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James Madison (1751-1836) has been recognized as one of the many founding fathers of the United States.  Following a short-lived military career, he seemed to have favored a political one and in 1776 he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives where he served from 1789 to 1797.  Whilst in Congress, his work included composing the first drafts of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  This work earned him the nickname of “Father of the Constitution.”  He undertook substantial studies of how other world governments operated and concluded that America needed to create a strong federal government.  (History.com Editors).
Madison seems to have played a major role in advocating the ratification of the New Constitution. This New Constitution needed to be ratified by a two thirds majority, which proved to be not an easy process, many states felt that the federal government would have too much power.  Supporters of the Constitution were known as “Federalists” whilst opposers were called “Antifederalists.” Alongside Alexander Hamilton and John Jay, Madison began writing a series of 85 essays, later known as the “Federalist Papers.”   These essays were written and published in the New York times and later published in various state newspapers, addressing the concerns of the “Antifederalists” whilst looking at the failures of the Articles of Confederation.  The combined essays of Hamilton, Jay and Madison seemed to have had an influence on easing the concerns of the citizens of the U.S. and the “Antifederalist” movement, eventually leading to the ratification of the New Constitution which were signed by the members of the Constitutional Convention in 1787 and later ratified by the states in 1788.  He held a strong belief that the government should be set up with a system of checks and balances that would ensure that no branch would have power over another branch.  This suggests that he saw the risks of the loss of liberty of the people and the abuse of power of one branch over another.  He was instrumental in creating a horizontal and vertical series of checks and balances, ensuring the freedom and protection of all citizens and departments. Following Madison’s research into how other governments were formed, he addressed and discussed within The Federalist 47 through to the Federalist No 51 the measures that would be put in place to protect its citizens by creating a separation of powers. The foundation was a two-way partition of power, both vertically and horizontally which created a double level of security.  Federal and State Government would be separated into 3 distinct horizontal branches, known as the Legislative Branch, the Judicial Branch, and the Executive Branch, working independently whilst each branch served to check or limit the power of others. No one branch has supreme power over another. Overlapping powers between the three branches ensure that no branch has a free hand of unrestrained power. Two out of the three branches were needed to agree to some actions and rulings which serve as a foundation for a just and balanced Government.  The second safety measure that was put in place was the Vertical separation of power being Federal Government and State Government.  Within this system, State Governments had the right to govern their own States and make decisions within their own jurisdiction whilst upholding Constitutional Law.   The Federal Government had primacy over State. The Constitution was the underpinning of American Democracy.  This further suggests Madison’s awareness of the possibilities of Power Over, an unbalanced government and its impact on the U.S. citizens rights for independence and freedom.   There is a suggestion here that Madison wanted to protect the citizens of the United States as he addressed and advocated for the separation of powers. These articles highlight Madison’s awareness of the possibility that an unchecked and unbalanced government could lead to the oppression of the people by a majority and the loss of freedom and liberty.  
‘Founding father James Madison was the main author of the Bill of Rights.  Madison believed that the U.S. Constitution needed to be amended to protect the rights of the people and limit government power.’ (Weekly Reader,2007)
Madison’s overall influence in setting up the Constitution and Bill of Rights suggests a person who was a humanitarian at heart whilst also being aware of the possibility of the unfair effects of an unchecked powerhouse.   He ensured the protection of the freedom of rights of the citizens of the United States whilst also creating safety measures within the State and Federal Government.  All this seemed to further ensure the protection of the liberties of the people.  This view is supported when we look at the Bill of Rights. An example of this is the First Amendment, adopted into the Bill of Rights in 1791.  This Amendment protects the rights of the citizens of free speech, freedom of the press and freedom of religion without any government intrusions.  This amendment has a double layer of protection once again as can be seen in Madison’s earlier influence when drafting the Federalist Papers. This added layer prohibits the government from establishing laws that would infringe on these freedoms.
Following on from this is the Second Amendment which highlights Madison’s further influence. In this Amendment Madison states that:
 ‘A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.’ (Constitution congress.gov)
This Bill of Right is still in place to this day within the United States, where citizens are legally within their rights to carry arms. There seems to have been many Judiciary cases recorded and much written historically as to the meaning of this Amendment.  This suggests a lack of clarity in the wording of this Amendment which has made it open to misinterpretation.   
What seems to be constantly highlighted within Madison’s work is the advocacy for strong foundations to be placed within the United States Constitution, whilst ensuring a fairness for the freedom of its citizens.    Following the initial 12 Bill of Rights, many more have been added, and adjustments have been made to clarify some of these Amendments as time moved on.   
The division of power and the Constitution is still upheld within the United States Democracy.  This can often be seen in daily situations highlighted in the Press or on News Channels.  A prime example of this is reports of modern-day slavery which is unconstitutional within all States that are within American Jurisdiction.  The Thirteenth Amendment became a part of the U.S. Constitution in 1865, abolishing slavery and involuntary servitude.  
The impact of Madisons’ foundational work of ensuring ‘checks and balances’ is still apparent to this day within the American Judiciary system.  There is a sharing of judicial powers between the state and the federal court systems.  Congress created this division of State and Federal Courts. State courts deal with civil rights cases such as marriage and divorce, whereas the federal courts oversee disputes that relate to the Constitution or federal laws, such as claims upon civil rights or copyright laws.  The Constitution created a further court known as the Supreme Court which can be seen as the last and final court over all cases.  This court may deal with cases that involve public ministers and States.  When a State or Federal Court cannot resolve a case, an application may be taken to the Supreme Court for a final decision.  Application to the Supreme Court to hear a case shall not be accepted if it has not already been heard within a State or Federal Court.  
Whilst all states have the jurisdiction to create and amend laws, they must adhere to the Constitution.  A recent case reported in February 2024 highlights how the Constitution and the Bill of Rights remain a firm foundation for the protection of its citizens' freedom and liberties.  Florida had passed a new law that banned Chinese citizens from owning homes or land within their State.  After the plaintiffs initially lost their case, it was taken to a Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta which deemed that ‘Florida’s ban violates a federal law’. (Wiessner,2024)
‘Florida’s ban violates the U.S. Constitution by specifically targeting Chinese citizens, said Bethany Li, legal director of the Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund, one of the groups representing the plaintiffs.’
“Today’s ruling should serve as a warning to other states who are considering passing similarly racist bills, steeped in a history when Asians were ineligible for citizenship and were told they didn’t belong,” Li said in a statement.  (NBC,2024).
The above case is a prime example of how the U.S. democratic system still has an impact in the present day. The strong foundations laid almost three and a half centuries ago remain as strong a foundation today.  Madisons’ diligence in advocating for a Strong Federal Government whilst ensuring ‘checks and balances’ offered a fair and just system to protect both Government and the U. S. citizens.   His influence has been instrumental in bringing about what we know as the U.S. Democratic System, therefore earning him the nickname of “Father of the Constitution’.
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