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Targets:

· Check your referencing technique as you should, for example, include page refs with direct quotes.
· Proofread your work and use educational texts to model a more academic style of writing.
· Avoid statements that are not based on educational research and practice.


Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined below. Discuss these principles in relation to your experience in school showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.

Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.

Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.

Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.
                                                                                                     (Donaldson 2015:68)

Donaldson’s (2015) Pedagogic Principles, as highlighted above, show some guidance in how influential good teaching and learning is a successful experience, both for the learner and the teacher. Without it being a successful experience, nothing is gained for either party in the classroom. Therefore, having outlines to base good teaching and learning off, sets a good benchmark to start ensuring a good experience is taking place for both the learner and the teacher. Donaldson’s pedagogical principles highlight the importance of personalised and interesting learning for the children to experience. This is shown through the first of the three listed above emphasizing the importance of a blend of approaches to teaching that will then help the children to be engaged in their learning with it being a unique experience for the learners to be in. The second principle highlights the importance of building on previous knowledge to help the children be interested in what they are learning as they already have some knowledge on the topic to begin with. The third then emphasizes one of the main concepts on the new curriculum with the importance of the Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLE) and that lessons span over several of the areas rather than just focusing on just one, as they tend to do under the current curriculum where subjects are separated rather than blended.

The first Pedagogical Principle of Donaldson’s listed above, that ‘good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching’ is shown to be important by Malaguzzi’s Reggio Emilia approach. It is vital that a mixture of methods is used to teach in the classroom so that the children can increase their independence by learning for themselves, whilst also having the teacher support their learning to progress onto the next level. Malaguzzi’s Reggio Emilia approach highlights the importance of the child having independence to learn for themselves through play and uses their own approach to learning through this. The Reggio Emilia approach shows good teaching and learning by using a blend of approaches, with their main approach being to let the child be independent by themselves and learn for themselves through play, whilst also showing a small involvement from the teacher to be there to encourage their learning. Although this approach is very different to what is common in classrooms in Wales, it is important to recognise how this approach may help to enhance what Donaldson suggests is good practice as their approach is quite unique with the amount of independence they give their learners. However, this can also be challenged as it may also be suggested that the Reggio Emilia approach is not a form of ‘good teaching’ as it is not so much a blend of approaches to teach, but rather that they let the children be independent in their learning and just use one approach; but many would disagree that their approach is a good approach to teaching. The importance of having a blend of approaches, including direct teaching is shown through my placement experience. Whilst in my placement school in a nursery class, they would teach the same topic or theme using several different approaches, both in a group and independently. For example, in learning the shape and formation of letters, they used Read Write Inc (Miskin, 2006) as part of the class group with every member of the class sat down and listening to the teacher to introduce saying the rhyme to how each letter is formed, then being one on one with the teacher in front of the class saying the rhyme. This would then be part of the focus task to practice forming the letter itself along with the rhyme, and finally as part of the enhanced task to see if they are able to form the letter independently. This shows evidence of good teaching and learning by blending a range of approaches to ensure that the child can complete the task to a high standard – shown by the teacher monitoring what the child does individually – and the child being able to do it independently. However, as much as letting the children be able to work independently is highly important in order for the children to be able to progress further, it is also important that they are occasionally monitored when completing their work as to how well they are doing it and if it is correct. This is important because if the children were to make an error in their work and were not made aware of it, it is likely that they would continue to complete the work incorrectly and therefore waste time. For example, one of the activities I completed with the class on placement was a simple picture addition activity for numeracy. Within this, the class was beginning their ability to learn the skill of picture addition, and so it was vital that I checked on their ability to complete the worksheet as they progressed through it so that they did not consistently make the same error thinking they were correct as it then harder to correct them. Through the teacher ensuring that the child can complete the task with the child, this direct teaching allows both the child and the teacher to gain an idea of the level that the learner is then at. As part of the Foundation Phase, this can begin to introduce the idea of assessment, with the child unknowingly being assessed as to their ability to recognise each letter through the rhyme and their ability to form it. This is included in the idea that “assessment is effective when it involves early and perceptive feedback to learners so that they know what they have to do to improve and have time to make any changes” (Cox, 2020). This is shown by the class as through assessing how well the learners are doing gradually over time in completing the task, they are able to know which children need more time to focus on the activity one-to-one as they are repeatedly staying at the same level, rather than waiting a substantial amount of time before assessing their ability and not knowing if they are progressing or not. When a child knows that they are progressing or how well they are doing in completing a task or activity, it also often offers some form of motivation to then progress even further. To counter this, if a child feels that they are not progressing in their ability to complete an activity, they might lose motivation to try and work harder – so by reminding them of small accomplishments, it can motivate them. If you use different approaches to reach the same conclusion, it is more likely that the children will understand what is being taught to them and so will keep motivation to try. This was shown with a particular pupil in the class who when told how many of the letters he had achieved correctly, collecting the letter cards as he went, he was much more upbeat and happy at the end of the ‘assessment’ than he was at the beginning. This shows superb evidence of good teaching and learning by the teacher and the learner as the teacher’s blend of approaches to teach the skill to the learner was so successful, the learner was motivated at the end of what was intended to be an assessment.

Donaldson’s Pedagogical Principle that ‘good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest’, is evidently shown by Piaget, Vygotsky and Bruner. Piaget viewed this growth as parts of a Schema. This schema is what he sees as the basic building block of knowledge that all other knowledge can be based off. Piaget considers knowledge to start with ‘assimilation’ as the beginning part of knowledge, ‘equilibrium’ which connects everything to the theory, ‘disequilibrium’ where something appears that may cast doubt, and ‘accommodation’ where new information can then be added to the schema (Learning Classes Online, 2019). Therefore, good teaching and learning would be seen by Piaget as having repeated knowledge that is gradually built on in order to confirm the knowledge is concrete. It is therefore likely that Piaget would agree with Donaldson’s idea of good teaching and learning building on previous knowledge as he would think the same through his Schema theory. Whilst in my placement school, the teacher showed the ability to use a blend of approaches very efficiently. She did this through using a thematic approach to cover several different methods of creating a daffodil, gradually increasing the independence that the children were given to complete the activity. In the first instance, the children had a focus task with the teacher to colour in an outline of a daffodil, simply trying to stay inside the line. The children then had enhanced activities involving them making a collage of yellow and green paper to fill in the same daffodil outline; and drawing flowers freehand now that they had seen them several times throughout the past weeks. They then finished the topic having another focus task to trace the outline of the daffodil and colour that in, improving their fine motor skills even further and ensuring that they were able to complete the task at hand. Throughout these activities, the children were given more independence and had to build on the knowledge they had learnt in the previous weeks in order to complete the task to a high standard. The children and the teacher both showed examples of good teaching and learning throughout these lessons, with the knowledge that the learners gained at first being gradually built on so that they were able progress in what they were learning. The children had to remember how to colour in neatly and what daffodils looked like in order to complete the set of tasks efficiently. This brings a good sense of learning as the children are then progressing in what they have learnt in small stages, rather than having to try and learn new skills frequently and not actually progressing in the skills they have already learnt. It is likely that Vygotsky would have also supported Donaldson’s Pedagogical Principle involving building on previous knowledge due to his theory surrounding the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). As mentioned in a booklet by the Welsh Assembly Government (2008), Vygotsky highlights “that what a child can achieve with assistance today, a child will be able to achieve independently tomorrow” (p.30). Vygotsky therefore believes that if a child is given the right amount of support to begin with, they will be able to build on this supported knowledge they have learnt, and progress to a higher level of understanding independently over time. Therefore, by choosing resources and setting tasks that build on previously learnt knowledge, the child will have frequent opportunities to successfully enhance their knowledge. This will improve the learning experience for themselves and make it easier for the teacher to teach the children as the learner would remember some of the knowledge already. Similarly, Bruner held the importance of needing to ‘scaffold’ learners in order to enable a child to make progress. This was again highlighted by the Welsh Assembly Government’s booklet (2008) stating that in order for the teacher to be able to effectively scaffold the learning of the child, they need to be aware of what the child already knows in order to build on this. Therefore, Bruner is likely to also agree with Donaldson in that when tasks and resources are set that build on previous knowledge, the result of learning is more successful than when the knowledge is not built on. This idea is also highlighted by Costa and Kallick (2013) in their theory about the Habits of Mind. Within this, they highlight the importance on applying past knowledge to new situations in order to understand knowledge that you are wanting to learn.  Therefore, Donaldson makes a very valid point about the importance on building on previous knowledge in order to increase the knowledge already learnt by the child in order to progress and so by having this principle as part of the curriculum, it would be seen as a strength by many as this a good reminder to always build onto knowledge to enhance further learning. However, it is also important to recognise that to initiate ones knowledge in a subject, they must start off having no knowledge on it and so there may be no previous knowledge to build from. Donaldson’s theory is wholly correct as usually there is some form of previous knowledge to build new learning from, dependent on the age of the children learning.

The third of Donaldson’s Pedagogical Principles listed above, highlights the importance of creating a unique teaching experience, saying that ‘good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience’. An example of this is in the wide range of activities given in most Foundation Phase classrooms that allow the children to use different skills they may have in order to learn various skills. This may also help them to be interested in partaking in activities if they are interested in part of the skill. For example, if a lesson is centred around a difficult science topic that may be hard for a child to understand on its own as a spoken lesson, it may help to also have creative elements in it. This is because it can interest the learner and they may become interested in learning the science skill because it becomes fun to learn, and it is now something they would like to do, rather than that they have to do it. This creates an idea of good teaching and learning as the teacher is able to make the children want to learn, rather than have the children feeling as if they have to learn. An example used on placement which included several Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLE) in the one lesson, was when teaching letters. This had the main AoLE as being Languages, Literacy and Communication, but also used a wide use of colour to make the formation of letters more interesting and entertaining to do. Similarly, a lesson I taught focused on enhancing the children’s Creative Development as they made daffodil pinwheels, but also helped to develop their Languages, Literacy and Communication skills in both English and Welsh. It developed their Communication skills when they were asked to describe what they had made and what each part of the flower was called, and developed their Welsh when they were reminded of what colours made up the daffodil in another language. This helped the children to enhance their languages skills without realising it, and so, if one of the children in the class found it difficult to remember what the different parts of the flower were called – part of Science and Technology also – learning it in another way, through a creative means, may help them to enjoy learning it and remember it. This Pedagogical Principle of Donaldson’s can be linked to the view of Gardner, as mentioned by the Welsh Government’s booklet (2008) (page 31), who viewed intelligence through eight different intelligences, rather than just through linguistic and mathematical skills. These eight other intelligences then included linguistic and logical-mathematical skills along with musical, interpersonal (social), visual-spatial (pictures), bodily-kinaesthetic (physical), and naturalist. This can easily be compared to Donaldson’s view of the new curriculum with the six Areas of Learning and Experiences that then encompass subject areas: Health and Wellbeing linking to the physical; Humanities linking to the naturalist; Expressive Arts linking to visual-spatial; Science and Technology again linking to naturalist; as well as Languages and Numeracy as explained. The direct link to Gardner’s theory here can help cement the idea that combining different ideas in order to teach effectively can be successful. It also supports the idea that if you bring together different skills people may have, or ‘intelligences’ as Gardner puts it, it can help increase the understanding of the topic if it is looked at in different ways. However, it is important to also recognise that it is not always possible to look at a topic using several different Areas of Learning and Experiences, and therefore would make the understanding that you are trying to centre all the ideas off make less sense, and not in fact be a successful example of good teaching and learning.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, Donaldson highlights some very important points as part of his Pedagogical Principles, with all three of those listed proving useful when trying to portray good teaching and listening practice. The first principle, that “good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching”, is partially supported by Malaguzzi as they do not use such a blend of approaches, but rather just a different approach than in Wales. The second principle  that “good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest” is, however, highly supported by Piaget, Vygotsky and Bruner, with it being commonly done anyway, regardless of it being a particular principle. Having this principle as a reminder is something that can help massively support good practice in the classroom as it means that teachers are reminded to build on what children already know in order to successfully expand their knowledge. The third principle mentioned is something that comes into practice as teaching develops in Wales at the current time saying “good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience”. Therefore, Donaldson’s Pedagogical Principles are a good basis to show good teaching and learning from.
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