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1. Introduction 

Under the background of the ancient clan and family system caused by Confucian culture, the ancients often paid much attention to the Five Ethical Relationships and the education of their descendants. According to Confucian culture, maintaining a good family relationship and maintaining a very high level of education are very important and cannot be ignored. People sometimes even use these factors as an important factor in judging whether a family is strong or even has potential. However, in modern society, due to globalization and the beginning of the industrial revolution, the traditional huge clan system no longer exists, and has been replaced by the modern small family system. Under this phenomenon, the ancient Confucian ideas still have a lasting influence on the modern family ideas. This article will discuss it one by one and analyze the specific aspects of its influence.



2.1 The influence of traditional family etiquette and Five Ethical Relationships in modern society.
Confucianism holds that maintaining etiquette and the Five Ethical Relationships is very important to the family. “respectfulness, without the rules of propriety, becomes laborious bustle; carefulness, without the rules of propriety, becomes timidity; boldness, without the rules of propriety, becomes insubordination; straightforwardness, without the rules of propriety, becomes rudeness” (Confucius et al., 1997, Chapter.8). This thought of Confucius clearly states the importance of etiquette. “It establishes a complete moral order in the state by clearly and easily defining social status and its specific obligations, thus providing the moral foundation for political order” (Yu-t'ang and Chien., 1994, Chapter. Six). Lin-t’ang's viewpoint makes the concept of the Five Ethical Relationships have a more reasonable and legitimate ideological status even in modern society. Besides in Confucianism, the theory of the Five Ethical Relationships is an extension of the thought of etiquette. Mencius (1998,Capter, Teng Wen Gong I) gave a detailed explanation of the relations of humanity: “between father and son, there should be affection; between sovereign and minister, righteousness; between husband and wife, attention to their separate functions; between old and young, a proper order; and between friends, fidelity”, therefore Yu-t'ang (1994, Chapter. Six) think that “this philosophy of harmony of essential huma relationships remains good today for modern China-in fact it is the foundation for the Chinese ethos.” “Embedded within Confucian values are five principal relationships through which each person defines a sense of identity, duty, and responsibility.” Mijung and Catherine agreed (2007, P.303) I consider that for thousands of years in Chinese Confucian culture, an established relationships of family, the Five Ethical Relationships, has played a non-negligible role and continues to the present. Therefore, in the current concept of family, modern people still think it is very important to maintain a good five-moral relationship among family members, which is one reason why both the descendant and the ancestor will try their best to maintain a good family relationship as a core goal.



2.2 The influence of traditional Confucianism in modern family education.

In ancient Confucianism, “the ancient kings regarded education as the first important factor in their efforts to establish order in a country”, according to Yu-t'ang and Chien (1994, cited in Liki, Chapter XVIII). Therefore, education will always be given priority, no matter for a person or a country. According to Confucius (1997, Chapter.7), “the four core goals of education are literature, behavior, loyalty and morality.” Among the four, Confucius valued morality most, which included loyalty. In Confucianism, morality often takes precedence over knowledge and other standards, and Confucius (1997, Chapter.8) said “though a man has abilities as admirable as those of the duke of Zhou, yet if he be proud and niggardly, those other things are really not worth being looked at.” In addition, Confucius (1997, Capter.17) also believed that “the gentleman learns morality mainly in order to help others, while the villain learns morality in order to improve his quality easily.” That is why, in Confucianism, the pursuit of morality is always higher than the pursuit of knowledge and truth, no matter what. On the other hand, it does not mean that Confucianism will completely give up the pursuit of truth. On the contrary, when people's moral level reaches a certain height, Confucianism will guide people to improve their literary knowledge level and personal skills. For example, Confucius (1997, Capter.1) once said “after the performance of these things, people should study scholarship and literature.” “Humankind should seek the comprehension and pursuit of life in accordance with dao.” D F-C Tsai also believed (2005, P160). On the other hand, Confucianism also believes that education includes not only knowledge and morality, but also human behavior, such as physical health. One of the most important Confucian (1997, Capter.13) ideas is that “to lead an ignorant people into war is to abandon them.” That is why, even in modern society, many families still insist on exercising their children as much as possible to improve their health.



3. Conclusion

As the core of Confucianism, etiquette, as a principle, has continued to exert an influence on family concepts, such as observing and implementing these basic standards, which have become ubiquitous in People's Daily life, thus this reasonable, unalterable and specified Confucian principle, the Five Ethical Relationships, has been accepted by people for a long time. In the modern family concept, it is natural to think that maintaining a good relationship is the responsibility of every member of the family. Although the traditional super-large family has disappeared and been replaced by the modern small family system, people still naturally maintain a good family bond through the Five Ethical Relationships. On the other hand, Confucian educational thoughts have exerted an indelible influence on traditional family concepts. Up to now, we can still see that the requirements of children in modern family concepts tend to focus on wisdom, knowledge, behavior and morality.
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