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[bookmark: _Hlk1405940]I have discovered the secret that after climbing a great hill, one only finds that there are many more hills to climb. I have taken a moment here to rest, to steal a view of the glorious vista that surrounds me, to look back on the distance I have come. But I can rest only for a moment, for with freedom come responsibilities, and I dare not linger, for my long walk is not ended.” – Nelson Mandela 
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South Africa is a large, diverse and incredibly beautiful country on the southernmost tip of the African Continent. It varies from the stunning beauty of the Garden Route of the Western Cape to the breath- taking sights of the Kruger National Park in the North East.  The country overflows with the unforgettable. Wildlife safaris, sun-soaked coast, active adventure, bustling cities and vibrant culture.
In 2017, South Africa welcomed over 16 million tourists, over half of the international arrivals are for business purposes, while also partaking in tourist activities as well, while 15% travel for pure tourism and 30% visit family and friends.
South Africa continues to play a significant role in the development of tourism on the African Continent. Bilateral cooperation agreements in tourism were signed with Zambia, Malawi and Senegal.
South Africa is marketed both internationally and domestically as a preferred tourism and business events destination, it ensures that both tourist facilities and services are of the highest standard, and monitors and evaluates the performance of the toursim sector. [www.gov.za]
According to Torkildsen “In the recent past, tourism was defined by government agencies as visits away from home with at least one overnight stop. Day visits did not feature in tourism economics and visiting relatives and friends was not viewed as significant. That view has changed over the years in light of what actually occurs: day visits and visiting relatives and friends are now seen as important market sectors and of economic value” (Torkildsen, p283)
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The climate in South Africa varies, with a total landmass of 470,900 square miles. It is a land of dry desert, tropical coasts, woodland and snow-capped mountains. Depending on when you travel and what part of South Africa you go to, it is possible to experience almost every different kind of weather.
Even though it is difficult to generalise South Africa’s weather, it does have four distinct seasons, summer, autumn, winter and spring. Summer lasts from November to January, while winter lasts from June to August. 
South Africa sees average highs of 82 defrees Fahrenheit although this does vary depending on region. The coast tends to be more consistent where as the arid and mountainous areas see the greatest fluctuation in seasonal temperatures. 

Regardless of where you are visiting in South Africa it is always advisable to pack for all occasions.
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As reported on gov.za the majority of tourists to South Africa come from neighbouring African countries, with the highest percentage coming from Zimbabwe with almost 2.04 million visitors. While leading the way for international tourists at just under half a million in 2017 is Great Britain.

Tourism contributed R136 billion, about 2.9% of the gross domestic product in 2017. 
Tourism directly and indirectly supported over 1.5 million jobs in 2017, 9.5% of total emloyemnt and potential to grow employment in the sector to 2.1 million jobs by 2028. 
The key countries with excellent growth in arrivals in 2017 were Russia, France and Germany.
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[bookmark: _Hlk2851898]Many visitors to South Africa are pleasantly surprised by its excellent infrastructure, which draws favourable comparison with other countries, such as Australia and the USA. There are good air links with numerous daily flights leaving London Heathrow with a variety of airlines.
With a large variety of adventure on offer in South Africa it is perfect for Adventure seekers no matter what the age but look further and you will find there is something for all types of tourists. From culture and heritage to beautiful scenery, spectacular coastline and of course not forgetting the African safaris. 
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According to stats.gov.za Tourism plays an important role in the South African economy, tourism direct GDP was R103,6 billion in 2013, rising from R93,5 billion in 2012. The industry’s contribution to total GDP remained stable at 2,9% for both years.
Domestic visitors contributed 57% (R124,7 billion) of total tourism spend in 2013, while international visitors contributed 43% (R94,2 billion). Total tourism spend in 2013 was R218,9 billion, a rise of 9,7% from R199,4 billion in 2012.
Rising visitor numbers and increased spending is bound to influence employment within the industry. The number of persons employed in the tourism industry increased by 9 854, from 645 755 persons in 2012 to 655 609 persons in 2013. The tourism industry employs about 4,4% of all employed persons in South Africa.
According to Butler “Throughout the world, tourism continues to develop as a significant social and economic activity.” (Butler, p.1)
The tourism industry is essential for the economic growth of a country, higher visiting numbers results in higher employment and increased investment in an area. The development of tourist facilities tends to be ‘supply led’ with local authorities initially investing public money, which in turn attracts investment from the private sector. (torkildsen, p288)



Cape Town
Cape Town is a city with unrivalled culture and diversity, boasting a mix of old and new and is South Africa most visited city. Set along the mountainous Cape Peninsula and overlooked by the magnificent Table Mountain. Known for its beautiful natural surroundings, rich in history and diverse culture, with incredible cuisine and wine that make Cape Town a top destination for travellers the world over. 
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Table Mountain is more than just a back drop to the city, it is the solid core of Cape Town, dividing the city into distinct zones with public gardens, wilderness forest, hiking routes and vineyards. Slowly rotating cable cars take you to the top of Table Mountain where you can take in the sweeping views,  you can look  out over the city to the north and  down to the busy harbour and boats heading to Robben Island, the notorious prison that once held Nelson Mandela,  to the west you look out over the Twelve Apostles and  over the Atlantic seaboard. To the south the mountainsides are covered in forests with vineyards and the Botanical Gardens on the lower slopes. Each view as spectacular as the other.  
	Waterfront Silo Market– The waterfront market, held on the last Saturday of every month. Full of local crafts and unique products from local talented young start-up companies and up and coming performers making it a fun experience.
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	Boulder Beach - A beautiful sandy cove, made up of inlets between granite boulders from which its name originated. Tourists flock here to see the free roaming colony of African penguins.
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www.capetown.travel
The waterfront and Robben Island, where the city meets the sea. Take in the sites of the city and the surrounding waterfront, a wonderland of restaurants, coffee bars, shopping and aquariums at the foot of Table Mountain. Experience the Canal District at the entrance to the Waterfront, offering a range of water activities, kayaking, stand up padding and swimming. The Piazza with both dining and shopping experiences, gardens, pathways and benches to just sit and take in the surroundings. 
The area is home to a Skate and scooter park, where you can show off your skills, a multi-purpose court where you can join in basketball and soccer games. If you are looking for something less energetic then enjoy a picnic at Battery Park, a large urban park where you can relax and enjoy the sunshine. Whatever your age or preference there is something for everyone to enjoy.
From the Waterfront you can take a boat trip across to Robben Island where Nelson Mandela was held prisoner for 18 years before being elected as President. The island is a UNESCO World Heritage site and has served as a whaling station and a leper colony before is became a maximum-security prison for political prisoners and convicted criminals. 
Today it is a reminder of the apartheid system and a symbol of the victory over suffering and injustice. The prison is now a museum with daily tours conducted by ex-political prisoners. Every year thousands of tourists visit the prison to immerse themselves into South Africa’s past and view the cell where Nelson Mandela spent his 18 years. 





Plettenberg Bay

[image: Image result for plettenberg bay]
Plettenberg Bay is a seaside town on the Garden Route in South Africa’s Western Cape Province. The sandy Central Beach and Lookout Beach both have superb surf breaks. To the south, Robberg Nature Reserve is a rocky peninsula with trails and the Stone Age Nelson Bay Caves. Northeast are Birds of Eden, a free-flight bird sanctuary in indigenous forest, and an elephant sanctuary. Whales come near the coast in migration season and is a spectacular sight to see.
Enjoy long lazy days on sunny beaches or the buzzing nightlife and cocktail circuit. Have an early start and ride though the forests, go parachuting or bungee jumping. If wildlife is your passion then monkeys and elephants and other wild animals and birds dotted around the Plettenburg area.
And why not visit one of the 16 wine estates, take a township tour or just enjoy the summer festivals!
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Plettenburg is easily accessible with just an hour’s flight from Cape Town to George Airport or a two hour flight from Johannesburg.  It is a perfect place to spend a few days unwinding.


Stellenbosch
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Stellenbosch renowned for its wine has hundreds of estates scattered around the outskirts of the town, many of them produce world class wine. Stellenbosch is the most well-known town in South Africa. It is full of history, culture, natural beauty, sport and education. 
The buildings reflect over three centuries of occupation, including Dutch, Georgian and Victorian architecture.  Best known for its wine industry, its heritage as an education centre started in 1859 when theological seminary was established. In 1918 a University was founded, the University of Stellenbosch, to this day the University remains an internationally recognized education centre and one of the leading universities on the African continent. 
In 1971 Stellenbosch became the first region in South Africa to establish a wine route as an organised network of wineries which tourists could come and experience the product and vine.
With investors from France, Germany, Switzerland, Italy and America, more than 150 wineries offer an unique cellar- door experience for the wine lover and tourist.
The Stellenbosch wine route offers 5 routes which each have their own personal characteristics in terms of wine styles, climates and geographical location.
Overlooking the entire town are the magnificent and dramatic mountains, namely the Stellenbosch, Jonkershoek and Simonsberg Mountains. A perfect setting for the wine lovers amongst us. 
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Kruger National Park

If you have a love of wildlife and the outdoors then Kruger National park is one of Africas largest game reserve. It covers an area of 19,485 square kilometres in the province of Limpopo and Mpumalanga in northeastern South Africa and extends 360 kilometres from north to south and 65 kilometres east to west. 
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Steeped in legend and history,  it is where you have the highest chance of spotting the ‘Big 5’ – elephant, lion, leopard, rhino and buffalo as well over 130 other mammals and over 500 varieties of bird in their natural environment. The park offers overwhelming beauty and spectacular landscapes, from moutainous backdrops and open savannahs to riverbanks and waterholes, where you can take in the view of a variety of animals gathering to drink.
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Situated throughout the reserve are lodges offering luxury accommodation and daily safari tours. Often overlooking watering holes or rivers with outside decking conveniently placed for a perfect view of the animals. 
Tours out into the bush are twice a day, early morning and at sunset where the animals are most active. At the end of the evening tour, stop at a high spot and enjoy a drink while watching the glorious sunset. 
Being so remote and far away from the crowds, this is the one place you can get away from it all with a total sense of tranquillity. 




Looking at Plog’s Psychocentric/Allocentric theory, where Psychocentric tourists prefer familiar surroundings and destinations, more leaning towards packaged tours and tourist areas that may feel safe and the Allocentric tourist is a person who prefers exotic destinations, getting involved with the local community and a more unstructured adventurous holiday.  South Africa would fall into the category of the Allocentric tourist, with a vast variety of adventure on offer, from its beautiful beaches, whale watching, shark diving, local culture and safaris, it is definitely more suited to the more adventurous of tourists. 
Taking into consideration safety and security in South Africa and looking at how the country was back in 1948 when the apartheid enforced a racial hierarchy, Apartheid meaning apartness in Afrikaans lasted from 1948 to 1991, privileging white South Africans and enforcing racial segregation, enforcing that different racial groups lived separately, stopping all inter-marriage and social integration between racial groups. 
During this period of time tourism was severely affected, South Africa was isolated from the world, the WTO dropped it and stopped promoting tourism for the country and even though it had so much to offer a tourist, it was proving to be a poor choice for a holiday.
Following the end of the apartheid in 1991, it was then crime and violence that kept the tourists away for many years. However following the rugby world cup in 1995, which was a huge boost for the country, tourism started to improve and finally South Africa was recognised as a holiday destination again.
As in any country safety is at the forefront for any tourist, it is always advisable to do your research, if booking tours or excursions then it is always best to book through a reputable company.  Know your surroundings and the places you wish to visit beforehand. 
To conclude, South Africa after suffering from many years of low tourism numbers during the apartheid years and the WTO stopping promotion for the country, tourism is now on the increase and the country is once again a recommended destination with plenty of wonderful experiences to offer the visitor. 
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