[bookmark: _GoBack]Looking at the kogi and the Baka, this essay will look at the separate ways that both tribes live in their environment. Covering where and how they live and looking at any changes that have been made through cultural changes.
The Kogi are a tribe that live high up in the mountains of Sierra Nevada De Santa Marta. On the coast of Columbia. They live on the sacred ancestral lands. It is the tallest coastal mountain range. It consists of glaciers, tundra, alpine lakes, deserts, rainforests, wetlands, and coral reefs. They have their own distinct language. They have strong beliefs that they are the guardians of the heart of the world. They believe that the mountain range is a living entity, and before Sezhankwa created it they believed that it existed in the spiritual universe. They were then birthed by the great creator to uphold her original law. Creation must be protected and nurtured. Kogi priests follow the law for caring for their sacred land, through deep meditation, ritual offerings, songs, and prayers.
The Kogi's are deeply concerned for their environment, seeing changes in their land such as droughts and disappearing glaciers. They see the younger brother (us) as not taking this matter seriously. If we do not listen to their warnings, they believe that if we choose to carry on ignoring their message then calamity's will happen all over the world. Disobeying the Spanish conquistadores, they had to move higher up into the mountains to their traditional spiritual centres, where they lived in relative isolation for many centuries. Over time they have lost most of the mid-to-lower elevation reaches of their ancestral lands. They are extremely passionate about protecting their sacred land. There is a strong belief that each site is a being, a mother or father spirit which is alive and has a spirit. Their culture will end if these things are destroyed, and it will destroy them as people. They have Ceremonies to defend them from diseases among humans and animals. 
[bookmark: _Int_4S3rX80v][bookmark: _Int_BcNdblQ4]Unfortunately for them businessmen and politicians are building on their land. They took this to court and got it too stop. But damage had been done the Kogi had to watch their mother and farther be destroyed. This must have been heart wrenching. The Kogi are working towards a coffee enterprise, as this is an important income for food and clothing. It is only now that the Kogi have used middlemen. The money from the coffee will be used to purchase sacred sites, strengthen cultural practices and to provide funding. They keep the world alive by nurturing the life force of nature through physical and spiritual realms to protect and defend the sacred heart of the world. (Soltani A, Arce A 2014)
[bookmark: _Int_BTaXq45p]Looking at the kogi their culture has slightly changed in the fact of having to use middlemen but apart from that their morals and rituals and deeply strong faith in their beliefs still seem to be as strong as ever. This could be due to the relationship with the land they live on, the respect they give to it, something us as a nation should learn from.
[bookmark: _Int_DZD9IPJg][bookmark: _Int_g6htvn9s]Looking now at the hunter gatherers called the Baka, through the video called: A cry from the rain forest. They are based in Central Africa in the tropical forest of Southern Cameroon. To the outside world they are known as pygmies. They know the forest very well. They live in leaf huts. Their environment seems quite different now. Their born leader insisted that they live in the real forest far away from the road and the outside world, but this is not the case of the Baka people of today. They are living by the roadside to make it easier for trade exchanges. They still live in leaf huts, and still hunt, but food is sparse. 
[bookmark: _Int_ge3RBHFO][bookmark: _Int_jve3KGuu][bookmark: _Int_KcFT283F][bookmark: _Int_UyDh9cCL]Due to the trade industry their environment changed dramatically for the worse. The neighbouring tribe called the Bantu exchanged alcohol for the Baka’s labour. This had a detrimental effect on the environment. Through addiction of alcohol, it meant that they hunted less, and their culture changed dramatically. Alcohol became a considerable influence in their life, before they would have many instruments, axes, spears, and drums. Through the anthropologist studying their actions many years later, he noticed that these had all been replaced by the machete. Only one person in the group still remembers how to make an axe. The tribe no longer need the axe and spears due to the lack of monkeys. The machete is used to chop into trees to extract medicine from the trees to defend themselves from attacks from insects. Unfortunately, there are few trees left, due to the animals that pollinate the flowers and disperse their seeds have been over hunted and are close to disappearing altogether. 
[bookmark: _Int_3qZpK9Nw]The Bantu have caused great difficulty for the Baka tribe. With their guns and traps they hunted bushmeat for the nearby villages and towns leaving the forest for the Baka,s exceedingly difficult to find food.  Also, a part of the forest where they hunted for century's was no longer available to them adding to the problem of lack of food. Sadly, they have been forced into smaller areas, some of their villages were burnt and some of them were thrown onto roads. So shocking. Baka: A cry from the rain forest (Agland, 2012)
[bookmark: _Int_JCNJwLNy]Looking at both tribes the conclusion is one of sadness on both sides. For the Kogi greed from the younger brother has caused many worries. Through their actions of disrespect, building on their land to the Kogi is like ripping out the body parts of their sacred mother. This must be so shocking for them, seeing this happen right before their very own eyes. Luckily, they have not given in to the outsiders influence and have stayed strong in their beliefs. The reciprocation must be extraordinarily strong between them and the spirits they connect with.
[bookmark: _Int_0qJeLPxb]Unfortunately for the Baka tribe there is a feeling of lost hope. What once was their happy environment, seems almost impossible. What use to be a forest full of food, seems long in the distance. The acts of the Bantu have made their environment hugely different from even 30 years ago. Alcohol plays a large part in their environment changing their lives completely. 
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