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In this assignment, I will be evaluating the success and limitations of Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 in preventing miscarriages of justice. I will be looking at the powers which are provided to police officer under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 and the guidance which provide the ‘Code of Practice’. Whilst doing this, I will be using books, articles, case studies and reliable websites to get information on this subject matter.


The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) was created to ensure that everyone was treated fairly and preventing miscarriages of justice from happening which is evidential that it’s a success in today’s society This will guarantee that every person will get the same treatment off a member of the police as they now follow PACE on a daily rescheme. This procedure will cover the police in daily activities with the public and how to deal with them and knowing the do’s and don’ts of their job. 


Before Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) came out, they used the Vagrancy Act 1824 section 4 which was known as the ‘sus’ law according to Whitfield, J (2009). This act enabled the police to stop and search people with little grounds which would cover them if they suspected something in a public place with ‘intent to commit an arrestable offence’. During the time where Sus was about, the public and statistics had shown that there was a grow with police officers using stop and search regularly with black men.

Case study before PACE came in from Connell,K (2011) wrote in his article about the Brixton Riots which happened in 1980’s because of miscarriage of justice which happened when a black man got arrested as a result of the man having coloured skin and was reported by John, C (2006) that there was a ‘racial disadvantage was a fact’. Lessons learnt from the riots was that there was need to improve the police’s relationship between themselves and black community because of the miscarriage of justice. John, C (2006) wrote an article about the riots. The riots took place in South London April 1981 as it went on for approximately three days after a police officer had arrested a black man. It was an ‘area where 25% of residents were from an ethnic minority group’. There is such a low percentage of black men who are not in employment due to the colour of their skin, tension because of the colour of them and them being deprived which weren’t working out for the people who had coloured skin and wasn’t being helped by the police either. During the riots, it was mainly black young men who were attacking police officers, the streets, buildings and vehicles. The young black men during this riot believed that the police officers were being very discriminated because of the ‘Sus law’ which left the officers stop and search anyone if they wanted to. This made the police believe that the black men were a threat to the community which then meant they would carry out stop and search on them. 


The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 was created by Parliament through the statue law then had become an Act when it was granted. PACE was put in place to keep order, prevent crimes, obey rules and make everything fair in the police force and to ensure equality. It keeps communities safer and for the people to feel comfortable in their own homes. The place ‘bringing offenders to justice’ voiced Brown, D (1991). The police had certain powers put in place which they had to obey by for example, when arresting someone. It’s also in place for the public’s rights. They would have to follow a certain procedure which is PACE. To the police, PACE is their bible and use it every single day on shift. There was a ‘new regime’ put in place for the suspects detention which why the ‘code of practice’ was created to ‘safeguard’ people and victims. As a result of this, there was an increase in solicitors being asked for as it was in their rights for one. This was a success as officers had to follow procedure for the right of the detainee. In the first 2 years of PACE when it came in, there was a decrease in figures of crimes. Flatley, J (2017) stated online that in 1987 there were police recorded crime figures showing around 3,892 crimes in England and Wales, year ending December. By 1988, there was a decrease in police recorded crime figures showing around 3,716 crimes in England and Wales, year ending December. Those statistics shows that crime had started to decrees as a form of PACE being brought in.  


As PACE wasn’t used till the year 1986, proof here shows that there were a lot of people being arrested from football matches. This doesn’t necessary mean that they had lawful evidence to arrest someone. Office, H (2017) discloses that in 1984 to 1985 there were 3,752 arrest made in football matches in England and Wales. This statistic is extortionate with how high it is, at this point PACE wasn’t used. But, now looking more towards 1987 to 1988 where PACE was used, there was a reduced statistic of 929 arrests made. This proves that maybe arrests were being made which weren’t covering enough grounds but still carrying on with it. As the figures lower, this might be the case that people now need to follow procedures and fit the public into codes which then enables them to stop and search with reasonable grounds. The population of people in the UK in 2010 was 62.76 million according to Large, P (2013). Office, H (2019) shows that in 2010/11, there was 113,085 arrests made on black people and 1,075,562 arrests made on white people. There are such high percentage of white people living in the UK that it makes up for the high amount of arrests made compared to the black number of arrests. In England and Wales, the Office, H (2019) mention that the number of arrests made in 2017 and 2018 by of black ethnic people were 65,919. The figures are enormous. The statistics of white people in the year 2017/18 who were arrested was 505,780. Those number are huge. Population of white is a lot more which then makes up for the amount of arrest. Still by looking at the figures, it has decreased a lot since then. Looking at comparing from 1984 when PACE wasn’t an act and looking at statistics when PACE had come in, figures had changed drastically whilst looking at the football statistics. Also, comparing 2010/11 and 2017/18 where there was more population in 2010/11 with 62.76 million and in 2017/18 according to Park, N (2018) there was 66 million in the UK. This gives the outlook of more population, less arrests made on white people. But in 2010/11, there was less population but more arrest being made as a result of black people.



The limitations of PACE to try and prevent miscarriages of justice from happening for example stop and search. Before PACE, a police officer would stop and search someone with as little grounds as possible. Office, H (2019) shows statistic of stop and search in 2017/18 per 1,000 people by ethnicity. There as 73,000 black people who had stop and search procedure done to them. Comparing to the amount of white people with the statistics of 3,000 people. There is a huge difference between them both. Nowadays in 21st century, there isn’t as much racism in society and when asking people about what they think with racism and they believed there is hardly any within the police as you don’t hear much about it. After showing the statistics, it was clear that there is so much racism in the police force still, it’s disgusting. It really does question, does PACE even work with officers? Absolutely not with statistics like they have! No wonder people start a protest on police officer for racism because they have the right to do so with huge comparison between the white and black people. Barrett, D (2014) expresses when Theresa May had introduced ‘new restrictions’ on ‘stop and search and search powers’. She explains that when someone gets stopped and search then ‘nobody wins when stop and search is misused’. She mentions that it's a ‘waste of police time’ but can also ‘damage the relationship between the public and police’. The procedure is only there to try and ‘tackle crime and keep people safe.



Equality and Human Rights Commission (2010) express about Stop and Search statistics and facts that black people are getting arrested more than what white people are which is totally wrong if they’re not following PACE. The statistics which have been shown above are ‘disproportionality ratio’. Stop and search only plays a small amount of role in detecting and preventing crime. It clearly shows that stop and search procedure is being used in a very ‘discriminatory and unlawful way’. 

A case study of miscarriage of justice after PACE had been installed is the Hillsborough disaster which happened in 1989. This incident was after PACE meaning there was miscarriages of justice. Despite the purpose of PACE is to prevent miscarriages but yet again, it’s still happening. This questions whether PACE even works? Casciani, D (2016) explains on his article about the Hillsborough disaster when people went to watch a game of football and the stadium had collapsed killing many people. The disaster has been a 27 year wait just to hear what the jury says about 
‘the police were wrong, that the fans were innocent and 96 blameless people had been unlawfully killed’.
News, BBC (2016) and Scraton, P (2009) has the same thoughts about Hillsborough and that it is ‘unresolved’. It expresses that there have been a lot of questions asked when evidence had gone to court about some fans who were ‘unlawfully killed’. The jury had answered four points in court that there was ‘breach of that duty of care’ to a ‘96year old who died in the care of Supt David Duckenfield’ and also that there was a ‘breach of his duty of care caused the deaths’ and that there were ‘deaths amounted to gross negligence’. 



PACE is the success in the ‘Code of Practice’. The powers which provided PACE with guidance which is the ‘code of practice’ which are standards in the force where they follow daily to protect public rights. Office, H (2013) explains what the codes of practice are on the Government website. The codes are A, B, C, D, E, F, G, and H with all different meanings and purposes. Code A is for powers to stop and search a person or a vehicle without making an arrest and for a police officer to make a record of stop and encounter. Code B is the power to search a premise and seize and retain property found on premises and persons. Code C is a power for detention, question suspects which are not related to terrorism in police custody by officers. Code D is a power to identify people in connection with investigation of offences and keeping reliable criminal records. Code E is the power to hold an audio recording of interviews with suspects in the station. Code F is the power to visual record with sound interviewing suspects. Code G is the power to arrest under section 24 and PACE 1984 as amended by section 110 of the Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005. Lastly, code H is a power to detainee, treatment and questioning of suspects related to terrorism in police custody by police officers. It also includes the requirements to explain a person’s rights while detained in connection with terrorism. These codes are police powers which they follow when needed. They follow the Code of Practice which results in everyone in the job follow the same procedures and investigations are completed the same too to reduce miscarriages of justice. 


To conclude on all case studies from pre-PACE and after PACE, it clearly shows that miscarriages of justice are still happening with PACE involved. Before PACE, the Brixton Riots had miscarriages of justice happening as they weren’t following any procedures and if so they would do so on hardly any grounds. The officers during this time were very racist which had an effect on the public of course as they believed it wasn’t right which made them retaliate in the riots. The public didn’t get on with the police during this time as they didn’t believe the way the officers worked was a positive. Looking at the case study of Hillsborough after PACE was introduced, miscarriages of justice was still happening. Officers were still breaching their Codes of Practice by doing this and still not on the public’s side. Despite PACE coming in, it hasn’t changed anything regarding the case studies as miscarriages of justice is still happening even if the police have positive powers in force to prevent danger.



To conclude on the assignment, after using numerous books, websites and articles on evaluating the success and limitations of PACE in preventing miscarriages of justice my statistics show that police officers breaching their codes of practice and are still being racist towards members of the public who are black. The success of PACE is that every officer is meant to follow procedure and work alongside their bible to prevent miscarriages of justice from happening and sometimes this works which then enables their backs been covered. The limitations but also the power of PACE and stop and search regimes with statistics showing that officers are racist with stopping more black people than white even though their job is to prevent crime and keep people safe but when they discriminate black people no wonder they want to cause a problem with communities which then will involve the police.
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