
The Hidden Curriculum  
According to the Glossary of Education Reform, (2015) The hidden curriculum refers to the unwritten, unofficial and 
often unintended lessons, values and perspectives that children learn in school.  The hidden curriculum consists of 
the unspoken or implicit academic, social and cultural messages that are communicated to students when they are 

in school.  
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There are many different 

elements to the hidden cur-

riculum and they will vary 

from setting to setting and 

area to area but all can 

have a large and lasting 

impact on a child’s school 

and life experiences. 

The Hidden curriculum starts as soon as a child enters into education.  They 

learn what is deemed to be appropriate behaviour, what is expected of them and 

how to interact with their peers and school staff.  These lessons are not taught 

formally as a subject would be but seemed to be learned through observation 

absorption and participation, in simpler terms, just by being in school. 

Values & 

Beliefs 
Morals 

Loyalty 

Commitment 

Honesty 

Dependability 
Consistency 

Reliability 

Respect 

Well-being 

Self-esteem 

Belonging Identity 

Positivity 

Resilience 

Basic Needs 

Classroom 

Management 

 

School Rules 

Rewards and Sanctions 
Rights and           

Responsibilities 

Class 

Charter 

Ethos 

Environment 

Encouragement 

On Time 
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