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Looking back, evaluate how has your touring theatre production realised in practice elements of Tasks 1 & 2?
Our touring theatre piece has been realised in a number of ways. Throughout this essay I will discuss how tasks we had set for us influenced the resulting outcome piece.
In task one we were asked to gather information on self-identity in children aged 5 to 7. I researched Self Actualisation theory studied by Carl Rogers. Rogers says, "The organism has one basic tendency and striving - to actualize, maintain, and enhance the experiencing organism” (Rogers, 1951) I found this quote intriguing as in relation to young children it evaluates their self-discovery. This being said a large part of our production was on our very own self-discovery and how we became the people we are. We emulated these facts within our piece by bringing in objects that mean a lot to us, i.e. my childhood teddy bear ‘Big Ted’ as well as interviewing each other and discussing our childhood memories such as places that we connect to our childhood and embarrassing moments from our childhood. We were also asked to prepare a set of 30 questions, 15 of which were aimed at young people and 15 for people of our own age. These questions integrated into our piece in the “I am” section where we stated what we were which then began a section where we discussed how we see ourselves on the world.
In task two we analysed how touring theatre addressed the social, political and cultural landscapes. In this task, we evaluated our piece and how it addressed these issues. During the research for this task I came across an article on self-concept that stated says “The individual's belief about himself or herself, including the person's attributes and who and what the self is.” (McLeod, 2008). This links in with how we discussed within our piece how we perceive ourselves and what we see ourselves as. A big part of what I discussed in task two was also the themes of our production and how there were so many resonating features within our group, such as how family is important to most of us and how music played a large part of how we defined ourselves. I found personally that making discoverers through researching social issues within touring theatre made me realise how effective our piece could be to helping children make realisations about who they are and how important their memories are going to be.
In conclusion, I feel that our piece was influenced by our memories and how we perceive the world around us and what we perceive ourselves as on the world. This led to our production being driven by our knowledge that we had gained from the research we carried out on child development and psychology. We also made the piece based on how our memories shape who we are how they have made us who we have become today and how they may influence our decisions in the future. Erin Weaver (2008) states “an exact representation of truth on stage is the most effective and occurs when the audience sees themselves, meaning their own social classes and roles, on stage” I found this quote to be very in line with our performance as it is a true representation of the show we have created and how even though we are playing ourselves there may have been children watching that could relate to our own personal experiences. 
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