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The Development of ‘Dark’ Magic in Ancient Egypt
Topic 
· What? – Did the Ancient Egyptians have a concept of dark magic like we do?
· Where? – Egypt and where the theories of dark magic originated
· When? –The beginning of theories on magic - pre modern Europe. I have yet to decide on a time period of Ancient Egypt due to the change of the research topic
· Methodology – Materialities analysis of archaeological evidence. Sources and theoretical perspectives. Scholarships on theories of dark magic and its origins
Objectives
For this project, I decided to create various objectives to help guide my research. These are the aims that I believe will aid me in my research: 
· To explore the uses of magic in ancient Egypt – focus on one particular kind of magic in a certain time period of ancient Egypt
· Why did the term dark magic appear and how it can be applied to Egypt?
· Can we assume that the Egyptians differentiated magic into separate categories like we do?  
· What archaeological evidence can we use to support this theory and how it can explain?
Thesis Statement
Magic was a central element of Ancient Egyptian culture. It was used as a tool to help with their everyday lives. But was this magic any different from what we perceive magic as today? Do we understand the uses of magic the same way as they once did? My central research focus will be examining whether the Ancient Egyptians used magic in ways other than as a practical tool. This will be explored through analysis of archaeological evidence which will indicate how magic was used in Ancient Egypt. 
Since this is the first draft of the thesis statement for my dissertation; I have yet to decide on an object to focus on. The reason behind this is that the topic was changed recently, causing the line of research to change direction. This will be resolved through further research in the topic which will then focus on a specific period of Ancient Egypt. 
Theoretical perspectives
There are a few approaches that I could take to explore my research question. From looking at my topic and thinking about what I want to look at exactly, it has come to the decision that the materialities approach is the appropriate method. I believe this method used on artefacts that are associated with magic can help explore my research question thoroughly.
Another theoretical approach that will be useful for this particular topic is Orientalism as proposed by Edward Said. As my topic involves the application of our modern moral understanding of magic to Ancient Egypt, orientalism is the exact approach this dissertation will be guided on. However, this must be in caution as there is a risk that it will turn to a philosophical or ethical approach. This is due to the fact that the topic in question involves our moral understanding of magic and how it can be applied to Ancient Egyptian culture; the risk is going too in depth into what defines ‘dark’ magic as ‘dark’.  

Methodology
As I was planning out the ways of approaching this topic, I decided to start by looking at various types of articles and books that referenced magic or more specifically, dark magic. As expected the only forms of information that mentioned dark magic were modern religious texts that focused on magic from a pre-modern Europe perspective which only stated how magic was the work of the Devil and then went on about witches and satanic worship. Even though this search seemed hopeless, I came across a book[footnoteRef:1] that gave a list of ‘scholars’ who were the first modern scholars to begin making theories of magic. This allowed me to focus my research on the mentioned scholars and to use their theories to get a better understanding and to help improve on my theory for this dissertation. Another aspect of my methodology will be analysing objects however, I have yet to find the objects that I plan to use for my materialities analysis.  [1:  Mauss (2001) A General Theory of Magic.  ] 

As a method to further guide my research I created a contents page. This created a framework to specify the areas of research to focus on for this project. It allowed me to get a better grasp on what I wanted to look into and come to the realisation that I needed to edit my initial idea to a more defined topic. Below is the contents page which caused my initial idea to change, however even though it may not be the same, there are some elements which can be adapted into my next draft which will then be further developed until the completed product. 

Contents Page
Introduction:  500-600 words
•	Questions that will be explored 
(1)	What is ‘magic?’
(2)	Do our morals change our views on what defines magic as ‘light’ or ‘dark?’

Chapter 1: What is Magic? – 1,500 words
•	The Definition of Magic
•	Theories of Magic
•	Modern Categories of Magic

Chapter 2: Theory of ‘Dark’ Magic – 1,500 words
•	Origins of ‘Dark’ Magic
•	‘Dark’ Gods and Magic
•	‘Dark’ Magic in Egypt?


Chapter 3: Ancient Egypt and Magic – 2,000 words
•	First Appearance of Magic
•	Religion and Magic
•	Tools used in Magic (Object Analysis – Materialities approach) 

Chapter 4: Philosophy of Magic – 2,000 words
•	Is there an ethical concept of ‘Light and Dark’ magic?
•	Would there be an ethical concept of magic in Ancient Egypt?
•	Are modern ideas of magic applied to Ancient Egypt?

Chapter 5: Egyptian Magic Comparison with Modern Perspectives – 2,000 words
•	Innate concept of magic?
•	Why Egyptian ideas would be different from our own
•	How can we use our ideas of magic to learn how the Egyptians viewed it?

Conclusion – 500 words

The first chapter of the contents page was initially going to open with what magic exactly is, however after a reflective analysis on it I realised that particular question is a large topic in itself and would risk the direction of the dissertation to change towards a whole different topic. Due to this fact I have changed the topic of my dissertation slightly, but I have yet to create a contents page based on said topic. 
The second chapter was going to be the representation of the ‘dark’ gods in Egypt which was the introduction to the argument that the Ancient Egyptians had a concept of ‘dark’ magic. However, I believe that the titles of the subchapters need to be altered as they seem to be too broad thus making research for them difficult to isolate.
The third chapter I believe can still be used for my new topic as it still creates a framework of research for my topic, but I may have to change the subtitles by narrowing it down to a certain focus on a period of time. Also once finding an object, the last subchapter will be used to analyse the archaeological evidence and will help guide the development of the following chapter.
Even though my topic has changed, I believe that Chapter 4 of the contents page will still be used for the new topic as it is still a section of research that I will need to do for this dissertation. However this is the chapter which brings about the risk of turning this extended essay into a philosophy based project rather than history. I will have to make this section of the dissertation very descriptive and avoid any unanswered questions whilst concluding the chapter; otherwise it will cause an abruption to the flow of the writing.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chapter 5 appears to be the only one that may not need that much developing. Except for the final subchapter, the frame of research has been laid out quite fairly in terms of structure. This chapter may be the solution to the on-going risk of turning this history based project into a philosophy dissertation. This is down to the fact that the first two subchapters give a broad enough line of research that shouldn’t cause the writing to stray from the initial intention of the dissertation.
From making this contents page, it has come to my attention that I will have to include some theoretical information and make them clear within the chapter titles. This will be done when creating the new contents page for the current topic of the dissertation as this was based around the first idea I had before coming to the conclusion that it had to be focussed on a certain element of the main topic.
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