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Task 1 - Reflection on Welsh language development
This assignment will reflect on the personal development of Welsh linguistic skills following analysis of feedback from the filmed activity, which took place within my second-year placement. Within the assignment there will also be a consideration of areas that require further development.
The 8minute video featured a group of mixed-ability year one children, who participated in a matching and naming activity.  Dosbarth blwydden 1 ydyn nhw ac mae’r thema yn ‘Tedi Twt ar y fferm’ 
Overall, this year one class appeared to reflect Estyn’s (2019) concerns about ‘too many’ schools where pupils’ Welsh speaking skills are weak, and Welsh does not have a high enough profile. This contrasted with my previous school experiences: a year as a TA in Reception and my first-year placement in a year two class, which both closely reflected Estyn’s (2017) more positive appraisal of the teaching of Welsh in the Foundation Phase. 
With respect to the teaching of Welsh, both my matching activity and storytelling, as evidenced in the film, were well received and in line with Estyn (2019) findings, that saw a positive attitude from the children to learning Welsh. 
My use of Welsh within the planned task and in my responses to the children was understandably assessed as needing further development, although my storytelling was acknowledged as enthusiastic with relatively accurate pronunciation and intonation of the Welsh language. 
Rydw i’n teimlo proud of my confidence level in the overall presentation of the activity although I mixed up words when translating ‘llyfr’ and ‘stori’ and gave opposite and therefore incorrect meaning when repeating the sentence in English. 
Whilst I offered praise to each child throughout the tasks, I only used ‘da iawn’ and this should have been added to with a wider range of similarly positive words of response including ‘bendigedig’ and ‘ardderchog’ or I could have simply added ‘da iawn ti’ to make the response more personal to the individual. I was also aware of a lack of engagement with the children’s responses to questions, which may well have reduced the overall level of learning in line with the findings of Nystrand (1997). This is clearly an area that requires improvement and will hopefully be addressed, one year on, by my increased confidence and wider vocabulary.
Since this learning experience I have made a concerted effort to improve my own confidence in order to be able to more regularly integrate my own use of Welsh within the classroom. I have attempted to use phrases within Welsh language lectures gyda Jeni such as ‘Ga i fynd i’r ty bach os gwelwch yn dda?’ and ‘Mae gen i gwestiwn os gwelwch yn dda Jeni’. 
The use of incidental Welsh within academic lectures, encouraged by lecturers and supported by peers, has created an effective environment to try newly learnt language and language patterns.
This immersive approach to practising and developing orally was initially viewed with a degree of caution. From a personal perspective, this centred around a lack of confidence to link known vocabulary together in sentences. 
The use of ‘Wenglish’, (using English and Welsh in a sentence) to communicate proved helpful when developing my confidence and ability in conversing with peers, as well as the lecturer. I also feel I have developed the confidence to plan for and resource accurate educational displays to support the development and use of incidental Welsh in any future classroom environment. 
Specific enjoyable lecture activities that have improved my personal language growth have included role-play opportunities experienced through group reading of scripts.  Role-play scenarios have also enabled me to deliver numeracy lessons with a clear emphasis on developing Welsh as a second language reflecting Bernardo and Gaerlan (2011)’s approach to teaching English as a second language in the Philippines. 
Subject specific language was learnt and embedded through the ‘delivery’ of the numeracy session, for example, learning the Welsh names for certain shapes like, côn, sgwâr, triongl ac cylch. 
To support this lecture-based learning, I have undertaken other personal activities including the use of ‘Duo-lingo’ (2020) to expand my own vocabulary which includes a focus on school appropriate language patterns and phrases. I have also made use of Study 2 (WJEC, 1998), which has provided useful structured guidance on different strands including: listening, viewing and understanding; experience, opinions and information and language development. 
With respect to the Welsh language competency framework (2019), focusing on ‘Listening and Speaking’,  I would identify my skills as a ‘A2 Foundation’ level, as I am confident enough to ‘understand and respond to a range of simple sentences related to school setting situations’, as well as being able to ‘contribute to simple conversations using a range of simple sentences related to school setting situations’. 
Taking a more detailed reflection of the achievements of the children in the two prepared and filmed matching activities, the majority of the small sample achieved the expected outcome. (To be able to identify and name the farm animals with minimal support). 
However, at the planning stage to the activity, it was anticipated that there were two children who would need more support and guidance to complete the activities. To address this, I created self-help language mats (Appendix 1). The self-help mats were designed to aid the children in identifying the farm animals, subtly scaffolded by presenting the farm animals names in Welsh and in the identified colour of the animal, for example, mochyn mewn pinc. 
Reflecting on this, I believe that the resources were suitable but possible additional approaches/strategies to further embed the language would have been beneficial. For instance, I could have used a drilling technique by repetition of the animals’ names with actions, or possibly created a short farm song to assist retainment of the Welsh vocabulary. 
Assessing myself against the Welsh language competency framework (2019), I would position myself at an ‘A2 – Foundation’ level for my reading abilities and skillsets. I believe I have sufficient ability and confidence to be able to pick out key vocabulary from sentences or comprehension passages which enables me to make reasonable sense of texts. I am more able to make confident judgements in reading, when I am able to pick out and understand key language patterns/sentence starters. This will only improve by reading more Welsh at my own pace, and also by learning the mutations to help de-code some of the harder Welsh sentences.
With respect to the ‘Writing’ skill/area of the Welsh language competency framework (2019), I would identify my skill at a ‘A1 Entry’ level. It is clear from Estyn (2019) that writing is similarly, the less well addressed and taught element within primary schools, with criticisms of pedagogy, notably the use of frameworks which lead to copying rather than personal content. I must ensure that I provide a more purposeful and developmental approach within my own teaching. Creating authentic learning contexts for writing will be in line with the forthcoming curriculum (Donaldson, 2015), which is also fully supportive of the benefits of learning languages.
My own lack of confidence in writing accurately in Welsh, is partly due to many unfamiliar rules such as ‘treiglad meddal’. This involves the change of 9 letters that are affected by a preposition, possessive or number. 
Having tried numerous times to recall and retain the nine letters when using the language, in order to speak, read or write accurately, I am still yet to know the letters off by heart and this is something I strive to achieve and master before starting my teaching career. 
In order to achieve this personal goal, I will create my own table of the nine letters and the rules by which they apply and attempt to look and drill these daily.  I will also aspire to participate in online Welsh mutation lessons provided by BBC Wales Cymru (2020), BBC Bitesize (2020) or similar activities available on Hwb (2020). 
Within Wales, schools are at different stages with respect to the teaching of Welsh and each school should consider its own developmental journey. To support this there is now one national framework which builds on existing projects including the Welsh Language Charter/ Siarter Iaith (Welsh Government, 2019). 
Within the new curriculum (Donaldson, 2015), there is a commitment to develop transformational approaches to learning, teaching and assessment of the Welsh language, with a view to ensuring an increase in the number of confident Welsh speakers within the statutory education system. This will ensure that, in future, all learners can use the Welsh language after leaving school.
Against this ambitious target that will permeate my teaching career, I will need to embed and extend the informal use of Welsh and develop my confidence as part of my own development as a reflective practitioner. I must remember that from my own perspective, and importantly for all learners that I teach, a key aspect of effective language learning is the willingness to experiment and take risks in trying out new structures, sounds and patterns. 
[bookmark: _Toc30001592][bookmark: _Toc30759920]Learning and experience in the Languages, Literacy and Communication Area of Learning and Experience can empower learners to be creative and to persevere when facing challenges (Welsh Government, 2020). To support this aim, I will continually use all available materials including those designed specifically for Welsh second language teachers, available at Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlathol (Welsh Government, 2020a).
If Welsh is to be a genuine living language, I will need to embrace key objectives from the Siarter Iaith Framework ((Welsh Government, 2019) and take advantage of all opportunities to develop my Welsh language skills, in line with professional standards. 
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Task 2 – Lesson plans 

1st Lesson plan – Welsh language 
	Student-teacher
	Siân Tyler
	Class:
	Year 1

	AoLE/Subject
	LLC – (Welsh 2nd Language)
	Date:
	Winter/Spring 2021

	Lesson Focus:
	Theme : Our clothes and features (Dillad)

	Relevant/meaningful links to:
Curriculum 
Cross-curricular responsibilities

	Curriculum coverage:  Progression steps, Welsh in English medium sector 
P1: I can use familiar words and phrases and experiment with newly-learned vocabulary.
The progression steps are harder to identify where the lesson is targeted. They need to be further differentiated. 


	Personal Targets
(Linked to QTS and identfied in weekly review)


	Sustained effort and resiliance in learners 

The teacher promotes and secures learners’ self-motivation and self-direction in their learning.



	Learning Objectives (Focus on Learning)

	The pupils will learn to: 

· Use the sentence pattern, ‘Mae ....... gyda fi’, to describe their features and clothes. 

	Success Criteria 
(process/product)

	Generate SC with the pupils, brainstorm
I can... / By the end of the lesson I will be able to...

· Work together with my partner to overcome any ‘holly hurdles’ 
· Use the self-help mat to support my learning and to complete the activity 
· Communicate and respond in Welsh to the questions being asked by my teacher (during slot drillo warm up)
· Use the sentence pattern ‘Mae....gyda fi’ to describe myself. 



	Key Resources Health & Safety
	· Children provided with an example of a completed piece of work – modelled by the class teacher in the interactive starter activity. 
· Children will require school-safe scissors and glue to cut out the different pieces of clothing to dress themselves. 




	Time
	Content, Pedagogy & Assessment Opportunities (key teaching points and questions)

	Links to Previous Learning


	
Re-cap of any previous knowledge of features, clothes or colours. 


	Opening Phase

(20 minutes)

	Class teacher to use ‘amser drillo’ to engage and help the children warm up for the Welsh language lesson and introduce the new language pattern ‘Mae......gyda fi.’

*Introduction will be longer than usual as a new language pattern is being introduced*

Class teacher to model the langauge pattern on herself/himself by describing their features or clothes, pointing to the different things they are describing as prompts. For example: 
· Mae gwallt brun gyda fi. 
· Mae crys-t pinc gyda fi. 
· Mae llygaid glas gyda fi. 

Ask children to translate or guess what the teacher has described. 

Children to use language pattern to describe one thing about themsevles to their talk partner – share a few examples if enough time/dependent on their grasp of the pattern. 

Lollipop sticks to select children to come out the front of the class to describe 3 things about their features or clothing. 

Teacher to model focus activity whilst on the carpet, to all children. 



	Teaching & Core Learning

(35-40 minutes)
	Focus group : 

Children’s headshots to be stuck in their Welsh language books prior the lesson by the T.A

Children to select from a range of different clothing items on A4 sheet handout and cut and stick them on their body. Children are to then write sentences underneath using the 
Mae.......gyda fi – sentence pattern to describe their self-created profile. 

Task to be differentiated : 

Grwp Porffor: To choose 5 different pieces of clothing and write a sentence for each using the new sentence pattern (independently)

Grwp Coch : To choose 4/5 different pieces of clothing and write a sentence for each using the new sentence pattern  (independently/self help mat)

Grwp Glas : To choose 4 different pieces of clothing and write a sentence for each usign the new sentence pattern  (with use of self help mat and support from T.A if needed )

Grwp Oren: To choose 3/4 different pieces of clothing and write 3 sentences using the new sentence pattern ( with directed T.A support ) 

Provisions: 

Role play (modelled by teacher and T.A beforehand) 
Clothes shop / Siop Dillad, to develop prior knowledge of welsh language/vocabulary :
Beth wyt ti’n hoffi dillad? 
Cot 
Esgidiau glaw
Siorts
Cardigan
Siwmper 
Sgarff
Sgert
Gwisg
Esgidiau 
Crys-t
Fest
Crys
Menig
Sanau 
Trowsus
Het
Lliwiau 
Dillad 


Children to answer in Welsh, presenting their knowledge and understanding of the different clothes types and colours. 

Sensory Tuff tray : to dress the dollies in clothing. 

Outdoor activity (supervised and guided by T.A) – to chalk the outline of T.A’s body and collectively dress them and orally describe the clothes in Welsh. 
T.A to take videos on class iPad to evidence oracy.  




	

Plenary 

(5minutes)
	Class to sing ‘Pen, Ysgwyddau, Coesau, Traed’  collectively to collect children on the carpet.

Lollipop sticks to randomly select a few children to give a sentence describing themselves using the new learnt Welsh language pattern. 

E.B.I – Talk partner discussion to start, what they thought of the lesson. Teacher to bring this disucssion to a head and ask following questions using lollipops to randomise selection: 
· Did you enjoy? Ydych chi’n hoffi heddiw? 
· What have you learned today? Beth ydych chi wedi ddysgu heddiw?
· What did you want more help with? 
· How could Miss Tyler improve this lesson? (e.b.i) 



	Welsh language 
(Teacher use) 
	Ga i weld dy waith di? 

Pwy sy eisiau? 

Pwy sy’n gwybod? / Pwy sy’n cofio?

Tro...sy nesa. 

Tro pwy sy nesa? 
Wnei di roi’r llyfr ar y ddesg? 

Wnewch chi...? 

Wyt ti wedi gorffen? Ydych chi’n wedi gorffen?

Wyt ti’n barod? / Ydych chi’n barod? 





Lesson Plan – Phase 2
Evaluation of the Learning Experience

	Evaluation of Pupil Learning


	Evidence of Learning (including attitude to learning over time)
	Pupils really enjoyed learning the new sentence pattern, especially through the class teacher modelling the activity  and being able to describe themselves to their peers. Although at first the pattern was new, the children grasped the sentence pattern really well and enjoyed being able to describe themselves. 


	Next Steps for Progress

	To continue to have high expectations of my class. The best way for my pupils to develop and learn new Welsh vocabulary is through drilling, songs and rhymes. It is also by immersing themselves in the language which is the aim of the ‘amser drillo’ and the role play area. 

In the future, I would consider differentiating the task further by perhaps asking the more able children to orally present their self-profile, once completed, to their partner and recording as oracy evidence.  




	Reflective Analysis of Teaching and Strategies for Development – including justification/rationale for pedagogical choices


	Evidence of my Effective Practice 


	The introduction to the core teaching was longer than usual due to the new language pattern being learnt and modelled. However, whilst the children did enjoy the introduction, I could see some of them getting restless towards the end.  The self-help word mat proved useful for  the majority of pupils who were expected to need support in the task. It was also beneficial for the higher ability children acting as a form of available cross-reference to self mark their own work. 

	Areas for my Development

Personal Targets for Progress

	I could have asked the other year 1 class teacher to check my lesson plan beforehand to ask her if there was anything I could have edited, amended or included to enhance the children’s learning. Being a non-fluent Welsh speaker, I sometimes simplify the tasks too much and underestimate how much the children already know. I need to remind myself that they have already been immersed in Welsh for their last two academic years in school and probably know more than I give them credit for.  












Lesson 2 – Science and technology/Active learn with enhancement of previously learnt Welsh language pattern 
	Student-teacher
	Siân Tyler
	Class:
	Year 1 

	AoLE/Subject
	Science and technology - Seasons  
	Date:
	Spring/Summer 2021

	Lesson Focus:
	Theme : Seasons (active learn) 

	Relevant/meaningful links to:
Curriculum 
Cross-curricular responsibilities

	Curriciulum coverage : Progression steps, Welsh in English medium sector 

This lesson reinforces the following progression steps from LLC (Welsh second language): 
P1: I can use familiar words and phrases and experiment with newly-learned vocabulary. 
P1: I can experiment with newly-learned vocabulary. 
P1: I can, through play, explore, discover and begin to ask simple questions and offer possible answers based on previous experiences. (Science and technology) 
The progression steps – harder to identify where it targets. They need to be clearer. 
I found it difficult to locate a progression step. New curriculum/progression steps have not been used /experienced enough in planning, due to cancellation of PTE3 experience. This is unfortunate. From my dissertation research, she claimed that the progression steps will need to be refined and developed by schools and this would appear to be the case here. 


	Personal Targets
(Linked to QTS and identfied in weekly review)


	Challenge and expectations 

The teacher provides appropriate levels of challenge and expectations for the range of student abilities and characteristics, motivating learners to achieve. 



	Learning Objectives (Focus on Learning)

	The pupils will learn to: 
· Differentiate between the seasons and understand the changes that occur in the weather 
· Recognise and name different simple types of clothing in Welsh
· Use previously learnt Welsh language phrase ‘Mae…gyda fi’ to complete focus task/activity. 


	Success Criteria 
(process/product)

	I can.../ By the end of the lesson I will be able to... 

· Identify the appropriate clothing to wear during the different seasons 
· Differentiate between the different seasons 
· Recognise and name different types of clothing in Welsh
· Sort clothes into their appropriate seasons
· Use a previously learned Welsh language pattern ‘Mae.....gyda fi’ to describe what they wearing during the different seasons. 




	Key Resources Health & Safety
	· Children will be working in small groups, supported by the class teacher and T.A. The task will require the children to put on different items of clothing and therefore the T.A may need to support and help put the clothes on OVER THEIR SCHOOL UNIFORM.  
· Children will have received modelling of the task in the introduction where the whole class work together to dress the class teacher depending on the season they are talking about.
· Children will be outside exploring the current season (spring/summer) seeing the changes in colours, environment, temperature. T.A will be supervising and children may require sunglasses or suncream if the weather is hot. 





	Time
	Content, Pedagogy & Assessment Opportunities (key teaching points and questions)

	Links to Previous Learning


	Use ‘amser drillo’ to engage and help the children warm up for the Welsh lesson/activity – fireball questions as a class and then in talking partners
Teacher to re-cap over previously learnt Welsh patterns. Q&A : Pwy wyt ti? / Sut wyt ti? / Dillad 

Link and learn seasons in Welsh 
· Y gwanwyn (spring) 
· Yr haf (Summer)
· Yr hydref (autumn)
· Y gaeaf (winter) 

Introduce seasons through actions and by reading ‘Seren’s Seasons’ ebook via the interactive e-book. https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/serens-seasons-ebook-t-e-1000
 


	Opening Phase


	Tacher to initially be dressed in spring clothes, with sunglasses on their head, and read ‘Seren’s Seasons’ e-book ((https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/serens-seasons-ebook-t-e-1000)). 
Ask the children what they thought our new topic for active learn was going to be about (with prompts and leading questions if necessary) 

Identify the four different seasons through TPS (think pair share) and disucss them as a class. 

Polly Push challenge – does anyone know the names of the seasons in Welsh? TPS / drill as a class with actions
Link and learn seasons in Welsh 
· Y gwanwyn (spring) 
· Yr haf (Summer)
· Yr hydref (autumn)
· Y gaeaf (winter) 

Teacher to model oracy task – teacher to ask children to pick clothes for the teacher based on the specific season the teacher has asked to be dressed for. 

Teacher to use ‘Mae.....gyda fi’, language pattern once dressed to describe their outfit for the season. 

	Teaching & Core Learning
	Focus group : 

Children’s headshots to be stuck in their Welsh language books prior the lesson by the T.A

Children to select from a range of different clothing items on A4 sheet handout and cut and stick them on their body. Children are to then write sentences underneath using the 
Mae.......gyda fi – sentence pattern to describe their self-created profile. 

Task to be differentiated : 

Grwp Porffor: To choose 5 different pieces of clothing and write a sentence for each using the new sentence pattern (independently)

Grwp Coch : To choose 4/5 different pieces of clothing and write a sentence for each using the new sentence pattern  (independently/self help mat)

Grwp Glas : To choose 4 different pieces of clothing and write a sentence for each using the new sentence pattern  (with use of self help mat and support from T.A if needed )

Grwp Oren: To choose 3/4 different pieces of clothing and write 3 sentences using the new sentence pattern ( with directed T.A support ) 

Provisions: 

Role play (modelled by teacher and T.A beforehand) 
Clothes shop / Siop Dillad, to develop prior knowledge of welsh language/vocabulary :
Beth wyt ti’n hoffi dillad? 
Cot 
Esgidiau glaw
Siorts
Cardigan
Siwmper 
Sgarff
Sgert
Gwisg
Esgidiau 
Crys-t
Fest
Crys
Menig
Sanau 
Trowsus
Het
Lliwiau 
Dillad 

Children to answer in Welsh, presenting their knowledge and understanding of the different clothes types and colours. 

Sensory Tuff tray : to categorise the objects into their appropriate season pots. 

Outdoor activity :(supervised and guided by T.A) – to explore the season outdoors, collecting objects from the forest school to include in their seasons scrap book. (art lesson for future)




	Plenary


	E.B.I – Talk partner discussion to start, what they thought of the lesson. Teacher to bring this disucssion to a head and ask following questions using lollipops to randomise selection: 
· Did you enjoy? Ydych chi’n hoffi heddiw? 
· What have you learned today? Beth ydych chi wedi ddysgu heddiw?
· What did you want more help with? 
· How could Miss Tyler improve this lesson? (e.b.i) 

Re-cap of the seasons in Welsh, drilling using actions as previously learnt in introduction. 




	Welsh language 
(Teacher use)
	Ga i weld dy waith di? 

Pwy sy eisiau? 

Pwy sy’n cofio? 

Pwy sy’n gwybod? 

Tro...sy nesa. 

Tro pwy sy nesa? 
Wnei di roi’r llyfr ar y ddesg? 

Wnewch chi...? 

Wyt ti wedi gorffen? Ydych chi’n wedi gorffen?

Wyt ti’n barod? / Ydych chi’n barod? 















Lesson Plan – Phase 2
Evaluation of the Learning Experience
	Evaluation of Pupil Learning


	Evidence of Learning (including attitude to learning over time)
	Pupils really enjoyed this development of the Welsh language pattern, whilst learning about the different seasons. Although it was a humanities / active learn session, they were confident in using ‘Mae... gyda fi’ in the focus task and even the lower ability children felt confident because it was a development of familiar/prior knowledge. I made sure that all learners had re-capped their prior knowledge of the subject specific vocabulary / sentence pattern, as well as providing them with new vocabulary to expand their Welsh language. 

	Next Steps for Progress

	
To continue to have the highest expectations of my leaners and of myself. This lesson was well thought through and I was proud to deliver it. It helps to know that the children enjoyed and were all happy learning and engaging with the activities set out for them. 

The best way for pupils to develop their previous knowledge of any topic or language is through immersing themselves in activities that will embed and develop their confidence and skills. 

In the future, I might consider offering a differentiation in the focus activity to include a ‘Polly push’ challenge for the more capable and perhaps a different criteria for the lower ability children. However, only by making mistakes, will I actually become a better reflective practitioner and so I will learn from this mistake and make future lessons better! 




	Reflective Analysis of Teaching and Strategies for Development – including justification/rationale for pedagogical choices


	Evidence of my Effective Practice 


	
The activity was maybe too simple for the more able children and therefore as a facilitator of learning, I was not helping them reach their full potential! However, the majority of the children enjoyed the task and presented a good understanding of the seasons and the Welsh language pattern. 

	Areas for my Development

Personal Targets for Progress

	
I could have possibly asked colleagues of mine to check over my ideas and lesson plans beforehand and asked for help for an extension task for the more able! 

I must always push my children to achieve their full potentail and raise my own expectations of their learning in a session. 
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