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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


The NSPCC (2022) defines safeguarding children as ‘the action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm’ by protecting them from harm and abuse, preventing harm to health and development, ensuring the provision of safe and effective care, and enabling them to have the best outcomes. It is everybody’s responsibility to report concerns about a child’s welfare. And as a professional it is important I have a good understanding of legislations, policies and procedures as this is what informs child protection and sets out expectations of my duty to report to enable safeguarding procedures to be initiated. Part 7 s130 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA 2014) states ‘If a relevant partner of a local authority has reasonable cause to suspect that a child is a child at risk and appears to be within the authority's area, it must inform the local authority of that fact’. 

In Wales, Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA 2014) is the overarching legislation for safeguarding adult and children. However, the Children Act 1989 (CA 1989) sets the foundations of child protection. In England the overarching framework specific to children is Children Act 2004 (CA 2004) which supports CA 1989. SSWBA 2014 defines child at risk as ‘(a) is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm, and (b) has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs)’ (Part 7 s.130(4)).

In addition s17 CA 1989 which has been repealed by s3 and s4 of SSWBA 2014, looks at whether there are grounds to prompt a multi-agency assessment is necessary, this would then initiate child protection enquiry under s47 CA 1989. Furthermore, where a child is at risk, s47 enquiries must be initiated under CA 1989. In doing this, it places responsibility on local authorities (LA) to investigate risks ‘the authority shall make, or cause to be made, such enquiries as they consider necessary to enable them to decide whether they should take any action to safeguard or promote the child’s welfare’. As such, Wales has its own framework in social services, however any court proceedings would be dealt with in the same way as England. 

SSWBA 2014 requires there to be local and regional Safeguarding Children Boards. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) informs policy and procedures. It recognises the broad scope of responsibility on Local Safeguarding Children Boards to protect the safety and welfare of children. ‘They provide a framework within which individual child protection referrals, actions, decisions and plans are made and carried out’.  

In addition, in 2011, Wales became the first country in the UK to integrate the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) into its domestic law, The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 legislates that all Welsh policy and legislation pertaining to children is underpinned by UNCRC.
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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Social services is Social Services and wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA 2014), legislation for Wales, encompasses the safety and welfare of adults and children. Part7 SSWBA 2014 documents the duty of professionals to adhere to s126 enquiries to safeguard adults at risk, and for children s130 duty to report which links in with s47 enquiries Children Act 1989 (CA 1989) to safeguard children at risk. CA 1989 details the duty of professionals to protect and safeguard children and where a child(ren) is deemed to be at risk of harm or abuse, s47 enquiries will be initiated. This could potentially lead to an order to remove child(ren) from the family/ guardian home if plans put in place cannot keep them safe. The safeguarding process identified in Wales Safeguarding Procedures (WSP 2019) documents different procedures to follow for adults and children. The children safeguarding procedure ‘Children and Young People at risk of harm’ which links in with links in with ‘Working Together to Safeguard people Vol 5: Handling different cases to Protect children at risk’ (North Wales Safeguarding Board, 2018 (NWSB, 2018)) inform professionals to notify children services as part of the s47 enquiries (CA 1989).  Children cannot consent, the person with parental responsibility makes decisions on behalf of the child. However, the Gillick Competency and Fraser Guidelines (NSPCC 2022) helps assess whether children have the maturity to make a decision. 

Furthermore, in adult safeguarding procedure ‘Adults at risk’ which links in with ‘Working Together to Safeguard people Vol 6: Handling different cases to Protect Adults at risk’ (NWSB 2018), does not inform professionals to notify adult social services, as in accordance to Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA1998) an adult has the right to make unwise decisions and consent to initiate any assessment of needs is necessary. If an adult lacks capacity under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA 2005), this will then lead to best interest decisions being made on behalf of the adult. Under the SSWBA 2014 p7 s127, an Adult Protection and Support Order (APSO) can be enforced. This allows forced entry into a person’s home with the support of the police, where entry has been denied by either the adult at risk or the people involved with their care and/or support. For this to be enforced the professionals must prove all other avenues have been exhausted. HRA 1998 is underpinned by ‘The Convention’ which is European Convention of Human Rights, this applies to adults and children. There is a different convention specific to children United Nations Convention on the rights of the child (UNCRC) which was brought into force in 1989. 
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