


This task asks students to research the voyages involving the slave ship Hannibal, captained by Thomas Phillips. Use the Slave Voyage database to try and answer the following questions:
-          From which regions were the slaves aboard Hannibal purchased?
Principal place of slave purchase  - Whydah
1st place of slave purchase Whydah
2nd place of slave purchase  Gold Coast, port unspecified
-          What calling points did the Hannibal make en-route to the Americas?
Places of call before Atlantic crossing - Sao Tome
-          What was the destination of the Hannibal in the Americas?
Principal place of slave landing -  - Barbados, port unspecified
-          What was the length of the ‘Middle Passage’
100 - (I think days?)
-          What was the demographical makeup of the African slaves aboard the Hannibal?
Percent men  - 66.1%
Percent women - 26.9%
Percent boys - 5.6%
Percent girls - 1.3%
Percent males - 71.8%
Percent children  - 7.0%
-          How many slaves embarked from Africa?
700
-          How many slaves disembarked in the Americas?
372
-          Using the database, what other information can you glean about the ship’s captain, Thomas Phillips?
The database does not, from my own explorations, give any sense of the story of things.

With a mortality rate of 47% - 328 enslaved humans died on the middle passage one might infer it was either a particularly unlucky voyage, or some  (extra) extreme measures were in place - crowding, illness, violence.

The database does not indicate the number of crew who died.

Following one of the  references cited on the database however -  Law,EWA,docs37,97,241,725,729,958:
Law, Robin, The English in West Africa, 1691-1699: The Local Correspondence of the Royal African Company of England (Oxford, 2007).

I found on OpenEdition Journals notes that declared alleged mutiny aboard the Hannibal.  
‘The Trans-Atlantic ships were all slavers, mostly between Barbados and the Gold & Slave Coasts, but plied the coast for some time to procure food for their future cargoes. Hannibal under Thomas Phillips bound for Whydah and Barbados, but forced to stop at São Tomé because of an alleged mutiny.  An interesting piece on the abortive mutiny on the Hannibal was produced at São Tomé by William Melross, retiring member of the Council of Chief Merchants, on return to England on a Danish ship, which was forced to São Tomé by contrary winds, bad water tanks and fatal illness of its captain.’
Andreas Massing, « Law, Robin (ed.). — The English in West Africa »,  Cahiers d’études africaines [En ligne], 204 | 2011, mis en ligne le 16 décembre 2011, consulté le 20 octobre 2021. URL : http://journals.openedition.org/etudesafricaines/14323  ; DOI : https://doi.org/10.4000/etudesafricaines.14323

As to whether this source is academically ‘valid’, at this stage I am unsure and anticipate this as a growing learning edge. 
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