goes all the way to explain the current state of the structure. While other experts, such as Dr. Michael Baud are still not convinced by this evidence, still standing by his belief that the pyramid was never completed in the first place (CyberScribe 178, 2010). Even with all of the debate and disagreement among the academic community, something that all experts can agree on is that quarrying of the site has severely damaged the pyramid, and that the pyramid, even if not fully completed, was at least further along in construction than it is today. One other theory suggests that the current state of the pyramid is due to Djedefre’s younger half-brother Khafre, with this theory suggesting that Khafre murdered his brother Djedefre to usurp the throne, or possibly out of revenge for maybe building his pyramid far away from those of his families, or as has been suggested that maybe Djedefre was responsible for the death of his older half-brother Kawab and that Djedefre himself usurped the throne first. This theory then suggests that after murdering his brother Djedefre, Khafre then went further and chose to destroy Djedefre’s pyramid out of revenge and thus destroying everything of his brother. As detailed as this theory appears to be, it is rather unsubstantiated and most of it is simply guesswork, trying to piece together the puzzle with as few pieces as we have in our possession, ‘However, much of this is now in dispute (as some of it has always been), or has been proven to be completely wrong’ (Dunn, J. n.d.).
Although we cannot see it in its full glory today, it is believed that providing that this pyramid was indeed finished, that it would have measured at roughly the same size as the pyramid of Menkaure, the smallest of the three large pyramids on the Giza plateau. Although there is still much dispute as to the height that this pyramid would have been when finished in the academic community. It has even been suggested that Djedefre’s pyramid would have been even larger than that of his father Khufu’s, the great pyramid on the Giza plateau, ‘the official announcement, which said that the pyramid of Djedefre was “higher by 7.62m than that of his father Cheops” (gigalresearch. 2015). This of course is now considered to be a ridiculous idea and that this pyramid would have been nowhere near as tall as his fathers pyramid, ‘Now the Great Pyramid is 146m high, so the statement was obviously impossible’ (gigalresearch. 2015). It is, however, important to note that the site of Abu Rawash is on a large hill and sits on a rather high elevation, much higher than the elevation of Giza, meaning that it is entirely possible that this pyramid would have once been not the tallest, but the highest pyramid, reaching higher in the sky than any other pyramid, including that of his father Khufu’s Great Pyramid of Giza, all of this due to the pyramids location on a hill at Abu Rawash, leading us to consider this being a factor in Djedefre’s decision to build at this particular site.
It is believed that assuming that the pyramid was indeed completed that it would have been one of the most beautiful pyramids in all of Egypt. This due to the use of polished, imported granite and limestone, coated with and alloy of gold, silver and copper, as well as a larger pyramidion on top.

Architecture

The architecture of Djedefre’s funerary monument, whilst possessing many striking similarities to those pyramids built by his family and others built in the Old Kingdom, what would be considered as rather typical for a funerary monument constructed during the Old Kingdom in Egypt, ‘The structure of Djedefre's funerary monument is fairly simple, but it already has all the elements that are typical for the Old Kingdom’ (Ancient Egypt Site. 2014). It does, however, possess some rather unique aspects to its construction when compared to these other pyramids. One example of this would be in relation to the location of Djedefre’s burial chamber. Most other pyramids during this time were constructed with the burial chambers inside the pyramid and above ground level, such as the pyramids of his predecessors Snefru and Khufu. Djedefre, ‘The pyramids of Djedefre's predecessors Snofru and Kheops had the burial chamber inside the pyramid above ground level’ (Ancient Egypt Site. 2014). However, for reasons that are unknown to us chose instead to build his burial chamber in a large pit measuring 23 by 10 metres and went 20 metres deep below the pyramid, ‘For unknown reasons, Djedefre preferred to have his burial chamber, built at the bottom of a colossal pit measuring 23 by 10 metres and sunk some 20 metres into the ground’ (Ancient Egypt Site. 2014). This method of building the burial chamber deep beneath the pyramid, though not common, is not unique to Djedefre, as this same method can be found at Djoser’s pyramid at Saqqara.
The pyramid itself stands almost in the dead centre of the complex, with the entrance leading into the pyramid being located as you would expect, as was traditional at this time, on the north side of the pyramid, with a long corridor sloping up to ground level. The complex itself had a rather large inner enclosure wall that rose to about 6 metres high. There was a small satellite pyramid constructed to the southwest of the main pyramid, and a mortuary temple and boat pit that are located to the east of the pyramid. There is evidence to suggest that at least the mortuary temple in particular was completed with haste, likely due to Djedefre dying before its completion. This is suggested as the mortuary temple was finished with mudbrick, a faster alternative building material.
As Djedefre chose to build his pyramid atop the large natural mound at Abu Rawash, this gave him the option to instead of building his burial chamber within his pyramid, to build his burial chamber beneath his pyramid, within the natural mound itself, incorporating the mound into his funerary complex. To achieve this the ground on top of the mound would have had to have been dug up about 20 metres deep (the depth at which his burial chamber is located). The chambers would have then been constructed within the massive pit in the mound. Once the chambers were complete, construction on the pyramid itself would have then begun on top of the mound and the chambers once the pit had been filled and covered. In constructing the pyramids burial chambers in this way Djedefre would have saved a lot of time as well as a lot of effort, as this technique made the construction much quicker and easier. Not only did this technique make construction quicker and easier, but it also resulted in a reduced risk of any structural complications occurring in the pyramid and its chamber beneath.

Pyramid or Solar Temple?

Strangely enough there have even been suggestions that this pyramid isn’t even a pyramid at all, but a solar temple. It is obvious that this theory has stirred the academic community, as it is trying to get us to believe that this structure that we have been aware of for thousands of years isn’t what we’ve always known it to be. To this day this remains a highly contested theory with fierce arguments on both sides, however, this being said the overwhelming majority of the academic community continue with the belief that this structure is indeed a pyramid and not a solar temple as has been suggested. However, we cannot simply scrap this theory simply because the majority of academics discredit it as a viable theory, as there have been many documented cases of the academic community refuting claims that have turned out to be true as it would mean that they would have to change their own opinions and rethink the whole subject, ‘Academics construct narratives about the past using fragments and artefacts. Sometimes they also fill in the gaps on their discoveries, making assumptions that reveal more about contemporary thinking than they do about history’ (Livni, E. 2017). This is particularly seen in the cases of female Viking warriors, as many experts have claimed that there were never any female Viking warriors, and even after having DNA results revealing that the remains in a warrior grave were female, experts still dismissed these claims and continued in their belief that the remains were of a male, ‘when gender testing finally was done, and indicated the remains were female, those findings were dismissed for several more decades’ (Livni, E. 2017). It is only recently that experts have conceded that the remains are indeed female and that it is likely that this particular woman was indeed a warrior. This just goes to show to what extent the academic community is willing to go in order to maintain their own opinions and beliefs at the expense of knowledge.
It is the French Egyptologist Vassil Dobrev that raises the argument that this is not actually a pyramid, suggesting that it is actually a solar temple, “It has never been lost, and it’s not even a pyramid.” (Harvey, I. 2018). Much of Dobrev’s argument is based on the estimated shape and size that this structure would have been before it got torn apart. Dobrev claims that some experts believe that the angle of the slope of the walls of the structure would have been at about a 60 degree angle, whereas the other large pyramids in Egypt have the slopes of their walls at about a 52 degree angle, Some Egyptologists say that the slope of Djedefre's walls 60 degrees, as opposed to the 52-degree slope of the major pyramids’ (Nordland, R. 2008). Dobrev believes that due to this it means that the slops is too steep to have been a pyramid, but would have met the exact specifications to be a solar temple, ‘The Lost Pyramid is really just a sun temple’ (Nordland, R. 2008).
Dobrev also believes that the burial pit for the sun boat at Abu Rawash is key to his theory. At the site of this structure there is one burial pit for one sun boat, a fact which Dobrev points out, also stating that almost all pyramid sites contain at least two burial pits for sun boats, ‘There is only one pit for burial of the sun boats that take the resurrected pharaoh to the afterworld; nearly all pyramids come equipped with two of them’ (Nordland, R. 2008). Dobrev also points out the lack of any inscriptions of Djedefre’s name, leading him to believe that this was not a pyramid dedicated to him, instead all that was found inside were artefacts that were made out of the material quartzite, a material that was associated with the sun by the ancient Egyptians, ‘No inscriptions of Djedefre have been found inside’ (Nordland, R. 2008). In support of Dobrev’s theory it has been suggested that these particular artefacts are a good example of objects that cult worshippers may have brought to a solar temple as offerings, as all of the objects found themselves have a very strong solar connection, ‘objects which could have been brought by cult worshipers to a sun temple and the objects are of quartzite, which the ancients associated with the sun’ (Nordland, R. 2008).
An issue that is brought up with this theory is that if this is indeed not Djedefre’s pyramid, but a solar temple, then where is Djedefre’s pyramid? Dobrev believes that he is able to answer this question as well as he believes that Djedefre did indeed have a pyramid constructed, but rather than being built at Abu Rawash, he had it constructed at Zawyet el-Aryan, a site to the south of Giza, ‘he suspects Djedefre's pyramid is at another place altogether, Zawyet el-Aryan’ (Nordland, R. 2008). The location that Dobrev is referring to is where the remains of a pyramid from an unknown pharaoh lies. This particular pyramid, or remains of one has a very large base, measuring at around 420,000 square feet, making it a much larger construction than that at Abu Rawash, ‘the remains of a pyramid with a 420,000-square-foot base has been found, far bigger than the thing at Abu Rawash’ (Nordland, R. 2008). Dobrev suggests that this pyramid in particular belongs to Djedefre as there has been an inscription found on a foundation stone that some experts believe it displays Djedefre’s name, meaning that this structure may have belonged to him, ‘The name Nebka was found daubed in red paint on some blocks and the name Djedefre was inscribed on a schist plaque’ (Hill, J. 2010). Dobrev suggests that if this pyramid did in fact belong to Djedefre then out of the two sites, Abu Rawash and Zawyet el-Aryan, it is much more likely that Djedefre’s pyramid would have been the one located at Zawyet el-Aryan due to its much larger size than the structure at Abu Rawash, and further supporting his claim that the structure at Abu Rawash is actually a solar temple.
This is a theory that Dobrev believes very strongly in, ‘It's clear, clear, clear, this is not a pyramid; it's a complete perversion of archaeological fact to say it is’ (Nordland, R. 2008). He does also provide us with a rather compelling argument, however, there are some issues with his theory, issues which have convinced experts that this is a theory to be ignored, issues that I will be exploring in the next section.


Solar Temple or Solar Connection?

As strong as the argument that the structure at Abu Rawash is actually a solar temple and not a pyramid is, the argument contrary to this belief is perhaps even more convincing. Dr. Michael Baud of the Louvre museum, who as I have mentioned previously has worked on excavating the site at Abu Rawash, heads up the argument against Dobrev’s theory. Baud completely refutes Dobrev’s theory, almost entirely dismissing it as nonsense, conceding only that there is a strong presence of a solar connection, ‘He went on to say that it was a funerary complex with a solar connection, but couldn’t accept that it was just a solar temple’ (Harvey, I. 2018). Baud points out that other experts have worked out that the angle of the slopes of the walls of the structure wouldn’t have been at a 60 degree angle, rather they would have been between a 50 degree and 52 degree angle, the exact same angle that you would expect to find on any other pyramid of this ilk, ‘The slope of the pyramid would have been between 50 and 52 degrees, an angle which is just about the same as the pyramid of Khufu’ (CyberScribe 178, 2010). ‘The slope of the pyramid would have been between 50 and 52 degrees, an angle which is just about the same as the pyramid of Khufu’ (Jarus, O. n.d.). Baud goes on to emphasize that there is nothing unusual about this structure at all and that it is just a regular pyramid, ‘Baud said, contrary to popular belief, the pyramid of Djedefre is not an unusual structure at all. Excavation revealed that it’s a normal monument, he said’ (CyberScribe 178, 2010). Baud explains that everything that you would expect to be found at the site of a pyramid can be found at the site of Abu Rawash, this means that there is a mortuary temple, a boat pit, a small satellite pyramid, inner and outer walls as well as a passageway into the funerary chamber, ‘It also had a mortuary temple, boat pit, satellite pyramid, inner and outer enclosure walls. It also has a descending passageway that takes people down into the funerary chamber’ (CyberScribe 178, 2010).
The one point that was made by Dobrev in his argument that Baud does concede however, is the overwhelming presence of a very significant solar connection. Although there is clearly a very prominent solar connection at this site, this does not automatically mean that this must be a solar temple. Yes, this particular structure does seem to have far more of a solar connection than you would ever expect to come across within a pyramid, but it has to be understood who Djedefre was, and a good understanding of the pharaoh would lead us to understand that it was inevitable that any structure that he had constructed would have been strongly linked to the solar cult and the sun god Ra. One of the main points to note, is as I have mentioned previously, Djedefre is commonly known for being the very first pharaoh to add “Son of Ra” to his birth name, and it is well documented that Djedefre had a very close connection to the solar cult at the time, with evidence found suggesting that the solar cult grew in power during the reign of Djedefre, “We can say that in the reign of Djedefre there are strong solar connections” (CyberScribe 178, 2010). This would explain why the artefacts found here have such a strong solar connection. They are not necessarily objects that possess a solar connection that were used as offerings at a solar temple, they could easily be objects that possess a solar connection that Djedefre had place within his pyramid due to his connection with the solar cult.
Baud does point out that there are two anomalies that can be found at Abu Rawash that as of yet have not been explained. The first anomaly found has to do with the pyramids causeway, this would have been what connected the whole pyramid complex to the valley temple, and the problem found with this is that the causeway trails off north rather than south and unfortunately it is not understood why. The second anomaly found however, is far more perplexing and is very understandable why people may be led to question the true identity of this structure. Alongside the pyramid there appears to be a building that would have been used as dwellings for priests along with some storage areas. This is a rather confusing thing to have at the site of a pyramid as that is not something that has been found at any other pyramid complex, however, it is something that you would expect to find at a temple. This fact does seem to support Dobrev’s theory of the pyramid actually being a solar temple as the presence of priest dwellings at the site is very unusual. Although this does support the idea that this structure could be a solar temple and not a pyramid, it does appear to be the only evidence that points towards this being the case, as any other evidence suggesting this has since been debunked and corrected.
It is a very interesting theory of this structure being a solar temple, however, in recent years the evidence used in this argument is no longer applicable, with any information found now supporting the opposite, that this structure is indeed a pyramid. The only point that this theory does appear to have in its court is the dwellings for priests, however, with this being the only evidence to argue with, it is most likely that it is merely an anomaly, or that the purpose of the building was for something else entirely that we are unaware of. Either way it is now considered that this structure certainly isn’t a solar temple, and is a pyramid, as was always believed.


Solar Cult

As I have mentioned previously, the solar cult grew in power exponentially during the reign of Djedefre, becoming a very prominent feature during this period. As I have already explained Djedefre had a bit of a religious departure from his family and, as his new title would suggest, (“Son of Ra”) that departure led to the solar cult. It is clear to see through excavation of his pyramid that Djedefre had a very strong connection to the solar cult, to the extent that his pyramid has been labelled as a solar temple by some experts, as many of its features have an overwhelming likeness to that of solar temples.
An important feature of the site of Abu Rawash to note is its geographical location. The pyramid of Djedefre is located directly opposite the site of Heliopolis, where, as the name would suggest, is the cult centre of the solar worshipers. Heliopolis, often called the city of the sun, was a location held dear by Djedefre as it was the geographical centre of his religious beliefs. So with this in mind it is important to look back a bit at the pyramid itself, as the pyramid would have had an outer layer of a gold alloy, a colour and material connected to the sun god Ra for obvious reasons. With this and the fact that the gold glimmering pyramid sits high above ground level, reaching higher in the sky than any other structure, on its mound overlooking the city of the sun and the cult centre of the solar religion, it only seems logical to conclude that Djedefre certainly did have a strong connection to the solar cult, and with this information it would make perfect sense for us to conclude that Djedefre’s choice of religion had a very large impact on the location for the construction of his pyramid, ‘It cannot be just coincidence that this pyramid with its coating of gleaming gold alloy is sited on a high point overlooking the entrance to the delta and directly opposite the city of the sun; especially since Djedefre was the first pharaoh to formalise his connection with the sun god Ra by adding ‘Son of Re’ to his royal titles’ (gigalresearch. 2015).


Split in the Family

There is a widespread theory that has found its way into any documentary upon this topic, meaning that it is one of the most widely known, however, now it is of the upmost importance to point out that popularity and how widespread a theory is, is certainly not indicative of what is considered to be the truth. This theory is a very old one, and that is easy to understand as it appears to be a theory created out of guesswork due to very little knowledge. This is a rather romanticised idea as this theory is full of drama, revenge and murder. This particular theory suggests that there was some sort of a split within the family, between Djedefre and his brothers and father. The most likely reason for the existence of this theory is due to an attempt to explain why Djedefre’s pyramid is not located with the pyramids of his father, brother and nephew at Giza. This most likely comes from a lack of information as this theory has conjured the image of a thousand piece puzzle with only a handful of pieces.
This theory has a number of different variations, but they all centre on the idea that there was a split in the family that made Djedefre want to travel further north to build his pyramid away from those of his families, with most of them also connecting the current state of his pyramid to back up their theories. Some experts have suggested that Djedefre had his older half-brother Kawab murdered so that he could usurp the throne, ‘It is sometimes suggested that he was the child of a lesser queen who killed Crown Prince Kawab, his brother and the rightful heir to the throne, and married Kawab’s wife Hetepheres II (who was also his half-sister) to cement his position. This is, however, unsubstantiated’ (Hill, J. 2010). This theory then suggests that in doing this Djedefre created a rift between him and the rest of his family for obvious reasons, and that is the reason why he chose to leave Giza for Abu Rawash, ‘The fact that Djedefre built his pyramid away from his father's would thus be tell-tale of some dynastic feuds in the beginning of the 4th Dynasty’ (ancientegyptsite. 2014). It has also been suggested that Djedefre began his move north even before the death of his father, and that the move north was due to a divide between him and his father, with some experts suggesting that he left Giza due to differing opinions to his father, and that his brother Khafre shared the same opinions as their father and thus returned to Giza, ‘A very common view is that Djedefre chose this remote place to distance himself from the despotic reign of his father, whereas his brother Khefren, returned to Giza because he held the same views as Kheops’ (ancientegyptsite. 2014).
It has also been suggested that not only did Djedefre kill his brother Kawab, but he in turn was murdered by his brother Khafre, possibly out of revenge for killing Kawab and abandoning their family, ‘In turn, it was believed that Khafre, Djedefre's younger half-brother by Khufu and successor, may have murdered him, perhaps out of revenge’ (Dunn, J. n.d.). Supporters of this theory also use this to explain what happened for Djedefre’s pyramid to end up in the state that it is in today. This theory suggests that after Khafre murdered Djedefre as an act of revenge, that he went even further with his revenge and he decided to destroy his brother’s pyramid and all of its contents. This would indeed help to explain the dilapidated state of the pyramid as well as most notably the statues inside the pyramid, as they are not simply broken, but they appear to have been destroyed deliberately, as if done by someone who had a purpose for breaking those statues in particular, ‘Then we also have statuary fragments found in the complex that would appear to have been intentionally smashed. It was thought that Khafre may have been responsible for this destruction’ (Dunn, J. n.d.). The fact that as soon as Khafre became the pharaoh, he immediately proceeded to make the move back to Giza to erect his pyramid beside his fathers, gives the image that there may well have been some sort of problem within the family, ‘Khafre succeeded Djedefre and immediately moved his mortuary complex back to Giza was believed to substantiate a break, and then a return to the family traditions’ (Dunn, J. n.d.).
Although this theory is a rather popular one, likely due to its dramatic nature, many of its claims are completely unsubstantiated, and is simply an example of our attempts to fill in the gaps in history with nothing more than guesswork. It also appears that the more evidence that is uncovered, the more of this theory is being disproved. This can be seen especially in the fact that an inscription of Djedefre’s name was found on a ceiling block of Khufu’s boat pits, leading us to believe that it was Djedefre that was responsible for overseeing the burial of his father Khufu, or at least suggesting that he was responsible for acquiring the boats and the completion of the boat pits, ‘evidence now suggests that it was presumably Djedefre who completed his father's burial at Giza and was particularly responsible for the provision of his funerary boats, where Djedefre's name was found’ (Dunn, J. n.d.). This information clearly does not go to support the theory of there being a split in the family.
It has often even been suggested that it may have been Djedefre that constructed the Sphinx at Giza resembling his father, Khufu, an opinion supported by the Egyptologist Vassil Dobrev; although it is still most often attributed to being the work of Khafre instead of Djedefre. This theory of it being Djedefre however, does have some evidence supporting it as within the confines of his pyramid at Abu Rawash there was a statue of his wife Hetepheres II in the form of a sphinx, ‘His pyramid includes a statue of his wife, Hetepheres II, in the form of a sphinx’ (Hill, J. 2010). What is the most significant part of this find however, is that it is believed that this particular sphinx is thought to be the very first depiction of a sphinx in Egypt, ‘it is thought that this was the first sphinx to be constructed in ancient Egypt’ (Hill, J. 2010). This is what has led some experts to believe that it may have actually been Djedefre that not only built the first known example of a sphinx in the form of his wife, but that he also built the best and most well-known sphinx in the world, the Great Sphinx at Giza.
As for the destruction of Djedefre’s pyramid along with all of its contents, with the presence of new evidence, suggests that the damage done to the pyramid wouldn’t have been done by his brother Khafre, but instead the damage would have most likely have occurred centuries later, likely by the romans, using the site as a military camp and a quarry, using the materials from the pyramid for use in the construction in in other structures, ‘It would appear that the main destruction of the pyramid was done during Roman and Coptic times, and did not begin before the New Kingdom’ (egyptsites. 2009). It is also believed that what was once assumed to have been deliberate damage done to the statues within Djedefre’s pyramid, likely by Khafre, with access to new evidence, it is now believed that the damage would not have occurred until as late as the second century AD, ‘The most recent evidence rather indicates that his pyramid complex was extensively plundered in later periods while "the king's statues [were] smashed as late as the 2nd century AD."’ (Verner, 2001).
Not only is it now believed that the damage done to the pyramid was not done by Djedefre’s family, but new evidence even suggests that Djedefre’s nephew Menkaure completed some restoration work on the pyramid, suggesting that they was not any kind of dynastic feud occurring within this family, rather Menkaure made the decision to preserve the memory of his family, ‘The fact, however, that Mykerinos, son of Khefren, undertook some restoration work at Djedefre's funerary monument does not fit well with the romantic theory of dynastic feuds’ (ancientegyptsite. 2014). It has also been found through evidence found at the site of Djedefre’s pyramid that it appears there was a rather lengthy cult following celebrating him that was not disturbed by either Khafre or Menkaure, ‘it would also appear from fragmentary evidence around his pyramid that after Djedefre's death, he enjoyed a lengthy cult following that was not disrupted by his successor’ (Dunn, J. n.d.). This further stresses just how unlikely it is that there was ever any kind of split in the family.
With new information that has been discovered in relation to Djedefre’s brother Kawab, it is very likely that he and Djedefre would have been fairly old by the time that Djedefre ascended to the throne, therefore suggesting that Kawab was in fact not murdered by his brother, and that it is more likely that he would have simply dies of natural causes, and the same goes for Djedefre, going against the theory that he was murdered by Khafre, ‘It is now believed that Kawab was in fact probably not murdered by Djedefre, and that Djedefre may have been fairly old when he ascended the throne, and probably died in a manner other than at the hands of his half-brother, Khafre’ (Dunn, J. n.d.).


Is the Location Choice Even Unusual?

Almost all theories pertaining to the reason on Djedefre’s pyramid being located at Abu Rawash stems from Djedefre’s decision to build his pyramid away from those of his families, with experts at the time these theories were coined believing this to be unusual. The question that has been for many decades been overlooked by the academic community, and that we must ask ourselves now, was it really an unusual decision for Djedefre to build his pyramid at a different site to that of his fathers?
The opinion that it was unusual for Djedefre to build his pyramid at Abu Rawash came from the fact that Khufu, Khafre and Menkaure all chose to build their pyramids alongside each other on the Giza plateau. What is important to note is that Djedefre was the second of those four to become pharaoh, so at the time of his reign the only pyramid that would have been present at the site of Giza would have the Great Pyramid of Khufu. This shows us that by Djedefre building his pyramid at Abu Rawash, he in fact wasn’t breaking any sort of family tradition, as if a tradition began, it would not have until after the passing of Djedefre. As this is the case, that means that the only way that this could have only be seen as unusual if families clustering their pyramids was a common thing to do for pharaohs in Ancient Egypt, however, this is not the case.
With this in mind it becomes clear that we have been asking the wrong question for a very long time. The question that we should have been asking is not why did Djedefre build his pyramid away from his fathers, rather why did Khafre build his pyramid beside his fathers? This question is necessary to ask since it is very unusual to see families building their pyramids together, ‘the strange thing, I should say, is not Djedefre’s (pyramid), said Dr. Baud. The strange thing is definitely Khafre who chose to be buried very close to his father starting a sort of dynasty necropolis.’ (Jarus, O. n.d.). Dr. Michael Baud explains that we really have been asking the wrong question and that there really is nothing unusual at all with Djedefre build his pyramid away from his fathers, ‘Baud emphasized that there was nothing unusual in Djedefre choosing a site different from his father, Khufu’ (Jarus, O. n.d.). Many experts have based much of their research on the peculiarity of Djedefre building his pyramid away from his fathers, with many suggestions and theories that there were familial disputes, which is entirely understandable and reasonable as unfortunately, the location of his pyramid is some of the only concrete evidence that we have about him and his reign. However, now that we realise that this was not an unusual thing to do, much of the research conducted within this topic is now considered to be invalid and of very little use to us.
Something that is very important to note is that at the beginning of the 4th Dynasty, there does appear to be some sort of tradition among the pharaohs that predates the tradition of building on the Giza plateau. The tradition that I am speaking of is that at the very beginning of the 4th Dynasty, starting with the pharaoh Snefru, there began a move north in the construction of funerary complex’s. We can see that after Snefru completed the construction of a pyramid believed to have been built for the pharaoh Huni at Meidum, he then travelled north to the site of Dashur, where he constructed two pyramids of his own, ‘It must be noted that during the early 4th Dynasty, there appears to have been a move towards the North for the royal funerary complex. Snefru moved from Meidum, where he at least completed or perhaps even built a pyramid, to Dashur where he built two pyramids’ (ancientegyptsite. 2014). We can then see that after this Snefru’ son Khufu continued his father’s move north, choosing to build his funerary complex at Giza, ‘His son, Kheops, moved even further North, to Giza’ (ancientegyptsite. 2014). Then the next pharaoh, Djedefre, travelled even further north, settling on the location of Abu Rawash, ‘Djedefre completed this move by building his pyramid in Abu Rawash’ (ancientegyptsite. 2014). Thus suggesting that Djedefre was simply following the tradition of moving north.
Taking all of this into account, we can only reasonably come to the conclusion that it in fact was not an unusual decision for Djedefre to build his pyramid at the site of Abu Rawash. Rather it was unusual for Khafre to build his at Giza. In relation to the question of whether Djedefre broke a family decision by not building at Giza, it now seems that it was Khafre that actually broke tradition by building at Giza, and by doing so creating a new tradition of his own.


Methodology

The data that I have used within my work was almost entirely found through countless hours of research online. I have scoured the internet for any information pertaining to this topic, looking through numerous academic websites for articles and other works relating to my chosen topic. I did unfortunately have the issue, which many others have also had, that for much of this work I was unable to get hold of many of the books that I required due to the quarantine. This meant that I was forced to use whatever sources that I could get a hold of online, which unfortunately came as quite a difficult task, as I had to sift through countless unusable sources searching for the information that I need.
I chose to base much of my research on the work done by Dr. Michael Baud and Dr. Vassil Dobrev, using the theories and ideas that they each put forward. I chose these two in particular to focus on for multiple reasons, as these two academics have done more research into this topic than any other, as this is a subject that has had very little research done into it. Not only this, but Baud and Dobrev each have vastly different theories and ideas upon the subject, with each of them disagreeing on almost every single aspect of this topic. This gives me a vast array of opinions and ideas to sift through and to use for my own research.


Conclusion

As is the case with all aspects of history, we are not able to ever come to any concrete understanding of it, but that is not to say that we should not try. It is the job of a historian to do whatever they can to find the most likely truth, even if we can never know for sure. This of course can be an enormously difficult task, as is the case with the topic that I have chosen, however, all I can do is sift through the evidence that is available to me, and with it come to the very best understanding that I possibly can. It is this very thing that I believe I have achieved, as well as coming to a conclusion of which I believe is almost certainly the reason for the location of Djedefre’s pyramid at Abu Rawash.
There is still much debate in the academic community surrounding every single detail of Djedefre and his pyramid. Whilst it is evident that there is a very strong solar connection at this funerary complex, it is a stretch to say that this may be a solar temple and not a pyramid. I do not believe that there is enough evidence to support Dr. Vassil Dobrev’s claim that this structure is a solar temple, instead I choose to side with Dr. Michael Baud, believing that this structure is without doubt a pyramid, ‘it’s a special funerary complex with solar connection but (to) go as far as to say it is a solar temple is something I cannot accept.’ (Jarus, O. n.d.).
The theory that there was some kind of a split in the family has been one that has caught the attention of experts for decades, and is certainly an interesting one, and at the time that this first theory came about, there was no evidence to suggest to the contrary, and therefore was long considered to be true. This being said, since new evidence has been unearthed and more is understood about Djedefre, his pyramid and the Ancient Egyptian people in general, the less likely this theory becomes. The hole that this theory falls in is that it was almost entirely born out of a lack of evidence and constructed with a lot of guesswork.
Perhaps the biggest problem that has been found with Djedefre and his pyramid is that for as long as we have known about it, it has been assumed that it was unusual that Djedefre chose to construct his pyramid away from his families at Giza. But now it appears that this is not an unusual thing to do, and that in fact the unusual part of this is that Khafre and Menkaure chose to build theirs at Giza alongside their father Khufu’s. It was not a common occurrence for pharaohs to build their pyramid complexes next to another in Ancient Egypt. With this and the fact that Djedefre was Pharaoh before Khafre and Menkaure, and therefore their pyramids were not present during his reign; it seems that the idea that Djedefre broke tradition by building at Abu Rawash is completely unsubstantiated, as if there was a tradition, it did not exist during Djedefre’s life. We can see a sort of tradition that likely had an effect upon the location of Djedefre’s funerary complex, and this is a much overlooked fact, and that is that at the start of the 4th Dynasty, beginning with the pharaoh Snefru, there was a move north, with each pharaoh building their pyramid complexes further and further north, with Snefru at Dashur, then Khufu at Giza, and finally Djedefre at Abu Rawash. Using this information it appears rather likely that it wasn’t Djedefre that drifted away from any traditions, but Khafre, by instead of continuing the move north, turning around and building at Giza beside his fathers pyramid complex.
With all of this being said it seems as though it never was unusual for Djedefre to build away from his family and that his location and his pyramid were completely normal, ‘contrary to popular belief, the pyramid of Djedefre is not an unusual structure at all. Excavation revealed that it’s a normal monument, he said’ (Jarus, O. n.d.). This does not, however, answer my question of why the location of Abu Rawash, but it certainly does go a very long way to helping me come to my conclusion. I believe that as we have found Djedefre has a strong connection to the solar cult, it is very likely that he would have chosen the location for his pyramid complex somehow in relation to this. The solar cult centre was found in the aptly named city of Heliopolis, which lies north of Giza. It would be fitting that Djedefre would have chosen a location near this city, and whilst doing this he would be keeping the tradition of travelling north to build his pyramid complex. The location of Abu Rawash is 5 miles north of Giza, and also overlooks the city of Heliopolis, thus fitting in with my theory. Now comes the issue of why this particular site, and I believe that I have the answer to this as well, as Abu Rawash is located high upon a natural mound, in fact it is one of the highest locations around, and therefore building his pyramid on this site would have ensured that Djedefre’s pyramid would have overlooked the city of the sun, Heliopolis, whilst at the same time reaching higher in the sky than any other structure, even if it is not the largest.
It is my opinion that the reason for the location of Djedefre’s pyramid complex at Abu Rawash is not related to any sort of family feud, rather it is related to his religious views, and his close link to the solar cult. I believe that he came to the decision of Abu Rawash as it falls in line with the tradition of moving north, as well as the location being located in very close proximity to his religious centre at Heliopolis, whilst being located in one of the highest positions for miles around, allowing Djedefre to build his pyramid closer to the sun than any other pharaoh has achieved.
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