Ways of thinking (ADDA4022)
Essay: Identify and discuss two art movements and evaluate through their differences and similarities the worldviews and principles they propose


In this essay, I will be discussing the differences and similarities of the worldviews and principles proposed by two art movements. I have chosen futurism and surrealism. 
Futurism – The first manifesto was released in February 1909 by Italian poet Filippo Tommaso Marinetti. Futurists viewed 19th-century Italy as a representation of everything bad. Their goal was for Italy to embrace industry, modernism, and advancement. They sought to be something new, discarding everything from the past and creating a new way of looking at things. 
[bookmark: _Int_nLEfQh5u][bookmark: _Int_4kqBCI7Z]‘We stand on the promontory of centuries! … Why should we look back when what we want is to break down the mysterious doors of the impossible? Time and space died yesterday. We already live in the absolute because we have created eternal, omnipresent speed.’ (Harrison and Wood, 1993, p.147)
Marinetti praised war. War was going to change things. For him war was a symbol of action and change just what they wanted to do. Futurists wanted ideas that were progressive even if it meant destruction and war. They wanted a rebellion against the past. By creating war, they were creating beauty. 
‘We will glorify war – the only true hygiene of the world – militarism, patriotism, the destructive gesture of anarchists, the beautiful Ideas which kill, and the scorn of women.’ (Harrison and Wood, 1993, p.147)
Futurists wanted to stop the feminist movement, they thought that what women wanted and what futurism wanted were two different things. They saw women as an obstacle and feminist views would clash with their new world visions. They wanted to get away from social normalities and values, this would create freedom and individuality. 
‘We will destroy the museums, libraries, academies of every kind, will fight moralism, feminism opportunistic or utilitarian cowardice.’ (Harrison and Wood, 1993, p.147)
There was no more work to be done in the world, everything now created was not good enough, it is as if they saw It as repetitive art, and good could not be created from good. It had to be created from bad, violence. They wanted the power of man to rise and make this new world they all wanted so badly. It's as if they had a power trip to rule the world to make it better for what they wanted to achieve.
‘Except in struggle, there is no more beauty. No work without an aggressive character can be a masterpiece. Poetry must be conceived as a violent attack on unknown forces, to reduce and prostrate them before man.’ (Harrison and Wood, 1993, p.147)



[bookmark: _Int_VQcKL30S]Surrealism – A twentieth-century literary, philosophical, and artistic movement that explored the workings of the mind, championing the irrational, the poetic, and the revolutionary. (Tate, 2023)
[bookmark: _Int_uNY0c8ga]Andre Beton describes surrealism as “pure psychic automatism, by which it is intended to express…the real process of thought. It is the dictation of thought, free from any control by the reason and of any aesthetic or moral preoccupation.”  
Surrealists wanted to explore the idea of the unconscious and dreams. They wanted to create a new way of art that could not be physically seen but made up by imagination. Moving away from reality to a new reality made up by the unconscious mind. This theory would bring innovative ideas to art as people would not have thought this way before. So instead of painting pictures of things seen in front of them they are creating them from pictures they have seen in their mind. The illogical, dreams, and subconscious were the cornerstones of surrealism. It valued the creative spirit and art's ability to transcend the material world.
“Let us not lose sight of the fact that the idea of Surrealism aims quite simply at the total recovery of our psychic force by a means which is nothing other than the dizzying descent into ourselves, the systematic illumination of hidden places and the progressive darkening of other places, the perpetual excursion into the midst of forbidden territory, and that there is no real danger of its activities coming to an end so long as man still manages to distinguish an animal from a flame or a stone” (Breton, 2020)

Andre believed that surrealism should be from the artist. They use their imagination and unconscious dreams, stepping away from what is seen in front of them. Surrealism should be a thought that has sparked in someone’s mind and used to create an artwork of true hidden beauty. Surrealism is where no thought, but a lot of thought goes in at the same time. 
[bookmark: _Int_yPqJ4gD3]‘It is true of Surrealist images as it is of opium images that man does not evoke them; rather they “come to him spontaneously, despotically. He cannot chase them away; for the will is powerless now and no longer controls the faculties.” (Breton, 1972)

Their aim was not to create something completely new but giving it a new meaning, changing the way the object was seen and adding new ideas to it meant that it was giving a different effect to the image, it like when someone who does not have the best eyesight puts on glasses for the first time, for them they have seen the world in a new life than before, much like surrealism, using one's mind and worlds beauty to create something magical with something that has never been seen before.
‘The goal was the displacement of the object, removing it from its expected context, "defamilarizing" it. Once the object was removed from its normal circumstances, it could be seen without the mask of its cultural context. These incongruous combinations of objects were also thought to reveal the fraught sexual and psychological forces hidden beneath the surface of reality.’ The Art Story (2011b)


So, what are the differences and similarities between futurism and surrealism?
Well futurism was focused on moving things forward. They were Interested in the way machines and modern life were progressing, they did not want to be stuck in the past and for them progression was necessary, they even wanted to go as far as to demolish the past as for them it was no longer relevant. They liked the idea of the new modern world and saw the beauty in that, even though they were creating this new world by causing destruction and chaos.
Whereas surrealism was not necessarily worried about getting rid of the past, surrealism's aim purely was to change the way people saw and thought. using life's absurdity and reality combined. We may create an imaginative reality by applying our mental imagination to uncover hidden meanings in our external world. Their goal was to uncover the secrets concealed inside the Earth, not to advance it. However, even though they were not trying to progress the world, they were in their own way by moving away from the traditional way of art and creating something new. They, unlike futurism, didn’t want to cause destruction or war, they just wanted people to look inside themselves and find the inner beauty of the world in their minds. 
Futurism was a celebration of a new life by idolizing the world that was in front of their eyes, even if it was falling apart. Whereas surrealism was a step away from reality, just seeing the world how it is but with some imagination involved and didn’t want to cause destruction.
Both art movements were involved in the avant-garde, however, they did seek similar things, by pushing forward new forms of art and not sticking to the traditional way of doing things, they reflected the modern world and put it into their own perspective as they both thought of things in diverse ways and had different views on the world. They both thought they should be looking at the world for things that could help them adopt a new reality and create beauty, even though they did this in two separate ways. 
It is quite interesting to see the differences in people's minds and ways of thinking about innovative ideas. The possibilities are endless, but these art movements had an idea and went with it, creating two very well-known and inspirational ways of new modern art but doing so very differently. And they are both still very influential in today’s world, which is important as it means both art movements made an impact on artists and audience. Overall, surrealism and futurism had different viewpoints on how they saw the world and what they wanted to do with it, however they both wanted to move away from traditional art forms.
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