Where does John Lennon’s Charisma come from?
After the breakup of the Beatles, each of the members all split up in different direction all to form their own solo careers, but out of all the members, the one who made the most impact from the band was John Lennon. The peace movement was in full swing during the 70s, though had been previously in the 60s, was more relevant than ever due to the Vietnam war. John Lennon was a firm protestor of peace and became a main leader in the movement, with a few of his songs being symbols of peace, like ‘Imagine’ for example. Lennon himself even before this was seen as a very charismatic person, his attitude being quite rebellious, even in his earlier life.
When Lennon was young, he had lived a bit more of a difficult life, his family itself was seen as being a bit more lower class, his mother had abandoned him with his aunt, with him then finding her and developing a relationship before she was killed in an accident. During that time he formed a rock-and-roll band whereas he then met both Paul Mccartney and George Harrison, meeting the final member that formed the Beatles after they signed under a label. Lennon then later left the band as the relationships in the band started to fall apart and like everyone in the band, left to create his solo career, this being the time in which he became a peace activist, becoming a peace movement icon that is still talked about today.
Looking upon Lennon’s charisma, we must look at both his life and his actions, as well as his general personality traits. He was described as being quite witty, always looking for a joke in a conversation, but not only that, Lennon was seen as being quite proud, in interviews, he would talk proudly about his music and the movement that he represented, as well as this, he weirdly showed some arrogance as well as confidence, becoming very defensive in interviews about his previous actions. He was never afraid to speak his mind and always had something to say. I would say that all of these together did form his charismatic reputation, but I would also say that his actions themselves would also form part of his charismatic nature, he would not only protest against the Vietnam War, but he would also set up performances that were also in protest against war, for example, his Bed-ins, in which he and his wife would sit in bed for a week in protest, this being televised by some news programs who decided to interview the two during this event, though this was portrayed more negatively by the press and also in those interviews, lots of them talking of their homes back in England and elsewhere, using his wealth to completely negate all of his points.
Charisma theory theorises the many different causes of someone having charisma, we’ll look at each of them briefly as we look at John Lennon as an example. There is a theory that charisma is nothing more than a bundle of the right personality traits formed to create charisma in itself, if we were to look at John Lennon, his personality was quite witty and funny, he would seem quite fun around certain people, but I would argue that this isn’t really true, lots of people have these type of personality traits and don’t go to have the same career and success that Lennon has, if this were to be true, having these personality traits coupled into one group would lead to a person having the golden opportunity to be successful as a boss type, or a leader of a movement.
In John Lennons case, I would say that his charisma is more of a developed skill, something he developed as he grew with the turn of The Beatles, and then something he outgrew as he left the group. John Lennon, back in his Beatles days, was already seen as someone charismatic, someone who was both witty and fun in the many different interviews that were conducted over the 10 year career that was The Beatles, but comparing himself to the others is quite interesting as well, the others were all described as the same as well, being both witty and fun. But, each had some sort of edge compared to the others, and for Lennon, he was more of a realist, someone more pedantic. This was also seen in his music writing, with songs like “A Day In The Life” and “Across the Universe”, it allowed him to be able to compliment the other main writer of the Beatles, Paul Mccartney, who wrote more sappy love songs. Later, he would write more idealistic songs to reflect the change in his focus, with songs like “Imagine” being one of his most famous, still being sang in peace movements across the world to this day. His fame as a Beatle certainly helped in his later endeavours, but so did the changing culture, with the peace movement growing in popularity as the Vietnam war had commenced.
Socially, it seemed that he was acting as a performance in many of his public interviews, he would appear quite angry and arrogant, spouting about his pride in his music as well as how proud he was of his movement, as well as insulting the interviewer over some of their comments, calling them things like “Snobs” while he talked about peace. A lot of his views of peace probably came from his wife, Yoko Ono, as she was an activist before she even met Lennon, with him meeting her in an art exhibition, Yoko Ono was reported to have had an influence on Lennons behaviour, with some saying he became slightly obsessed with her, though in some reports, Ono was said to have brought the worst out of Lennon, his anger and his rebellious nature.
His increasing performance would also extend to how he advertised himself, with the many newspaper articles talking of his protest cause to him, “if I’m gonna get on the front page, I might as well get on the front page with the word ‘peace’”, it didn’t really matter how he got his publicity, as long as it was about peace. That reinforced his charisma, charisma is also largely about reputation, John Lennon, socially, proved how willing he was to sacrifice something to the cause of peace, socially, charisma is more of a title, or a trait that is passed onto someone by a large crowd of others, that means charisma could just be a social trait, and could just be its own private trait. Something that can be inherited, though not necessarily by a parent, but by the creation of the public.
A few of Lennons arrogant remarks had come to his downfall, for example, back in The Beatles he made a comment that is still infamous to this day, that The Beatles were “bigger than Jesus”, this led to a lot of burnings of Beatles merchandise and Beatles albums. Later on he was assassinated by a crazed fan, one who had before been a fan of Lennon until that comment was made, that fan had been planning on killing a famous person for a long time before the assassination so that he himself would get famous, when Lennon made that comment, the killer decided it would be him. Even before the killing, Lennon had apologized for these remarks, saying he didn’t mean fully what was said, though based on his other remarks and his solo songs, it’s hard to believe.
In conclusion, a lot of Lennons personality could be brought down to many different theories of charisma, but mainly, it can be brought down to it being a skill, either that or something that is given as a trait based off of reputation and past. Other theories can be completely shut down based off of other factors, charisma being a collection of traits put together is completely unreliable, it would make charisma a much more common characteristic for other people.
