[bookmark: _Int_6k04WRzL]The police play an active and significant role within the justice system. They are the first people that arrive at the scene of a crime and come in contact with the victim and witnesses after a crime has been committed. They gather evidence and witness statements at the scene to try and find the ID of a suspect. They will also testify in court, giving evidence about incidents that they responded to. Telling the Judge and Jury about what had happened at the scene. Police are the ones that gather the evidence that will form cases, giving victims and their families hope that there will be justice served to them. They will patrol around communities to make sure that people are obeying the law. Not engaging in anti-social behavior or driving responsibly. They ensure that people are given chances to change their behavior and do not need to be going to court. 
[bookmark: _Int_oL7NtjRR]The Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) (PACE) is a legislation that balances the powers that the police have and makes sure that they are used justly. It establishes the powers that the police have to combat crime and protect the public. PACE goes over the practices that police have in place. Stop and search, arrest, detention, investigation, identification, and interviewing detainees. (Home office, 2023.) Within the act, rules are set in place that officers must follow to stay within a person's human right. It provides a framework followed for the safeguarding aspect of an arrest and other techniques. Code A of PACE talks about the powers that police have for the stop and search of a vehicle. “Powers to stop and search must be used fairly, responsibly, with respect for people being searched and without unlawful discrimination” (Home office, 2023.) With these stops and searches being performed, there is a large chance that police would be able to find a person carrying something that could cause harm to themselves or others. An example would be that if an Officer stopped a person because they saw the person try to hide a knife in their coat pocket, they would have reasonable grounds to search. But they only have grounds to search the outer layer of the person's clothing in a public space. The only reason that a person may be stopped on unreasonable grounds is if the stop is approved by a senior officer. This is only if they believe that the person may become violent, carrying, or have used a weapon and if they are in a specific location or area (UK Government, no date). According to the (British Transport Police, 2023) in a report from January – March 2023 68% of the purposes for stop and search of that year was the suspicion of drugs. To total amount of searches for those three months was 4,134 and the amount with the suspicion of drugs was 2,815. But the total amount of stop and searches with no further action taken against people was 3,126. Out of all the searches conducted, 1,614 had objects that were found ranging from drugs, weapons and stolen objects compared to the 2,493 where no objects were found. The (Metropolitan Police, no date.) state that at the end of a stop and search, the officers must give the person a written record of the stop and search and a receipt of the event's time. The person will be told to collect the report from the police station later so that all the information is written correctly so that there can be no misconceptions about the events that took place rather than what either side may say. But stop and search is a crucial step in keeping the public safe. The drugs and weapons that were found through these searches will be kept off the street, keeping the people that use them at a lower risk of overdoes or people getting injured due to them being used. 
Another example of when the police play a significant role is with the arrests that they perform. Arrests can be used to both protect the public and the person being arrested. When a person is arrested, they are considered a danger to themselves or the people around them. The Government has created programs that can be offered to people that can change their lives. Some of the programs offered are drug rehabilitation, mental health services and classes that will help people gain skills that will help them get a job (UK Government, no date). These programs where made so that people's lives were not ruined by the choices that they made and can have a second chance at having a successful life. Another benefit would be that arresting a person would disrupt a chain of behaviors and give the offender a chance to change that behavior (College of policing, no date.) The behavior that an offender displays before getting arrested can be harmful towards others. Wither that be family of strangers on the street, police can protect victims of crime and make others within that community feel safe at the same time. An example would be within domestic abuse situations. This crime often goes unreported due to the fear of the abuser. By arresting the offender, it creates a safer environment for the family. They will also be offered support to help regain their lives away from the abuse. Police will refer the victims to different organizations that will help them restart their life away from the abuse. There are multiple organizations that work with the police to support victims such as “Live Fear Free” in Wales, “Refuge’s national Domestic Abuse Helpline” in England and many more nationwide. All these organizations are recommended by police towards victims of abuse, so because of the arrest being made, victims will have a chance of a better life for them and their families. (Home office, 2023.) 
There are many things that the police can approve upon to have a more significant and active role within the justice system. Programs already in place can be approved. Such as the DIVERT program. (Rowlands, 2020.) Discusses the program and explains that the program is based in six custody suits across London. It offers offenders aged 18-25 a chance with coaches and young adults in custody to try and change their behavior so that they do not reoffend and have a chance at a better future. It also gives them a better understanding of crime so that they will not become a victim or an offender in the future. But this opportunity is not applied across the UK. It is only offered within London. If this program was applied across the UK, then young offenders would have a chance at learning from people within their age range who have gone through similar situations. (Bounce Back, no date.) tells the reader that the coaches will listen and give advice to young offenders and develop a plan that will lead the individual forward. DIVERT is independent from the police force, meaning that they are not involved in the investigation of the young person. They work parallel with the justice system, meaning they can work with a young person whilst criminal proceedings are ongoing. They can adjust the program according to the circumstances of the young person without interfering with the course of justice. 
In conclusion, the role of police within the justice system is significant but there can be improvements. Safety and reassurance that the police provide the public in day-to-day life and how they carry out investigations to give justice to the victims and families of crime. All their work makes communities feel safe and protected. Some of the things that can be approved upon is the work that is done inside the prisons to help offenders work towards a better life after sentences for themselves. Once they leave the prison, they need guidance and advice to help them to not reoffend and end up in jail again. 
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