A response to an article that provides evidence of sound knowledge and understanding of themes related to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector.

In this response I am going to discuss the article ‘Welsh Second Language within our new curriculum’ (Lewis, 2015) the purpose of this article is to highlight the issues there are relating to the teaching of Welsh second language in the English medium sector and ways that will improve the teaching of Welsh within schools. This article relates to other documents such as ‘Successful futures’ (Donaldson, 2015) and ‘One language for all’ (Davies, 2013) and others that have the same subject of the challenges within teaching Welsh second language in the medium sector. 
According to (Lewis,2015, p.1) ‘too many young people are leaving schools without the effective Welsh language skills they need for the world of work, life and study’ statistics in 2012 showed that there are poor attainment levels at Key stage 4. In 2012 seventy-three-point six percent of candidates gained grades between A*-C at full course compared to only forty-nine-point five percent gaining grades between A*-C in short course. These results show that there is a noticeable difference between short course and full course. This may be due to the number of hours that are dedicated to Welsh lessons in schools where pupils studying short course Welsh may only receive four hours a fortnight compared to people studying full course Welsh receiving eight hours a fortnight. When I was in secondary school, I studied full course Welsh where I was given six hours a fortnight for Welsh lessons.  I found that it was extremely difficult to learn all the content for the examinations and some schools dedicate even less hours to full course Welsh. However, I also felt that we only learnt about topics that would come up in the exams and rarely learnt Welsh that would be useful for daily life and therefore I don’t feel that I have effective language skills that I could use for the world of work and life. This is also shown in the ‘One language for all’ (Davies, 2013) document where it states that according to the evidence found young people ‘are not confident enough to use Welsh outside the classroom – the opportunities to do so are actually very limited – and there is no incentive therefore to learn the language’ (Davies, 2013, p.1) this follows on to the point that there needs to be an emphasis on developing Welsh in the community to encourage young people and children to speak Welsh to their families and in the workplace. Lewis states that he wants ‘children and young people to see speaking Welsh, and other languages, as an attractive and worthwhile option’ (Lewis, 2015,p.3) this would ensure that people would see Welsh as being attractive and will encourage them that it is a beneficial and good subject to study in school rather than people regarding the subject as not relevant and having no value to them. 
For pupils within schools to be successful when studying Welsh second language it is extremely important that pupils have good teachers who are confident enough to teach Welsh to reach the high expectations of the Welsh Government. Lewis argues that we ‘need to equip our teaching profession with better skills’ (Lewis, 2015, p.3) Practitioners can gain intensive Welsh-language training through the Sabbatical Scheme which is extremely beneficial as this would increase their confidence in teaching Welsh and their ability to do so. The Sabbatical Scheme ‘provides five week and twelve week courses to practitioners in maintained English-medium settings to develop their Welsh language skills’ (Davies, 2013,p.12)  Evidence from the Welsh Government showed that ‘Language-awareness training appears to be a successful means of increasing positive attitudes towards Welsh among staff’ (Welsh Government, 2012, p.12) this is an example of a way to combat one of the challenges in teaching Welsh second language in the English sector. 
From 1990 it became compulsory for every pupil in Key stage 1, 2 and 3 to learn welsh. Then from September 1999 compulsion was extended to Key Stage 4. This has now meant that children in primary schools begin to learn Welsh at the age of three this should mean that because they learn it from such a young age it would be highly beneficial to the children as they will become more familiar with the language and should be able to use it effectively throughout their school years and at home. Professor Sioned Davies says that ‘the future of Welsh and Welsh culture is wholly dependent on transmitting the language to our young people’ (Davies, 2013, p.36) this statement shows that there is an importance of teaching Welsh to young people as it is necessary to ensure that the Welsh culture and language is preserved. However, to ensure that children learn Welsh and enjoy it I believe that teachers need to ensure that Welsh activities are fun and engaging for children. Learning Welsh gives pupils cultural, cognitive, and practical benefits and therefore I do believe that it is important for children to be taught Welsh. 
There is also an emphasis on the Welsh language through the Well- being goals which states one of the seven goals as being ‘A wales of vibrant culture and thriving welsh language’ (Welsh Government, 2015) there is a drive to achieve the target of one million people being able to speak Welsh by 2050.  Lewis states that the new curriculum will ‘raise the bar for the teaching and learning of Welsh in schools’ (Lewis, 2015, p.3) with this well- being goal put into place and the target of one million people being able to speak Welsh there will be a higher expectation of the teaching and learning of Welsh in Schools in order to achieve those goals and therefore more needs to be done to combat the challenges with the teaching and learning of Welsh second language in the English sector.  In the Donaldson Report there are six principles and values which are intended to be a guide for building on Wales which are from the ‘Qualified for life’ (2014) document. One of the six principles is ‘Confidence and pride in Wales as a bilingual nation with the strength and assurance to nurture both languages’ (Donaldson, 2015, p.26) this links with the aim of having one million people speaking Welsh by 2050. I believe that it is important that children learn the importance of the culture of the Welsh language and to encourage them to speak it more within the class and show them how you can use Welsh outside the classroom too. According to Cardiff University learning welsh ‘Creates new opportunities… research shows that employees with bilingual skills are more likely to earn a salary 8-10% higher than workers without bilingual skills’ This is evidence of a positive reason and encourages people to become bilingual as it shows the benefits that being bilingual has in day to day life.  In the Estyn document it also states that there are ‘cognitive advantages to bilingualism’ (Estyn, 2017, p.2) as research in Canada revealed that bilingualism enhances attention and cognitive control in children and older adults.  
To conclude, I believe that in response to the article it is evident that pupils are leaving schools without the effective skills they need for the workplace. In order to combat this, there needs to be more emphasis on the Welsh language within the community where young people and children can feel comfortable speaking the language and can hear it more often. I also believe that teachers need to go on training programmes such as the Sabbatical Course to ensure that they are confident enough to teach Welsh to the expectation from the Government. I believe that it is also important that in order to combat the challenges of teaching Welsh in the medium sector there needs to be more time given on timetables and that Welsh should be treated as equally important to Maths and English. 
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