1700966		Bibliographical Exercise



Chosen material: The Domesday Book

The Domesday Book of 1086 played a hugely significant role in post-Conquest English government. Surveying the social, economic, and political landscapes of eleventh-century England, the Domesday Book was arguably one of the most effective operations under the Normans. Translations of the Domesday Book, as well as annotated editions, illustrated copies and interactive online versions helped make it one of the most explored medieval sources by both academic historians and casual readers. In this bibliography, I included editions valuable to historians studying the Domesday Book and its impact on English society.
The major resources that I consulted for this bibliographical exercise include The British Library, The National Library of Wales, The National Archives, and the UWTSD Library Catalogue.

	
1. Easton, E., Wiltshire, extracted from Domesday book […]. (Salisbury: 1788).
[bookmark: _Hlk55480174]	This book is perhaps one of the most comprehensive translations of the Domesday Book in this bibliography, as it offers an English translation accompanying the original text on the opposite pages. It includes a lengthy index, modernised names, and outlines the general history of the Book, as well as offers in-depth supplementary notes about the topic. It is authoritative and probably would have appeal to academics rather than a popular audience – certainly, the source was accessible to historians at the time of its print, who would have presumably found it a very valuable resource.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The source is not as readily accessible nowadays because it is held in an archive.] 


2. Hallam, E. M., and Bates, D., Domesday book. (London: Stroud, 2001).
	This book differs from the other literature in this bibliographical exercise, as it is a critical commentary of the Domesday Book, and does not offer a translation, nor explanatory notes. Instead, it is prose-like, and would probably appeal to a popular audience rather than to historians studying the Book. However, it is authoritative in that it provides a contrasting perspective of the Domesday Book and is unique in its arguments. It is also easily accessible, and rather colloquial in its prose. 

3. Hinde, T., The Domesday book: England’s heritage, then & now. (London: Coombe Books, 1996). Available online.
	This book, primarily aimed at a popular audience, is rich in explanatory notes about the Domesday Book, but relies heavily on a casual, commentary-like narrative, rather than exploring the Book from an academic standpoint. It does not provide the original text, nor an analysis of the Domesday Book, and therefore is not wholly authoritative. Although it is widely accessible, this source would arguably not be of great value to an historian studying the Domesday Book as it appeals to more casual readers.
	
4. Keats-Rohan, K.S.B., Domesday People: A Prosopography of Persons Occurring in English Documents 1066 – 1166, I. Domesday Book.
	This book primarily focuses on and provides a commentary for the 9,534 people of the Domesday Book. It is greatly authoritative and is important in understanding the societal impact of the Domesday Book in post-Conquest England. The book provides detailed illustrations, commentaries, and indices, as well as fresh perspective on the Domesday Book, which is of great value to social historians in particular. The book is accessible and authoritative, and primarily appeals to an academic audience. 

5. Kelham, R., Domesday book illustrated […]. (London: 1788).
	This edition offers a partial translation of “difficult passages” in the Domesday Book and is one of the most comprehensive and substantial sources in this bibliography. It was an accessible source in its time and was printed to an audience of historians and academics.[footnoteRef:2] It is authoritative, offers explanatory notes, and would be of much value to historians. However, one could consider it outdated, difficult to read, and of limited use due to it only being a partial edition. [2:  One could argue that it is no longer considered accessible.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk55480738]6. Martin, G. H., and Williams, A., Domesday book: a complete translation. (London: Penguin, 2002). 
	This edition of the Domesday Book is a comprehensive word-for-word translation of the original text, that is supplemented with a glossary, an index of illustrations, and a host of supplementary notes. Perhaps one of the most vital, authoritative sources to historians interested in the Domesday Book, it targets a mainly academic audience. Likewise, because it covers the entire contents of the Book, and is not just a partial translation, this source is perhaps the most valuable to academics. 
	 
7. Ordnance Survey Office, Domesday book or The great survey of England of William the Conqueror. Available online.
	This edition of the Domesday Book is fully accessible online, and provides a comprehensive extended translation of the original text as well as a glossary and an index. It is authoritative and would be of value to historians looking for a substantial annotated edition of the Domesday Book. Although it is easily accessible online and offers a host of explanatory notes, it is jargon-heavy and therefore would appeal to a more academic audience with a background knowledge of the Domesday Book, than a popular one.

[bookmark: _Hlk55675853]8. Powell-Smith, A., Open Domesday – Doomsday Book by Page. 2020. Available online.
	This edition is widely accessible and offers high-quality images and translations of the original manuscript. The translations accompany authoritative explanatory notes that are targeted mainly towards a popular audience. However, historians would still greatly benefit from, and find this source of great value, as its accessibility, interactivity and authority makes it one of the easiest to access editions in this bibliography. 

9. The National Archives, Accessing Domesday Online. 2020. Available online.
	This edition of the Domesday Book is interactive and wholly accessible. It arguably appeals therefore to a more popular audience, although its explanatory notes are of good quality, and its translation of the original text is highly beneficial to historians studying the Book. It covers the entire contents of the Book and is an important and valuable source that it is entirely searchable online.

[bookmark: _Hlk55480089]10. Thorn, C., and Thorn, F., Domesday Book: Somerset. (Sussex: Phillimore Publishing, 1980). Available online.
	This partial edition of the Domesday Book is of great value to historians studying the Somerset region. It is an accessible source and appears to target a more popular audience, especially local historians. However, it is reasonably authoritative, and would be a good source for academics, especially as it provides in-depth explanatory notes about post-Conquest Somerset. 
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