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The statue of Aphrodite with Pan and Eros is a Hellenistic statue that dates to c. 100 BC which comes from Delos and is now displayed in the National Archaeological Museum in Athens[footnoteRef:1]. The Statue was found in 1904 in the Hall of the Guild of the Poseidoniasts[footnoteRef:2]. The inscriptions on the building suggests that the members of this cult were tradesmen, ship owners and warehousemen[footnoteRef:3].  [1:  Marble group of Aphrodite with Pan and Eros (100 BC)]  [2:  National Archaeological Museum Athens, 2010]  [3:  National Archaeological Museum Athens, 2010] 

The statue depicts a naked Aphrodite coyly defending herself from the flirtatious advances of an amorous Pan. Above her left shoulder hovers Eros. In the statue Aphrodite’s left hand covers her pubic area as though to stop the advances of Pan. She raises her sandal in her right hand as she attempts to bat him away, suggesting Aphrodite does not want Pan[footnoteRef:4]. Pan has hold of Aphrodite’s left wrist as though he is trying to pull her hand away from her pubic area, making it obvious that Pan is trying to make sexual advances[footnoteRef:5]. Eros is attempting to remove Pan from holding onto Aphrodite by pulling his right horn[footnoteRef:6]. Eros’ attempts at helping Aphrodite appear futile, though this may be due to the small size of Eros especially in comparison to both Aphrodite and pan.  [4:  National Archaeological Museum Athens, 2010]  [5:  National Archaeological Museum Athens, 2010]  [6:  National Archaeological Museum Athens, 2010] 

Aphrodite was the goddess of love and beauty and is identified in the statue by the presence of the child Eros who was her son[footnoteRef:7]. The advances of Pan further confirms her identity as Aphrodite was renowned for her beauty. Pan was the god of shepherds and hunters, and meadows and forests of the mountain wilds[footnoteRef:8]. He is typically depicted with horns, a tail and the legs of a goat and a thick beard[footnoteRef:9]. The Homeric Hymn to Pan tells us that Aphrodite cursed Pan with a doomed love to Echo (Hymn 19 to Pan). Aphrodite makes it Pan’s fate that he shall be in love with Echo yet she shall not return his feelings. All these features a clearly depicted in the statue.  [7:  Aphrodite Wrath 2, Theoi Project, 2000-2017]  [8:  Pan, Theoi Project, 2000-2017]  [9:  Pan, Theoi Project, 2000-2017] 

It is likely that the Guild building in which the statue was originally housed was only accessed by men and this may be the reason for the erotic and suggestive nature of the subject. The image appears playful and relaxed and a small smile appears on Aphrodite’s lips, she does not look particularly alarmed and Eros also appears to smile. The setting perhaps suggests that it was normal for males to make unwarranted sexual advanced towards females without much if any fear of backlash as would happen today. The building was later used more publically as commercial headquarters and accommodation for casual merchants[footnoteRef:10] before the Statue was created which suggests that the imagery of a goddess being forced upon was not taboo.  [10:  National Archaeological Museum Athens, 2010] 

It is easy to interpret the statue using modern, feminist views which may be used to suggest an oversexualised treatment of women throughout time. Mythology has been used to highlight modern issues as it is accessible to all and focusses on human experience[footnoteRef:11]. Using modern views when analysing ancient art may marginalise the obvious historical and cultural context of the statue. Historically women were supposed to put up with the advances of men without a fight, however the statue clearly shows that Aphrodite is refusing Pan even if it is not done in a particularly forceful manor. [11:  Bernstock 1993. P 156] 
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