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Throughout this semester, I have had the opportunity to learn and develop a variety of skills in our classroom environment. In this reflective report, I will focus on three specific skills that I have acquired and improved upon during our time together. These skills have not only enhanced my academic performance but have also helped me grow as an individual. By examining how these skills were learned and applied in various situations, I hope to gain a deeper understanding of their importance and impact on my overall learning experience.
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In week 3, the referencing class provided valuable insights into the importance of accurate and consistent referencing in academic writing. Understanding the different citation styles and when to use them was particularly enlightening. It was interesting to learn about the potential consequences of improper referencing, such as plagiarism, and how it can impact the credibility of scholarly work. I also found the practical examples and exercises in the class to be very helpful in reinforcing the concepts we discussed. The hands-on experience of creating citations and reference lists using various styles gave me a better grasp of the nuances involved in referencing. Overall, the class has equipped me with the necessary skills and knowledge to confidently reference sources in my future academic endeavours. I look forward to applying what I've learned to my upcoming assignments and research projects. Referencing serves multiple purposes; it allows readers to access the original source material easily and quickly, demonstrates evidence of research and reading, and distinguishes one's own ideas from those of others. Furthermore, the class emphasised the ethical implications of referencing. Plagiarism, as discussed in the class, is considered unethical because it involves stealing someone else's work and presenting it as one's own. The class also highlighted the role of referencing in acknowledging and giving credit to the original authors and researchers whose work has contributed to one's own ideas. In addition to the ethical aspects, referencing also plays a practical role in academic writing. Citations allow readers to verify the information presented, delve deeper into the topic, and understand the context in which the ideas are being discussed. Additionally, referencing correctly is important for academic institutions and tutors, as it allows them to assess the depth of a student's research and reading on a particular topic. he classes also emphasised the importance of consistency and accuracy in referencing. Using the correct citation style and formatting criteria is crucial to ensuring that references are clear, consistent, and easily traceable. Through the class, I have learned the importance of citing sources accurately and giving credit to the original authors. This not only strengthens the credibility of my own work but also contributes to the academic integrity and reputation of the institution I am affiliated with. The class also provided practical guidance on how to create citations and reference lists using various styles. I learned about the Harvard referencing style, which is widely used in academic writing. The class provided examples and guidelines on how to cite different types of sources, such as books, journal articles, websites, and reports. Overall, the class on referencing has equipped me with the knowledge and skills necessary to incorporate references effectively in my own academic writing. In conclusion, I have learned that referencing is not only a practice of ethical integrity but also a crucial tool for academic writing. It allows for the acknowledgment of other scholars' work, strengthens one's arguments, and provides readers with the means to verify and explore the ideas being presented, delve deeper into the topic, and understand the context in which the ideas are being discussed. Additionally, referencing correctly is important for academic institutions and tutors, as it allows them to assess the depth of a student's research and reading on a particular topic. The class also emphasised the importance of consistency and accuracy in  referencing. Using the correct citation style and formatting criteria is crucial to ensuring that references are clear, consistent, and easily sources accurately and giving credit to the original authors. This not only strengthens the credibility of my own work but also contributes to the academic integrity and reputation of the institution I am affiliated with. The class also provided practical guidance on how to create citations and reference lists using various styles. I learned about the Harvard referencing style, which is widely used in academic writing. The class provided examples and guidelines on how to cite different types of sources, such as books, journal articles, websites, and reports. Overall, the class on referencing has equipped me with the knowledge and skills necessary to incorporate references effectively in my own academic writing. In conclusion, I have learned that referencing is not only a practice of ethical integrity but also a crucial tool for academic writing. It allows for the acknowledgment of other scholars' work, strengthens one's arguments, and provides readers with the means to verify and explore the ideas being presented. Moreover, it helps academic institutions and tutors assess the depth of a student's research and reading on a particular topic. Additionally, the class emphasised the importance of consistency and accuracy in referencing. By following the correct citation style and formatting criteria, references will be clear, consistent, and easily traceable. This not only enhances the credibility of one's work but also contributes to the overall academic integrity and reputation of the institution. In the referencing class, we learned that referencing is a crucial aspect of academic writing. It allows writers to integrate the ideas of others into their texts and develop their arguments while giving credit where it is due. The class also provided practical guidance on how to create citations and reference lists using various styles, with a focus on the Harvard referencing style. The class highlighted the importance of citing different types of sources, such as books, journal articles, websites, and reports, and provided examples and guidelines for how to cite each type of source correctly. Overall, the class on referencing has equipped me with the knowledge and skills necessary to incorporate references effectively in my own academic writing. The class also emphasised the significance of avoiding plagiarism by properly citing sources and gave examples of how to paraphrase and summarise information while still giving credit to the original author. Furthermore, the class emphasised the need for consistency and accuracy in referencing. This means using the correct citation style, consistently formatting references, and providing all necessary information for readers to locate the original source. It was stressed that using an inconsistent or incorrect referencing style can lead to confusion and potentially undermine the credibility of one's work.
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Note-taking     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
In the Note-taking Skills class, we learned various techniques for effective notetaking, including the Linear note taking, mind mapping, and the Diagram note taking. These techniques have been incredibly helpful in improving my ability to capture and retain information during lectures and study sessions.
I found the class to be extremely beneficial because notetaking is a crucial skill that plays a significant role in learning and understanding course content. By taking organized and well-structured notes, I am better able to absorb information, identify key concepts, and make connections between different ideas.
One of the key takeaways from the class was the importance of active listening and engagement during notetaking. By actively participating in the process of capturing and organizing information, I have found that I am better able to understand and recall the material.
Moreover, the class emphasized the significance of reviewing and revising notes regularly. This practice has been instrumental in reinforcing my understanding of the subject matter and has contributed to improved retention of information.
Overall, the Note-taking Skills class has been integral in honing my note-taking abilities and has had a significant impact on my academic performance. I am confident that the skills I have acquired will continue to benefit me in my future studies and endeavours.
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Right after our quiz in week 5, we had a class about paraphrasing skills. The purpose of the class was to improve our ability to rephrase information in our own words while still accurately conveying the original message. During the class, we learned various strategies for paraphrasing, including changing word order, substituting synonyms, and restructuring sentences. We also practiced identifying key ideas and main points from a given text before attempting to paraphrase it. This helped us focus on the most important information and avoid simply regurgitating the original text. Paraphrasing is an important skill for several reasons. Firstly, it helps us better understand and internalize information by forcing us to process it in our own words. This can enhance our comprehension and retention of complex or technical concepts. Additionally, paraphrasing is essential for effective communication, as it allows us to convey information in a more concise and clear manner. By avoiding direct quotes or excessive use of other people's words, we can demonstrate our understanding and interpretation of the material. Furthermore, paraphrasing is crucial for academic writing as it helps prevent plagiarism. By putting information into our own words, we can avoid unintentionally copying someone else's work and ensure that we are providing proper credit when using others' ideas. Overall, the paraphrasing skills workshop was extremely beneficial for all of us. It not only improved our ability to communicate effectively but also provided us with a valuable tool for academic success. We now feel more confident in our ability to rephrase information accurately and responsibly in any context.
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In conclusion, the paraphrasing class, referencing class, and note-taking class all play crucial roles in enhancing students' academic skills. These classes help students develop the ability to effectively restate information, properly cite sources, and organize key points for better retention and understanding. By mastering these skills, students are better equipped to succeed in their academic endeavors and beyond. The paraphrasing class teaches students how to convey information in their own words, which is essential for avoiding plagiarism and demonstrating a deep understanding of the material. The referencing class ensures that students give credit to the original sources of information, promoting academic integrity and ethical research practices. Lastly, the note-taking class helps students capture important information in a concise and organized manner, making it easier to review and retain key concepts. Overall, these classes provide students with the tools they need to excel in their studies and become lifelong learners.
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