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Observational Writing
What is semiotics?
Semiotics is the study of how meaning is made. We often hear that semiotics is the study of signs, but that is only true when we take a very broad view of what a sign is. For example, the word Rose is a sign that can signify the plant, and the plant (a red rose) can be a sign that signifies love or passion (or the England rugby team). At one level, we all interpret signs a different way to others in every day of our lives, we negotiate the signage of human interactions, purchases, work, travel etc. In most cases we do this successfully because we have learned how to decode and use the signs in our everyday lives. However, the ability to understand how other people interpret signs, how new signs might be interpreted, and the linkage between different signs is a specialised discipline, that of the semiotician. 
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This is the image I have chosen to deconstruct; it is the album cover called Nightmare which is from my favourite heavy metal rock band, Avenged Sevenfold. 
First of all, the band's name has a deep meaning. The band's name originates from a passage in the Genesis story of Abel and Cain, which reads, "But the Lord said to him, 'Therefore whoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” However, even though the name originates from a passage from the Genesis story, all five original members of the California-based band, M.Shadows, Zacky Vengeance, Synyster Gates and Brooks Wackerman, were apparently kicked out of a catholic school, which contradicts the religious symbolism in their band name.
Nightmare is the 5th album Avenged Sevenfold have created. It was released on the 27th of July 2010, a whole decade ago, through Warner Bros Records.
Firstly, at the centre of the album cover there is a grave which connotates to “The Rev”, the original drummer of the band, who passed away a year prior. You could say the album cover was in homage to him and his contributions to the band. The grave has text written on the centre which read “FoREVer.” There is an emphasis on the letters “R, E, V” to signify the name of the ex-drummer of the band which will always be a part of Avenged Sevenfold from beyond the grave, which is represented by the word ‘forever’. 
At the forefront of the album cover, lies a terrified girl who looks quite child-like given she is clenching a teddy bear. She looks as if she is peering over her shoulder not knowing what horrifying being is behind her. One of the songs from the album is titled, “Buried Alive”, which links to the girl on the cover as what appears to be her headboard is mimicked by human bones. Furthermore, her clothing is darkened and muddy as if she has, indeed, been ‘buried alive’.
The final significant feature of the album cover that I am going to annotate is the nightmare like creature in the backdrop. The personified piece of the cover is placed centre-mid to draw the eye in and almost make the viewer question the scene as a whole. The creature also is shrouded in a mysterious mist which could indicate it is not from this earth. Not only that, but it has a skull face and generous bat wings which display immortal life. 
The overall image of the album cover is extremely dark and portrays an ounce of terror which could foreshadow the style of music Avenged Sevenfold produce. 

Personal Manifesto
In the University of Trinity Saint David, I study music technology. Music technology is a subject that is driven by the recording of instruments using technology such as microphones, sound boards and built in software on a computer such as Logic Pro or Cubase Elements. It is also mainly driven by the making of sounds and making music by only using built in instruments and sounds on a software. 
I am influenced by music developers such as Skrillex and KSHMR. A Skrillex song called, “Bangarang,” was the first dubstep/electronic dance music (EDM) song I listened to. Since then, I have always been drawn to that genre of music. KSHMR in my favourite creator at the moment as he has a unique way of portraying his songs using his Indian heritage. He combines that with the type of EDM that is extremely popular nowadays, which drew my attention in the first place and what I find extremely clever.  
In my creative industry, I believe the key to creating a good sounding piece of music is; repeated vocals, a simple yet catchy beat and rhythmic melody, all of which contribute to a popular EDM anthem. Also, the average beats per minute (BPM) of an EDM song can fluctuate from around 108bpm to 130bpm. However, some artists have their own unique way of creating music which I believe are not as pleasing to listen to and disagree with the techniques used. One of the techniques created is the jamming of loads of sounds together or the overloading of sounds in one piece at a time. This technique is mainly used in Dubstep which was at it’s peak in the late 2000s. My favoured genre of music is EDM which is the type of music I want to create in the future.
Kshmr - Wikipediahttps://en.wikipedia.org › wiki › Kshmr  
Skrillex - Wikipediahttps://en.wikipedia.org › wiki › Skrillex

Reflexive Writing: The Creation of an EDM
To start, to expand your knowledge about the creation of EDM, we first need to break down what EDM actually is. EDM or Electronic Dance Music is an extremely popular music category which is created using software such as Logic Pro, Pro Tools, Cubase Elements and many more. EDM has many sub-genres such as Techno (very popular), dubstep, trap, future bass, house music, trance just to name a few. Those genres may also be categorized into many more. For example, in house music it can be broken down into deep house, progressive house and electro house. Most EDM artists are self-made, meaning they taught themselves how to make music and blend the sounds together inventing their own techniques which makes them who they are today. Most of the majorly successful electronic dance music creators perform at Tomorrow Land which is known as the paradise for all EDM fans and artists around the world. 
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Tomorrow Land is a worldwide phenomenon which roughly brings around 185000 people from over 75 different countries. Tomorrow Land is so overly popular that when tickets are released, they usually sell out within a matter of minutes. The music festival is owned by two Belgium brothers by the name of Manu and Michiel Beers. The brothers employ around 12000 people to run this event and the organisers estimate that the event accumulates over 100 million British pounds. Electronic Dance Music is one of the most listened to types of music in the world, so heavily promoted that Spotify, the world-famous music listening app, states that they get over 16 billion streams from electronic music alone. To continue, 39 of the top 100 albums sold were EDM in 2018, which alone shows how impactful the genre has become. 

EDM has developed to become my favourite type of music that I listen to everyday. I always explore and find new songs to learn new techniques that I could use and benefit from in the future. The first time I listened to an EDM track, it was from the sub-genre Dubstep. Dubstep was extremely popular in 2008 to 2012, but after that many more artists were creating their own sub-genres with their unique ways of making tracks. This then eventually overtook it in popularity. Other extremely popular sub-genres of Electronic Dance Music that influence myself are Trap, Big Room, House, Future Bass, Hardstyle and Drum and Base. Since then, back to when I first listened to EDM, I knew I was going to be influenced by it and that it was going to be involved in my career in the future. This is why I'm still so fascinated by the music to this day. Furthermore, it has dominated me to have taken a course in university to help improve my skills and understanding of the technology used to create masterpieces of music. In the future, I’d like to see myself creating my own unique set of music for people to enjoy and listen to all around the world. Perhaps even making my own sub-genre of EDM. I’d like to make people feel the same way about Electronic Dance Music as I do, hopefully increasing the amount of people that listen to it.
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