The police play an active and significant role within the English and Welsh justice system
In this assignment I will be going through roles the police play within the English and Welsh justice system. I will be arguing for and against and will thoroughly Analyse these roles. By the end of this assignment, you should have a better understanding and see what kinds of roles the police officers have within the English and Welsh justice system. Most of the police's active roles are things such as preventing crime, bringing justice to those who break the law and to help and reassuring the community in situations they might be unaware of.
The police roles and responsibilities change very often due to things such as law changes, but most of the time the roles and responsibilities stay the same they just sometimes have roles and responsibilities added on. The police job is to maintain the peace of the community and to prevent those who are trying to break the law from committing any crimes.
Having police powers gives the police the opportunity to stop and search especially in things like vehicles and searching people if they feel like the person could potentially be committing a crime or if they had thought the person had any type of substances on them. If they feel it is necessary, they can also pull you over at any given time or day to do something called a road check this normally consists of checking over you license and insurance and if they smell anything on you or just want to be safe they can also ask you to do a breath test which consist of you blowing on a tube and then depending on the result would depend on that persons consequence. Things such as stop and search can catch a lot of criminals out, the police are normally the best at catching criminals around Christmas time due to a lot of people drinking and driving and although some people think they are being smart or careful when drinking and driving, the police are allowed to pull people over at any time which over the past few years has reduced accidents and has also caught a lot of people when it comes to drinking driving, drug driving or carrying illegal substances.
With the police and criminal evidence act 1984 the police can arrest without a warrant but to do that the officers must be a constable and also must have one of the following reasons, one being that the person is about to commit an offence, someone who is in the act of committing an offence, or if the constable has reasonable suspicion that the person is about to commit an offence.
Other persons can also arrest without a warrant but the person must be anyone who is about to commit a crime or anyone they have reasonable doubt might be about to commit a crime, they cannot just arrest anybody for the fun of it, they have to have suspicions that the person could be about to commit a crime.
When arrested the police are required to search you for anything that you shouldn't have depending how long your going to stay arrested and how cooperative you are depends on how intimate the search may be after they have cleared you of everything they will normally also do your DNA and your fingerprints just incase the person is not  on their database with this it also helps them keep track on how many times that person has been arrested and how often they are put in the database and upon checking their background they will also check for things such as if that person is aggressive or uncooperative. “X rays and ultrasound scans can be done on the persons and this is normally due to the officer or constable having suspicions that the persons may have swallowed drugs or anything else for that matter” (police and evidence act). When arrested the person does have the right to have someone informed of their arrest they will also have access to legal advice on what to do next and how to do it as when people get arrested, they normally do not know what to do.
When the police or constable or anyone else for that matter arrests any person they must also take into account of their human rights and to make sure they do not overstep the barrier, if by any chance their human rights are not taken into accountability there could be consequences for that officer later down the line. For example if an officer had arrested a person or persons that officer must say out their rights (which is called miranda rights) which are “You have the right to remain silent, If you do say anything, it can be used against you in a court of law. You have the right to have a lawyer present during any questioning. If you cannot afford a lawyer, one will be appointed for you if you so desire.”(Nolo). If the officers do not read these out to the person when it comes to trying the put that  person away for a long time they will not be allowed to give that person any jail times due to the officers actions. Human rights can really be beneficial when being arrested, it is the officers job to make sure nothing happens to them and to make sure they are looked after and no harm can be caused to them.

When a person is arrested and they can be rightfully charged they will have many people there, witnesses, victims(if there is any), the jury and the judges and many more. When a person is a witness in court when that witness leaves the courtroom the police job is to protect them at all costs. It is their duty to protect that person as when people are a witness people tend to go looking for that person as they see it as that person “snitching” snitching is a term/slang used to say that someone is telling someone else something bad they have done that could later result in consequences for that person. For example as it says here “Witnesses of crime are protected under the Witness Charter. The charter explains the support you can get and how you should be treated” (metropolitan police) which explains that the witnesses will be protected, and are even given support on how to handle the situations they are currently in.

Although the police do their best at what they can do, personally some of the laws should be reformed or looked at as some are not taken seriously, there has been alot of cases of officers not treating people correctly because of the power they have over them and alot of it is true but alot is also not true. For example two off our new current laws in wales are the new 20mph and the new ban on XL bully dogs, and although i agree some dogs can be a danger to society, it is not the dogs you should be looking at it is the ones who own them, the ones who train them to act like that, the same with the 20mph not everyone speeds over the limit they should be catching the ones who are and banning them to prevent it happening again rather than put the whole country at fault for others doings.

Another thing when it comes to the police they can sometimes use their police brutality at the worst times and it normally results in that person getting injured and also getting charged when sometimes the police can use their power in some of the worst ways. Everyone has their own personal views on the police and that's fine not everyone has to like them, they are just their to do their duty and to protect to the best they can and if they do not do their best of their abilities their could be later consequences for how they handled it.

Although the police have their pros and cons they do a good job looking after their communities and ensuring that people are safe, they do a great job at preventing crimes and helping in crucial situations that other people wouldn't be able too. The police put their life on the line everyday for our country to make sure we are safe, looked after, and to prevent things such as crimes, riots and anything else that may come across down the line. You will see a lot of negative things of police officers, some are true and some are not, the police are just there to do their job at the best of their abilities, the police deal with something different everyday, whether its murder, assault, robbery, fires anything it is the police job to investigate what happened and how it happened in the first place.
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