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Commentary on the Description of William Cragh’s miracle from the Oxford, Exter College MS 158 fols. 18r–19r, trans. H.R. Webster. 
The translation of “The Miracle of William Cragh” informs us that on the 2nd of December c.1290 A.D., lord William of Briouze, his wife, William Cragh of Gower, and many others gathered at the tomb of Thomas of Cantilupe.  This was due to events that had taken place on the 26th of November when Cragh had prayed to God, asked for Thomas’s help, and renounced his wicked ways in exchange for his life before being hung. First with the rope breaking, then the beam of the gallows snapping in the middle, he was hung from one of the posts of the gibbet, possibly being strangled rather than having his neck broken. Cut down by his friends on permission of the lord of Briouze he was taken to be buried. During the burial he suddenly came back from the dead, thanking God and Thomas of Cantilupe for saving his life, which caused everyone present to do the same.[footnoteRef:1] Cragh had a silver penny bent to ‘God's servant,’ a miracle in itself in the past, however, the Jews and some Christians had been accused, amongst other things, of counterfeiting coins and in 1287 A.D.  the Jews in Hereford were arrested and in c.1290 A.D.,[footnoteRef:2] King Edward I had them expelled from the City, with many killed.[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  Bartlett, Robert. The Hanged Man: A story of miracle, memory, and colonialism in the Middle Ages. (Princeton University Press, (2004), 168.]  [2:  History House, “What is Coin Clipping?” (2023), <https://historyhouse.co.uk/articles/coin_clipping.html> (Accessed 24-06-2023).]  [3:  Hereford City Council. “History of the City of Hereford. A pocketbook guide to events that make up the history of The City of Hereford” Hereford City Council (2023), <https://herefordcitycouncil.gov.uk/history-of-the-city-of-hereford/> (Accessed 04-07-2023).] 

The greatest miracle is thought to be one from a God, carried out by nature and with no explanation, such as being cured of a disease or surviving a hanging.[footnoteRef:4] Their belief in the power of Invoking Cantilupe's name to enable God’s intervention is a common concept in multiple religions around the World, however, bending a penny or invoking a name would not have seemed as miraculous in comparison to being resurrected.[footnoteRef:5] Written to promote the canonisation of Thomas de Cantilupe, the miracle would have needed to be spread through word of mouth to gain a following, starting a pilgrimage route for others to follow in the belief that if they went there enough or prayed enough, their miracles may be granted.[footnoteRef:6] Each miracle performed or attributed to Cantilupe would have elevated his Godliness and status, and with written evidence of those witnessing or receiving the miracles it would have eradicated any doubt that he had been approved to carry out God's work and should be accepted into heaven and canonised rather than the disgraced Bishop he had become. Thomas, an Anglo-Norman, who was not a saint at the time, had been a Bishop of Hereford involved in a long dispute with the Archbishop of Canterbury John Peckham, who ex-communicated him over the Hereford diocese in 1282 A.D.[footnoteRef:7] Thomas is said to have died on his way to Italy to contest his ex-communication[footnoteRef:8] or later in Italy in c.1291 A.D.[footnoteRef:9] supposedly responsible for over 400 miracles that mainly occurred after his death[footnoteRef:10] 38 of which were chosen for the canonisation process.[footnoteRef:11] During the Medieval period, people would camp by shrines to get miracles started or walk around the sites of other saints if they could not afford to go to Jerusalem.[footnoteRef:12] The cult of Thomas Cantilupe brought considerable wealth and improvements to the area, and he was canonised in 1320.[footnoteRef:13]  [4:  The Cambridge Dictionary, “Meaning of Miracle in English,” (2023), <https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/miracle>.]  [5:  Graham, Loren. "The power of names: in culture and in mathematics." Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society 157.2 (2013), 229.]  [6:  Webster, Harriett. "The Resuscitation of the Twice-Hanged Man." Body Matters: Exploring the Materiality of the Human Body (2019), 148.

]  [7:  Ford, “St Thomas Cantilupe,” (2003).]  [8:  Ford, N. F., St Thomas Cantilupe, Royal Berkshire History, (2003), <http://www.berkshirehistory.com/bios/tcantilupe.html>.]  [9:  Hereford City Council. “History of the City of Hereford. A pocketbook guide to events that make up the history of The City of Hereford” Hereford City Council, (2023), <https://herefordcitycouncil.gov.uk/history-of-the-city-of-hereford/>.]  [10:  Ford, “St Thomas Cantilupe,” (2003).]  [11:  Hanska, J., “The hanging of William Cragh: anatomy of a miracle”. Journal of Medieval History, 27(2), (2001), p.122.]  [12:  Bell, Adrian R., and Richard S. Dale. "The medieval pilgrimage business." Enterprise & Society 12.3 (2011) p.624.]  [13:  Ford, “St Thomas Cantilupe,” (2003).] 

William of Briouze (de Briouse, Braose) was accused of treachery due to the same land dispute as Cantilupe under Swansea rather than Hereford, he was presumed to have fled to France[footnoteRef:14] or Ireland[footnoteRef:15] disguised as a beggar and died in c.1211 A.D.[footnoteRef:16] Mary, The third wife of William of Briouze II,[footnoteRef:17] who had prayed to God on Cragh’s behalf and given testimony at the inquest[footnoteRef:18] may also have been married to or a sister in law of Rhys Grug and had a son called William, making him a threat to the line of succession on the death of his stepfather. Doomed due to his connections with Welsh princes, lords, and bishops, and King John’s need to recoup finances by increasing taxes, regaining land, and getting rid of any opposition (Ref).  [14:  Swansea Council, “Oystermouth Castle History”, (2021), <https://www.swansea.gov.uk/oystermouthcastlehistory?lang=en>.]  [15:  Ronan, Mackay, “Dictionary of Irish Biography Braose (Briouse, Briouse), William de”, (2009), <https://www.dib.ie/biography/braose-briouze-briouse-william-de-a0902>.]  [16:  Topham, “Bamber Castle,” (2023).]  [17:  Bartlett, Robert. “The Hanged Man”, (2004).]  [18:  Medieval Swansea, “The Story: William Cragh”, City Witness, (2014), <https://medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/statement/5.html>.] 

On the surface, the short testimony reads like a mini miracle checklist, and William Cragh's survival raises a multitude of questions on how executions were conducted during the thirteenth century, such as the rope length, age, and quality, if any safety checks were carried out, the lifespan of the materials used, weight and size of the person being hung, the age of the gallows and if others had been hung from it before them. However, on closer inspection, the testimony contains many anomalies and Cragh may not have been the same person giving testimony as the person hanged. Cragh is potentially Goidelic for destruction, carnage, or disaster.[footnoteRef:19] In c.1215 A.D. Rhys Grug and Rhys the younger (Rhys ap Maredudd) attacked, burned, and captured Oystermouth Castle. The younger Rhys was let go and it was burned down again in another attack in c.1287 A.D. by Rhys ap Maredudd, the son of Rhys Grug was eventually caught and hung in York in c.1292 A.D.[footnoteRef:20]  [19:  Collins English Dictionary, “Cragh,” (2023) <https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/creagh>.]  [20:  Swansea Council, “Oystermouth Castle History”, (2021).] 

Grug is Welsh for Heather, known for being lucky and possibly a pseudonym relating to Scotland.[footnoteRef:21] Due to mutations in the Welsh language, it could also be Crug, Welsh for hillock, a place or battle site name[footnoteRef:22] and there is a chance it was a misspelt Welsh reference to Cragh having the plague (crugo).[footnoteRef:23]  Hiding his real identity by misspelling words, depending on who was saying or writing them, and where they were from, with no real surname given, to evade capture the names could apply to one or more people by switching them around and William ap Rhys, William Cragh and William Grug, along with many other aliases being the same person.[footnoteRef:24]  [21:  Van den Eynden, Veerle. "Plants as symbols in Scotland today." Ethnobotany in the New Europe: People, Health, and Wild Plant Resources 14, (2010), p. 244.]  [22:  Bannau Brycheiniog. “Pen-y-Crug,” (2018), <https://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/planning/heritage2/heritage-hotspots/pen-y-crug/>.]  [23:  Collins Welsh Dictionary, “Crug,” and “Crugo” Harper Collins Publishers, (1999) p. 45.]  [24:  Hudson, William, “Sussex subsidy of 1296: The rape of Bramber”, in The Three Earliest Subsidies for the County of Sussex 1296, 1327, 1332, (London, 1910), pp. 53-68. British History Online <http://www.british-history.ac.uk/suss-record-soc/vol10/pp53-68>.] 

Known as a rebel he could not be seen as doing God's work otherwise there would be an uprising of men from non-Catholic lower classes, known as thieves and murderers being made saints and making a mockery of the system and beliefs it was trying to instil. The story is also similar to many others of its time with slightly different dates, names, counties or even countries.[footnoteRef:25] Was it a miracle or a clever plot with propaganda spread by his supporters to get Cantelupe sainted, save his life or part of a much wider conspiracy that had been going on for some time?[footnoteRef:26]  [25: English Monarchs, “Arthur, Duke of Brittany,” (2004), <https://www.englishmonarchs.co.uk/arthur_brittany.htm>.]  [26:  Topham, “Bamber Castle,” (2023).] 
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