Within this support paper it is going to outline the key points that were discussed during the presentation in regard to police reform, changes on polices in relation to Black Lives Matter and the impact this had on public perception. 

The Black Lives Matter protests sparked many protests across the world in relation to the number of black deaths that were being reported. Many gathered and protested to make their mark and have their say on the topic that they wanted to defund the police. Due to the mass protests that were going on many nations have started to use budgets to change the way in which officers are deployed in the sense of public safety. An example of this would be that Los Angeles and other nations have stated they will cut police budgets with the idea to reinvest this money into programmes such as supportive housing and violence protection (Subramanian, 2021).

This is a major reform as many of the individuals in these categories do not get the support or safeguarding, they need, this reform will allow many people who have been a part of domestic violence relationships or are generally struggling to have the support they need to keep them safe and well. This shows that the government have taken a step back to analyse what is going on within the community and are making amends on how they are going to try and rectify the issue to keep people safe. 

In addition to this there were also many other reforms implemented across a range of different states. Another example would be that “drafted by the congressional black caucus after Floyd’s death, the bill would ban chokeholds like the one that killed Eric Garner in New York City in 2014” (Jazeera, 2014). This shows that due to the death of Garner where they used a chokehold which resulted in his death, they no longer allow this within forces, this shows police forces are now looking at other way to detain and gain compliance which do not have such drastic consequences.  There has also been reform in regard to how the police respond to mental health calls. These calls would usually be handled by police alone but with the new reforms in place there are now partner agencies involved (Lartey, 2023). This shows that the police would usually go to mental health calls with the lack of training, and they are now involving partner agencies such as mental health specialists who are trained in this field and can provide the support they need. Although there are many reforms that have been implemented the funding for police remains the same which prevents any further reform from being able to to take place. 

Regarding public perception, during the Black Lives Matter protests public perception has made an extraordinary change. Studies have shown that American voters in support of Black Lives Matter has grown from 46% to 53% (Georgetown University , 2020). This change was due to the George Floyd case where he was knelt on the floor for over nine minutes with a police officer on his neck. This shows that due to the amount of protests many people are now on board and agree that it is time for change. Studies also show an increase in agreement in relation to the anti-black discrimination is an ongoing issue and that the United States has not made any progress within the last 50 years and that Americans believe whites are treated better than blacks (Tesler, 2020). This shows that it is clear to the public eye that there has been no reform for some time and that it has led to Americans believe that white people are treated better than black people. In addition to this Black Lives Matter has also changed the way in which the public think about the police and black lives. For example, in 2017 a study found that 54% of white people saw shootings involving the police and black lives was a bigger issue (Ray, 2022). This is a major issue as over 50% of white people believe that policing has racial problems, which also sparked a policy to be created for local state and federal changes to policing. 


On the other hand, there has been many changes within polices across police forces. An example of this would be Berkeley city council and San Francisco states that they will stop the use of tear gas with San Francisco banning the use of tanks and bayonets on unarmed civilians (Rummler, 2020). This shows that police forces are banning the use of lethal weapons with the vision to try and find alternative ways and equipment that can be used with less consequences. Another change in policy would be Denver’s police have announced on June 7th officers and SWAT officers would now be obligated to activate their body cameras when using or during any tactical operation and would need to report to their manager if a firearms was intentionally pointed at a person (Rummler, 2020). This shows that these types of incidents will be captured on body worn cameras which will provide evidence of what happened during the incident, it also allows the line manager to review the incident and provide feedback on how it can be adapted or how things could have been done differently for future reference. 


It is clear to see that the Black Lives Matter protest have made a change to the way in which the police carry out their duties. It’s caused many refoms and changes to polices to be put into place. These protests have also given the public the peace of mind as they are seeing a change within the way the police conduct themselves and the way in which they use and spend their budgets to improve public safety. Black Lives Matter protests have also given police forces the opportunity to reflect on what is currently in place and how they can adapt to become better. 

































Reference List 
Georgetown University , 2020. Black Lives Matter: From potests to lasting chnage. 
Available at: https://businessforimpact.georgetown.edu/uncategorized/black-lives-matter-from-protests-to-lasting-change/
[Accessed Monday 8th January [2024].

Jazeera, A., 2014. NYPD officer's chokehold caused man's death. 
Available at: http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2014/8/1/nypd-officer-s-chokeholdcausedericgarnersdeathofficialsays.html
[Accessed Monday 8th January [2024].

Lartey, J., 2023. Three yeras after George Floyd's murder, police reforms are slow paced.
Available at: https://www.themarshallproject.org/2023/06/03/george-floyd-police-reform
[Accessed Monday 8th January [2024].

Ray, R., 2022. Black Lives Matter at 10 years. 
Available at: https://www.brookings.edu/articles/black-lives-matter-at-10-years-what-impact-has-it-had-on-policing/
[Accessed Monday 8th January [2024 ].

Rummler, O., 2020. The major police reforms enacted since George Floyd's death. 
Available at: https://www.axios.com/2020/06/10/police-reform-george-floyd-protest#
[Accessed Monday 8th January [2024 ].

Subramanian, R., 2021. State policing reforms since George Floyd's murder. 
Available at: https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/state-policing-reforms-george-floyds-murder
[Accessed Monday 8th January [2024].

Tesler, M., 2020. The Floyd protests have chmages public opinion about ace and policing.
Available at: https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/06/09/floyd-protests-have-changed-public-opinion-about-race-policing-heres-data/
[Accessed Monday 8th January [2024 ].

































