[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Int_ckbbB1FV][bookmark: _Int_adp57IT2]On September the 8th 2022, the longest reigning British monarch and oldest living, Queen Elizabeth ii died. The not so surprising death of a 96-year-old divided the nation. People were either mourning, queuing for hours to witness the Queen lying in state or they saw this as an opportunity to protest, shouting “not my king.” Regardless of any person's thoughts or feelings on the subject, the nation was united on one thing...it was all that was spoken about. Every channel on the television was broadcasting it, every news station was updating it, as if nothing else was going on in the world. But to no surprise, just because the royalist had died there were other grievances in the world, but why were they not broadcast? During this assignment I will discuss how culture within social media and news outlets are taking control and essentially becoming a tool for the world's political movements.
Chris Kaba, a 24-year-old black man was shot dead whilst unarmed in London on September 5th. Despite this happening 3 whole days before the Queen herself died, the BBC, the UK’s biggest news outlet, did not blink to this crime against humanity until 4 days later. Whilst this did not catch the BBC's matter of urgency, there were people claiming the streets of London to protest this heinous act. As the news outlets such as sky news focused on the 10 days of mourning that the Uk were allegedly in, they mistakenly took the protests of Chris Kaba’s death to be mourners for the Queen (Bashforth, 2022). Sky news being blindsided by the Queens death and this mistake, can also speak as the Uk have done. The Duke of York has been accused of sexual abuse and sexual assault with a minor. This news spread like wildfire across all social media platforms, and the people took to the streets to protest the alleged sex offender, but the big news outlets did not look in that direction. An act as big as this, should undoubtedly be highlighted by the big news outlets to put even more pressure on these cases, but they failed to do so. Prince Andrew was “heckled” by an anti-royalist for the awful crimes, yet it was the man who was only disgusted by the princes’ act that was punished, he was arrested and charged with ‘breach of peace’. 
What makes any of the previously stated crimes less worthy of being spoken about than the Queens death, and why do we as a nation let them get away with it. Many people die daily, some even because of the decisions our government have put forward, but it takes a while for the media to pick up on the struggles of the minorities. The people who then put themselves at risk for change, are the ones who are punished. One of the many flaws of social media culture is that so much of it is performative. The weight a ‘like’ or a ‘comment’ holds on a post can change the post itself. The less ‘trendy’ something is or the less people talking about something, the less media and news outlets will then use their power to expand on it. The new culture of social media has taken over, and it is much easier now to be told what to be upset about, and what is happening in the world. 
In conclusion, the power that the media holds in today's culture is growing. Whether it is a good or bad thing, as time goes on it will only become more and more relevant in our society. From an outsider perspective, the BBC is the face of our nation, and what they choose to voice will then also be at the surface. The minorities who aren’t being heard or are being neglected by these higher and much more powerful voices, are going to the streets to ensure they are heard, regardless. 
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