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Part 2
Case study 3:
As seen in case study three, Lucy is 2 years and 4-month year old girl who attends day nursery. Mam and dad are the ones to drop Lucy off to day nursery and attends every day. A practitioner noticed mam was very quiet on drop off and dad does all the talking. Lucy had been potty training since she was 2. A practitioner noticed that Lucy attending the toilet quite frequently and mentioned it was painful. When mentioning this on pick up dad said ‘she’s just playing games. The following day, the practitioner could here lucy crying from the toilets, when checking if Lucy was okay, she noticed discharge from her private parts and was red and inflamed, the staff member asked if she was okay and she mentioned daddy said to say, ‘not to say anything, it was their secret.

Recognising and recording
To record this information, the practitioner must write up word for word of what Lucy has shared with her and ensure it is accurate, as Lucy has a red and inflamed private part, a body map needs to be complete. According to Petty (2014) since physical abuse is among the worst types of child abuse, it is critical that it be identified and addressed as soon as possible. You can document any injuries and decide what to do next by using a child protection body map. As well as writing observations of what Lucy has discussed, the practitioner needs to ensure that what the mam and dad were saying needs to be writing up, including the date, and times.

Having regular and relevant training to safeguarding to ensure all staff are of the potential dangers some children or adults maybe in their lifetime. According to Government (2020) everyone who has regular contact with children or youth is accountable for upholding safeguarding standards. All employees must take refresher classes to make sure they are ready for any eventuality, even though the topic was probably addressed in detail during your initial training. This is how receiving safeguarding training can help you in your position.

As seen in case study 3, there are clear signs of many different abuses. These being physical, emotional, sexual abuse and neglect. The NSPCC (no date) suggests long-term repercussions of abuse and neglect may include emotional problems such as depression, anxiety, aggression, or low self-esteem. mental health issues such as thoughts of suicide, self-harm, eating disorders, and depression. challenges involving alcohol or drugs. Recognising, responding and report (no date) all employees and volunteers in the setting need to know that you expect them to report any concerns, disclosures, or allegations related to child safety and to take appropriate action. You must create guidelines that everyone must abide by.

According to the NSPCC (2016) suggests helping protect children in the early childhood educators and teaching assistance who work in the environment with young children much be able to identify the warning signs and symptoms of potential abuse and know how to react appropriately if a child shares an information to themselves. It is everyone’s responsibility to safeguard everyone and every child who is at that setting.

The NSPCC (2019) suggests that having patience and pay attention to what is being said. Refrain from sharing your personal opinions and emotions. Your expression of disbelief or horror may cause them to stop talking and retract their statements. Recognise, responding and report (no date) say Always keep in mind that people can speak up without having to be certain. Never hesitate to contact the person in charge of safeguarding if someone in your organisation has concerns about a member of staff.

As seen in case study 3, the practitioner noticed that mam was quite on drop off and dad done all the talking, the practitioner noticed that Lucy found going to the toilet very painful and noticed she had discharge coming from her private parts. The practitioner reassured Lucy and comforted her. Children may come forward either directly or indirectly being disclosing facts of abuse before they are mature enough to organise their feelings and ideas, (NSPCC, 2021).

According to Early year alliance (2015) early childhood educators and teaching assistants must be knowledgeable about all potential warning signs and symptoms of abuse, as well as how to report any suspected cases of abuse to the proper higher authority. However, all settings, nurseries and schools all have a different safeguarding policy to follow. All practitioners have a duty of care to ensure all concerns, signs or symptoms are raised and reported in the correct way.

Reporting and Referring 
As stated by Morgannwg (2021) It is the duty of any individual to make sure that Children Services or the Police are notified if they have knowledge, concerns, or suspicions that a child is suffering, has suffered, or is likely to be at risk of harm. These agencies are mandated by law to investigate and take appropriate action

As there are many concerns in the case study, the safeguarding officer will be told immediately. According to Safeguarding Wales (no date) A practitioner should speak with their safeguarding lead if, at any time when working with a child or family, they have reason to believe that the child is being abused, neglected, or otherwise mistreated.  Morgannwg (2021) 'Concerns' as opposed to 'known facts' may be the basis of suspicion regarding child abuse. Concerns about child welfare can occur in a variety of situations, including when a child is already familiar to Children Services. Through a referral, concerns can and should be reported to Children Services. Three worries help to construct a picture, along with concerns from other sources, which suggests that a child may be suffering damage, even though they won't necessarily lead to an examination or investigation.

To report the concern, the designated safeguarding officer must report the concern as soon as possible to prevent anymore situations this must be within a 24-hour period. Contacts and Referrals (no date) say that The Threshold Document and Early Help Criteria must be considered for each contact, and a decision regarding the necessary level of response must be made within 24 hours.

Referrals must be very specific, Contact and Referrals (no date) include
· Full names, dates of birth and gender of children.
· Family address and, where relevant, school/nursery attended.
· Identity of those with Parental Responsibility.
· Names and dates of birth of all members of the household.
· Ethnicity, first language and religion of children and parents.
· Nationality and immigration status.
· Any additional needs of the children including the means in which they communicate.
· Any significant recent or past events.
· Cause for concern including details of allegations, their sources, timing, and location.
· The child's current location and emotional and physical condition.
· Whether the child needs immediate protection.
· Details of any alleged perpetrator.
· Referrer's relationship with and knowledge of the child and their family.
· Known involvement of other agencies.
· Information regarding parents' knowledge of the referral.
As seen in this case study, the designated safeguarding officer (DSO), will phone 999 as it is very concerning, and the police will go to the house and give some advice to the DSO. Following on, the DSO will complete a C1 form. A Form C1 may be used in a variety of situations, such as those involving parental responsibility, the appointment of a guardian (or special guardian), requests to modify a child's name, and requests to remove a child from the United Kingdom, (Morgannwg, 2021).  There are 10 sections to a C1 form. Anyone can make the C1 form however, the DSO should be the one to complete the form and follow it up. 
Referral procedures must include screening for eligibility based on the Early Help Criteria and/or Threshold Document, as well as agency and internal electronic database checks to determine whether the child is looked after or has a child protection plan in place, as well as previous knowledge of the family, (Contacts and Referrals, no date). As well as, telling the Designated safeguarding officer the information that has been disclosed needs to be written up word for word. 
After the reporting has been made, the social services team have one working day to decide on and document the next course of action after receiving the report as stated on the Wales Safeguarding procedure app (Safeguarding Wales, no date). Safeguarding Wales (no date) suggests social services are always required to speak with the police very away in any situation that is reported that might seem to be a criminal offence against a child.

Setting responsibility
All this information needs to be told and recorded with the designate safeguarding officers, to ensure a Mash referral is done and the police are contacted straight away after the disclosure has taken place.  According to Camden safeguarding children board (2014) the MASH is an alliance of organisations that have a responsibility to protect children, and who have committed to exchanging data about families and kids and cooperating as a cohesive unit to enhance decision-making in child welfare situations. Working together to safeguard children section (19) says that effective multi-agency collaboration is essential for determining and meeting the needs of the families and children (HM Government, 2023)

As well as the setting being responsible for the safeguarding concern, the NSPCC (2023) suggests the protection of children and young people is everyone's duty. To ensure that every child, regardless of background or circumstance, is similarly safeguarded from harm, safeguarding policies and procedures should be in place at all groups that interact with or come into contact with children. In addition, adult protection is everyone's responsibility. Each of us has a responsibility to make sure that everyone in our communities is treated with respect and decency, is free to make decisions about their lives without undue pressure, and is, whenever feasible, shielded from abuse and damage, (Local Government Association, 2023).

There are six principals to safeguarding these being:
· Empowerment 
· Prevention
· Protection
· Proportionality 
· Partnership 
· Accountability (Netex, 2023) 

According to Lepkowska and Nightingale (2019) say that schools continue to be among the first institutions in place to safeguard children and adolescents, and a key component of their work is providing child protection and safeguarding. In addition, Rachael’s Playhouse (2023) say that the setting's staff will be on the lookout for any remarks made that raise red flags, unexpected bruises or marks, notable behavioural changes, and general decline that raises concerns. A youngster will be impacted by all of these in different ways, so it is unacceptable. Children require safety, so we'll make sure to give them the greatest care possible while keeping in mind that they depend on adults to keep them safe. We also need to be alert to any possible instances of violence and domestic abuse between parents that might be occurring in a child's home.
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