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The Rights of Our Children
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) covers all aspects of a child’s life and ensures adults and governments work together to safeguard our children (UNICEF, 2020).

Article 3 – The best interests of the child should always be a primary consideration (UNICEF, 2019).
Schools should ensure that all external services and different areas of the school guarantee that children are involved in all decision making so that the child’s primary care is taken into consideration (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2017).
Practitioners need to ensure they are aware of the child’s needs and abilities prior to teaching as this will ensure the child is treated with sensitivity and care through different developmental stages (Welsh Government, 2015).
The children’s Commissioner for Wales ensures children’s best interest come first and that the best place for a child is usually with their family and the government will fully support this, but if they cannot live with their family then they will provide specialist care for those children (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2017).

Article 12 – All children have the right to be heard and their feelings taken into consideration (UNICEF, 2019).
Children have the right to be treated with respect and listened to and should be able to have their cultural identity and race recognised (Welsh Government, 2015).
Children in wales are now able to participate in decisions that affect them by appealing to the Special Educational Need Tribunal for Wales (SENTW). Children can determine their own needs and are the best ones for describing their circumstances, and through SENTW the children will now be able to have their feelings heard (Snap Cymru, 2020).
Children should be able to have their views and opinions respected as they have unique capabilities and qualities, they should have the right to their own individuality (Play Wales, 2020).
Parents needs to discuss their decisions with children more as this will make the child feel nurtured and involved in what happens in their life (Maholmes, 2014). 
Snap Cymru state that all children and young people should be listened to and that the views and wishes of young children should be taken into consideration (Snap Cymru, 2020).

Article 28 – Every child has the right to an education (UNICEF, 2019).
Schools must ensure all children have access to a range of educational opportunities so children can reach their full potential (Welsh Government, 2015).
To improve a child’s development then you must highlight their individual strengths and work with them to progress further to improve their skills (Allingham, 2011).
Practitioners needs to ensure they are aware of the child’s individual needs so all children will have equal opportunities to develop further on in life (Macdonald, Gealy and Tinney, 2019).
Snap Cymru offers support and advice for all involved and have a Special Educational Needs Co-Ordinator who helps children develop and progress to their full potential in school so they can have the education they are entitled to (Snap Cymru, 2020).
Pen Green ensures children’s rights are central to their work and that parents are supported and fully involved in the child’s education and care (Pen Green, 2020).
Children’s rights should be at the centre of school planning, all staff should support and understand the UNCRC framework and ensure that every child has equal opportunities to reach their full potential in school no matter what their background or circumstances are (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2017).

Article 31 – All children have the right to play and participate in a range of activities (UNICEF, 2019).
Outdoor play is as beneficial as indoor play, children will learn about the environment we live in and will begin to appreciate the world around us (Welsh Government, 2015).
Children do not always include adults in their play as they want to maintain some privacy, so it is important that play is child-led (Wood, 2013).
Children who live in poverty or have domestic issues at home do not always have access to a playful environment so it is important for schools to ensure they give children time to play (The British Psychological Society, 2019).
Children take play very seriously and it is a critical part of a child’s development, practitioners must ensure there is a balance of child-led learning and adult initiated learning (Welsh Government, 2015).
Lev Vygotsky states that children will develop higher mental roles if you allow them to play through imagination and fantasy (Brown and Patte, 2013).
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