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Storytelling provides children with a window to new worlds. It gives them the opportunity to learn new ideas and information. Without realising, children are learning valuable life lessons through hearing and engaging in exciting stories. Prior research with preschool children has established that storytelling and story reading can promote oral language development and story comprehension (Isbell et al,. 2004; Speaker et al., 2004; Cremin et al., 2016). Digital storytelling is the individual account of event to create a memorable picture in the mind of the listener, (Kirkpatrick, Ford, & Costelloe, 1997, p. 38). The therapeutic aspect of storytelling is well documented and has been used across settings with service users and professionals, (Cox & Albert, 2003). According to (Whitehurst et al, 1988) book reading can be an effective method for expanding young children’s vocabulary, especially when children are encouraged to actively process the story materials. 


The main purpose of storytelling is finding stories that brings facts to life, (Ellis,2005). There are many different approaches to storytelling. By using these different methods, we are able to capture their interests and attention when storytelling. Thibert, M-J (not date) states when we tell stories that include movement it makes it possible for children to physically participate in the story. By doing this it allows us to encourage children to make gestures when they hear specific words which allows them to remember actions that go along to particular words and songs. When it comes to verbal storytelling it is useful to use accessories such as puppets, costumes and sound effects. 
There are many benefits to storytelling as it helps children get to know sounds, words and language and develop early literacy skills according to Deapo, J (2019). Babies and young children often enjoy books, songs and stories with good rhyme, rhythm, and repetition. Reading and storytelling with babies and children helps to promote brain development and imagination, develops language and emotions, and strengthens relationships. (Deapo, J 2019)  
The Welsh Government stated that ‘talking is what we need to do, and I will learn it all from you’ in order for children’s speech and language development to progress. The Welsh Government created a table on speech and language development from pre-birth to 7. It talks about listening and attention, understanding, speech sounds and talk and social skills. When we talk to babies from the ages of 0-3, they begin to recognise parents voices and often become calm by familiar or friendly voices. By the ages of 3-6 months they are able to show excitement at sound of approaching voices and they begin to make vocal noises to get attention. Between the ages of 12-18 months they begin to understand words such as hi, bye and no. They begin to recognise their own name and stop and turn when they hear it. They then begin to understand different words and begin to point at objects and pictures in books if asked. From the ages of 2-4 children start to develop an understanding of simple concepts such as in, on, big and little. They listen when they are being talked to but are still easily distracted. They are able to use 300 words and link four to five words together. They may still have problems with irregular words such as ‘runned’ for ‘ran’ and ‘swimmed’ for ‘swim’. By the time they are five their attention is more flexible, the child can understand spoken instructions related to a task without stopping the activity to look at the speaker. (Welsh Government, no date). 
Vora, S (2019) found that when parents and professionals read to children from a young age this can help with their child’s develop of oracy, literacy and language. It allows them to engage in what they are listening to and widens their imagination stated Bueno, M-B and Hernández-Santaolalla, V (2020). When reading to children we are helping them develop in each stage of their life. As the Welsh Government (no date) shows we are able to see how babies and children communicate with us through facial expressions and babbling. This shows us that from babies their brain is active, and they are coming up with ways to communicate with us through babbling and facial expressions. 

There are many disagrements when it comes to how beneficial digital storytelling is to children’s literacy and language development. Ohler,J B (2016) stated that to many teachers, the rapid evolution of digital technology is both exciting and inspiring, as well as intimidating and confusing. Ohler, J B (2016) found that interviews with teachers indicated that digital storytelling was an effective tool to help students improve their technical skills and information literacy. 
When you are storytelling it’s important that we use a change of voice to keep the children engaged in what we are saying. Onomatopoeia is the process of creating a word that phonetically imitates, resembles, or suggests the sound that is described. Common onomatopoeias include animal noises such as oink, meow, roar and tweet, according to Oxford Languages (2022). When changing your voice while storytelling it allows you to portray your emotion and stimulates a reactive emotion in your audience (Ben, 2012) the reactive emotion is what draws your child into the story and it takes them away from reality and allows them to be enchanted by your voice. When children listen to a story with the absences of pictures it helps them imagine the story and the process of the tale. By doing this we are encouraging language and literacy skills to develop as they will begin to tell takes and this then takes their speaking to a while new level (British Council, 2022). This allows children to speak clearly, with care for the audience that they are speaking or listening too. 

This can be particularly beneficial when it comes to digital storytelling as it allows teachers to genuinely engage students in the story’s message. Digital storytelling persuades the brain and teaches children to develop their communication skills by learning to organise their ideas, ask questions, express opinions and construct narratives as they interact with others and computers in the creation of digital stories White, M, et al; (2018). Products created in digital storytelling transcend traditional classroom assignments as they allow students to explore their imagination and creativity, (Alonso et al., 2013). In an educational setting having a different set of digital tools makes it easy for instructors to create digital stories states McLellan, (2007) and Bower, (2015). Digital storytelling is a mixture of graphics, text, recorded audio narration, video and music to introduce information on certain topics through the use of technology. 
However, being given the opportunities to experience digital storytelling in educational settings, there are many queries about the role and place of digital screens and devices within early years settings (Simmons, 2006). This can affect children’s development as too much screen time could affect their attention and can cause them to be easily distracted when being spoken to. It can become overwhelming to children in early childhood educational settings and can be harmful because it replaces information with narrative, eliciting an emotional response that impends the listeners’ rational judgement. (Robin, 2006).

Asking questions is a key aspect when it comes to storytelling and digital storytelling as Piaget, J (no date) theory of cognitive development suggest that children move through four different stages of mental development. His theory focuses not only on the understanding how children acquire knowledge, but also understanding the nature of intelligence. Therefore, by asking questions it encourages students to engage with their work and each other. It also allows children to think out loud and encourages them to have discussions and interact with the rest of the class. The four different stages of mental development were sensorimotor stage which is from birth to 2 years. He found that children learn about the world through basic actions such as sucking, grasping, looking, and listening and they are separate beings from people and objects around them. Piaget believed that developing object permanence or object constancy was important at this stage of development. The second stage which is the preoperational stage between the ages 2-7 years. This begins when children start to think symbolically and learn to use words and pictures to represent objects and he believes that this enhances children’s skills at pretend play, but they still think very concretely about the world around them. Therefore, learning to ask questions throughout the reading process is an important reading strategy and it allows teachers to gain an understanding of how the children are thinking and feeling. When reading it is important to ask questions to children so they are able to expand and develop their literacy skills. This allows them to start problem solving and instead of giving them the ‘right’ way to do something, you are allowing them to use open-ended questions to encourage an independent thinking and guide children towards findings their own truth (Arnerich, M, 2022). By asking open-ended questions it allows literacy and language skills to develop as they can’t be answered with yes or no, it encourages discussion, not short answers and it allows the child to have control of their answer without being interrupted. 

Repetition also encourages language and literacy development when it comes to storytelling. When we are reading a book that has rhymes or we are singing nursery rhymes too children they begin to recognise the music, sounds and actions that along with it. Masterclass staff (2021) stated that repetition is a favours tool among readers as it helps to emphasize a point and make a speech easier to follow. Therefore, if the story is read repetitively the children become engaged and start to shout out certain parts of the book and they begin to make the different sounds that go along with it. 
Vygotsky, L (no date) stated that adults were good role models and that children learn better from individuals that they trust. He believed that imagination feeds the creativity which gives humans the drive to invent and to change their current circumstances. Narrative theory starts from the assumption that narrative is a basic human strategy for coming to terms with elements of our experience. Studies have shown that repetition of a phrase can convince people that it is true. Repetition is also used in a lot of stories to give word rhythm. When we repeat words, a concept, or a skill it encourages children within early years to form an understanding and even attempt to imitate bit. Once a child has understood a new word, they begin to repeat the words back to you and sometimes often sound out the different letters. When it comes to exposure to a song, story, or an action a child has the opportunity to learn. Repetition allows children to imitate the actions that go along to the song or rhyme. Repetition allows language and literacy to develop as children are learning new words and how to pronounce them (Queensland Government, 2020). During my activity of The Gruffalo story by repeating the word Gruffalo the children were able to identify the characters and the different noises that the animals in the story made. Repetition also allows children to remember and identify pictures and sounds that they see which will improve their literacy and language development as they will join in with the story by shouting out the different characters, noises, sounds and actions. 

In conclusion, storytelling improves the abilities to summarise and deconstruct stories. Educators can use storytelling as an opportunity to develop numerous language foci including listening skills, vocabulary, grammar and understanding stories. Storytelling and digital storytelling can help your child get to know sounds, words and language and develop early literacy skills it can allow your child to understand strong emotions and helps your child or children learn about the world around them, whether it is their own culture or others. The more stories children hear, the more they are likely to notice and remember details in stories. Storytelling improves both memory and the ability to use narrative language, which is necessary for developing literacy.
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