Critically discuss barriers to engagement in education for children in one country. Take a global perspective and refer to local and global policies, compare your findings to the situation for children in the UK. 

Introduction

Engagement is an important element that you must overcome the barriers to global perspectives within an educational setting. School staff and parents must work together to help support and improve the learning, development and the health of the children. In some educational settings there are different actions put in place to encourage and help engagements towards the education, that includes activities, meetings, programmes and workshops (Bastiani 1989; Blank and Kershaw 1998; Boult 2006; Grant and Ray 2010; Hornby 2000; Henderson et al. 2007). It is important to be engaged in the child’s school life and education for a bright and positive future. 

Global perspective 

A global perspective is what you see in the world around you, giving you a better understanding of your identity and the identity of the people around you to help you to understand what goes on in the different cultures (The Intern Group, 2017). Global education is also similar to the global perspective involving the problems and issues across national boundaries that include cultural, environmental, economic, political and technological systems. This will develop the different skills required of perspective taking seeing everything from other peoples point of views. As Merryfield (1997) sets out that there are different methods in place for global perspectives to carry out for children and adults that includes exploration of self knowledge, cross cultural experiences and skills, perspective consciousness, values analysis and authentic learning. This will give the children and adults a better understanding of what is expected and what goes on in the world around them. Whilst relating to a situation based on the world around them. Being involved and interested in other countries as many countries are connected in many different ways (Study, 2018). 



Africa  
As Global Citizen (2019) mentions that education is a basic human right, which means every child should get the opportunity to learn, even girls and people in poverty stricken areas across the world. UNESCO is suggesting that everyone around the world should help to prioritize quality education for every individual.  Every country face, different challenges and barriers on several things, for example education. The country I have chosen to discuss is Africa, this country is a well known poor country facing many barriers to the educational system across the wide range of different schools. Habitat (2017) mention the impacts that poverty has on the educational system in Africa, there are many challenges and structural issues that impact on employment and also the education for the children. There have been improvements over the past years, however there are still 67 million children worldwide which 53% are girls will not have any access to any education. 
Habitat (2017) continues to suggest that the UNICEF has identified 13 barriers these countries may face in their education: 
-Direct costs e.g. any fees, clothing, books and equipment 
-Indirect costs e.g. opportunity cost of attending schools 
-Local attitudes and/or traditional practices
-Health and nutrition of each individual 
-Crisis and instability 
-Distance in travelling too and from school 
-Poor quality environment e.g. infrastructure, overcrowding, sanitation, violence 
-Poor quality content e.g. outdated curriculum, inadequate materials
-Poor quality processes e.g. untrained teachers, poor school management
-National legal framework e.g. lack of compulsory education requirement
-Poor legal enforcement of education policies
-Lack of national budgetary allocation to education
-School isolation from the national education system (Habitat, 2017). 
These barriers to education will have a bigger effect on girls rather than boys. A girl’s education is a major priority, as UNESCO (2019) state there are over 9 million girls between the ages of six and eleven that will never attend any school or have access to any form of education, compared to the six million of boys. It is known that global gender issues play a huge part in the amount of boys have access to education compared to girls. Statistics prove that there are 23% of girls out of primary schools compared to the 19% of boys. This proves how they discriminate the gender of these children. As Global Campaign for Education (2018) mention that some girls are unhappy to be girls due to the discrimination they receive because they are female. This will have an impact on their education, therefore they will face barriers and have issues in receiving any education. Over in Wales, all children are treated equally, therefore all girls and boys are entitled to the same by having the right to an education. GOV (2014) state that the equality act 2010 suggest that all pupils of one sex are never singled out or treated any differently to their peers for any reason, ensuring no pupils is given favorable treatment. Making sure no practices are carried out which could result in unfair, less favorable treatment of boys or girls. The Equality act (2010) also focusing on the duty ensuring to promote gender equality, having a gender equality scheme in place in all schools over the UK (GOV, 2014). Every child has rights, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status. As Article 12 of the UNCRC state: every child has the right to be listened to, therefore they are entitled to a voice. These articles are important to all children, ensuring they are entitled to everything that they require, ensuring they have a say towards their education. 
Over in Africa they face many barriers and challenges more than some countries over in the UK, the main barriers being the lack of funding for education over in Africa. As Global Citizen (2019) mentions that there is only 20%of aid for education going to low income countries, therefore over in Africa they are struggling to fund any form of teaching or education for the children. Where as over here in the UK we get funding’s for each school off the government and local authorities for taking part in different schemes and activities. The WAG (2016) continue to mention how The Welsh Government provides money for schools through the local government settlement. This will give the schools set budgets and how much they are entitled to spend on their education based on their priorities and circumstances. The Local authority will then allocate a budget to each individual school (WAG, 2016). 
Having no teacher or untrained teacher may have caused barriers to their education over in Africa. It is important that the teacher has up to date training to deliver the correct and appropriate teaching to the children. There are not enough teachers over in Africa, being untrained it will have an effect on the children by not receiving a proper education. Study (2019) discovered that there are over 130 million children in schools who are not learning the basic skills they require such as reading, writing and mathematics (Study, 2019).  
Along with not having enough teachers or some that are untrained there are also limited classrooms. Children without a classroom will find it difficult to learn without the appropriate learning environment. Most children over in Africa are squeezed into over crowed and busy classrooms, some classrooms which are falling apart which may not be efficient for learning or teaching in. Some places over in Africa struggle to get basic facilities such as water and appropriate toilets. Over in the UK it is vitally important that all classroom follow rules and procedures whilst sticking to the ratio of how many children are in there. There will have to be a risk assessment to how many children are in each classroom, ensuring that each classroom is safe for the amount of children and staff are in there. Over crowded classrooms can interfere with a child’s learning, they may loose concentration or may not be able to hear or see the board if it is overcrowded. 
Lack of materials to prepare their lessons with along with materials for the students. Having books, pens and papers is important in a child’s education. By not receiving the necessary learning equipment it may have an impact to their education and learning within the classroom. 
Children having a disability will act as a barrier to the child’s education over in Africa. This will exclude the children with a disability to an education that they are entitled to. Study (2019) states that over in Africa almost 95% of the children with disabilities are out of school therefore are not entitled to an education.  However there are charities in place over the UK to try and prevent this from happening such as the The African child Policy forum (ACPF) (2011) it suggests that children with disabilities are entitled to human rights upholding the right to an education. Over in the UK children with a disability are discriminated less than over in Africa. The UNCRC Article 23 states that If I have a disability, I have the right to special care and education. Ensuring that all children are being treated the same, by being giving the same chances and opportunities. 
Another barrier in African education may include the different subjects, for example is ESDGC being taught over in Africa as it should be like in Wales. Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship is a term known to be used in education, that can be combined into every different subjects of learning that are about: 
- Linking society, economy and environment together, between our own lives and those of people throughout the world 
- Giving everyone the needs and rights for both present and future generations 
- The relationships between power, resources and human rights 
- The local and global implications of everything we do and the actions that individuals and organisations can take in response to local and global issues 
(Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship: Why? What? How? ACCAC, 2002) 
However, ESDGC should not be seen as an additional subject.
Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship acts as more than just the knowledge as its about values and attitudes, understanding and skills. It is a scheme that should be encouraged to be used throughout schools, with attitudes to be adopted, and a valued system. ESDGC links the environment and the people who live in and from it. Looking at the world in different ways, which all living things can be related to each other.
Within the educational setting that I currently work at there are many pros and cons involved with EDSGC. Some pros we believe in my setting are: ESDGC coordinator, Training courses and seminars for all staff, Updates throughout the year for all staff, Children are actively involved in achieving these targets, Regular ECO Council meetings, Variety of clubs every Thursday bases on EDSGC and Both indoors and outdoors activities are in place and are developing an awareness of the environment. Some cons that need addressing in my setting are: Training sometimes gets forgotten If it is not regular, not enough children involved in the ECO Council, Targets are sometimes forgotten by the children, New staff need to be trained promptly, Parents need to be made more aware and ESDGC needs to be across the whole curriculum, through all subjects and at all ages. 

At present we are currently working on two objectives including Consumption and waste and Climate change. The consumption and waste are being dealt with on a weekly basic due to the gardening groups throughout the week and the gardening club every Thursday afternoon to keep on top of it. Every class this term has a topic of climate therefore every class are familiar to what is going on and what is expected to happen over the years to come. As a school we are focusing on these two objectives for three years, at the end of this school year a written report will be done and will look at all of the outcomes and the strengths and weaknesses. By evaluating throughout the year the dates times and when completed, we are then able to amend the action plan for the year. Although PYB ESDGC Policy (2016) mentions that the EDSGC exercises show that PYB are already delivering good practice in most areas and then highlighted areas where we need to improve.

ESDGC is relevant to everything that we do in our day to day lives. It is about making positive choices about how we live, work, travel, eat, run our homes, clothing we wear, ourselves and thinking about others. Everything we do has an impact on the environment and in turn on all people around us in the world. As such ESDGC is not something that can be added onto the work we do, or the lives we live; it must be embedded within our day to day lives, wherever we are, whatever the choices we are making. Furthermore, as Article 29 of United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) highlights that education ‘should encourage a child to respect others, human rights and their own and other cultures. It should also help a child to learn to live peacefully, protect the environment and respect other people’. 
Piaget felt that being active learners, children have the ability to organise and process new information in order to achieve stability within the classroom (Piaget, 1958). Therefore, by embedding ESDGC into the curriculum, by using the indoors and outdoors it will help the children to learn through being hands on. Maslow also agrees by stating that ‘The personal choices we make in our lives are based on the paths we chose to go down whilst dealing with the consequences’ (Simply Psychology, 2015). Each child has a free will, not all their behaviours and outcomes in life are determined. Each child is different therefore, are motivated differently to reaching their full potential. The children need to believe in themselves in order to achieve the best they can. Over in the UK most schools are using and following ESDGC, getting more children involved and aware of the world around them. This is a very hand’s on and physical activities more like learning through play and having fun, the children are learning without even realising.  
Skinner’s theory is based on behaviourism, linking it to achievement, reinforcement and punishment which has a positive outcome for good team work which includes both parents and school staff. Although, Maslow’s theory is linked to the humanist theory; being based on a motivational theory being person centred. It is important to look after the safety, well being and care for the pupils in order for them to believe in themselves for them to progress in the classroom to have the best outcome. Children need the teachers and a learning environment in place in order to have the outcomes expected of them. Children over in Africa are struggling and facing many barriers which are having an impact on their education. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, increasing engagement can help to overcome the barriers to inclusion with the use of different strategies and support systems that will help the child through their education. As stated there are many barriers and issues that are impacting on the education system over in Africa. Gallagher, K (2017) state that Africa’s exclusion rates are one of the highest in the world. In Africa there are many children out of education, over one-fifth of the children between the age of 6 and 11 and one-third between the age of 12 and 14. There is a big percentage of children in Africa between 15 and 17 which are not attending school at all. This percentage states that there are more girls out of school than boys. There are nine million girls over in Africa between the age of 6 and 11 will never ever have an education compared to the six million of boys. However, there are still issues that results in the children dropping out of school. Quality and accessibility of education in Africa must be resolved before the situation can improve. UNESCO warns that without any help, off other countries and professionals the situation may get worse. These barriers need to be addressed sooner rather than later for the educational system for the children over in Africa to improve. Each child should be given the opportunity for an education in all countries. As it is proven, children over in the UK have a better chance of a good education and start in life compared to the children over in Africa. The statistics show that gender discrimination is a big ongoing barrier over in Africa, ever child should be given the same chance and opportunity to education no matter their gender.    
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