
Human evolution: AHAC6008 

Part two: hunter/gatherers

[image: http://libcom.org/files/images/history/Peter%20Gray.jpg]


Lecturer: Luci Attala
l.attala@tsd.ac.uk
Spring, 2013

[image: http://dspace.tsd.ac.uk/dspace/image/tsd-logo.jpg]


Lecture schedule after reading week

Week one – can we see culture?

· Intro to the course – why link arch and anth; what is ethno-archaeology? Ethnography, real life today and speculations about the past, human sized ghosts in the landscape
· What is culture? How can we see it? Culture: the social and the mind. Exploring the meaning of culture and social evolutionary ideas - Tylor and his gang. 

Week two – hunter-gatherers: a category?

· Hunter-gatherers – what is this category and label? Locations, characteristics. Noble savage? Milton and myth of eco-primitive. Nurit Bird-David – theory v observations, issues surrounding labelling by subsistence method
· Subsistence and economics; the consumer or the producer, the original affluent society; the socio-economic consequences of property

Week three – ethnographies: the people, social lives in practice

· Living in a desert: the Kalahari – the Ju/hoansi and the San
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Living in a forest: Mbuti and the Baka, 

Week four – social structure: meat, control, gender
	
· Egalitarianism, the hunting hypothesis, aggression, conflict resolution cross cultural comparisons
· Accounting for culture – meat and sex 






Essay questions
Deadline: May, 7th 2013

1. ‘[T]here is no such thing as nature or culture’ (Strathern, 1980:177). Discuss with reference to human evolution generally and tool use specifically.


2. Engels said that humans are either ‘collectors’ or ‘producers’ (1875). Using ethnographic information to illustrate your discussion, critically evaluate his subsistence categories.


3. The notion of the noble savage is the fundamental axiom underpinning the concept ‘hunter-gatherers’. Explore the accuracy and purpose of this assertion with reference to ethnographic examples.

4. Has studying contemporary hunter-gatherers’ lifestyles helped solve puzzles about human evolution? With detailed reference to a specific social group critically evaluate the relevance of study.
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