DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
Have cuts to youth services caused an increase in youth knife crime in England and Wales?

INTRODUCTION:
Youth knife crime continues to have a major impact on communities in England and Wales, and it is an issue that has affected young people for many years. In my work as a PC, I often deal with incidents that involve youths with knives, and this had made me interested in finding out if cuts to youth services have caused an increase in these incidents. I believe that this is a topic that is worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation because it is such a high profile and current problem which affects whole communities and affects the lives and futures of the younger generation.
In my experience as a Police Officer, I have seen firsthand how youth knife crime leaves parents fearful for the safety of their children in the community or when they go to school. Young people are often scared to attend school or to even leave their homes due to the high levels of knife crime. 
In the UK there have been cuts to public spending since the global financial crisis in 2008, which includes the UK Government’s austerity policies with large cuts to public funding over a period of around 10 years from 2010. Local and national news services often report on the financial difficulties faced by schools and various public service providers, and this includes youth services. I believe that it would be interesting to research whether cuts to youth services have caused an increase in youth knife crime.

SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
My key objectives are:
· Research the extent of cuts to youth services, and the general effects of those cuts on young people.
· I will study literature that has already been published and look at published statistics and figures around the cuts to youth services, including government data.
· I aim to collect local data by surveying relevant practitioners, such as youth workers and teacher.
· Research information and statistics around youth knife crime and the causes of youth knife crime.
· I aim to collect data by surveying South Wales police officers who work on Operation Sceptre, and youth workers.
· Look to see if cuts to youth services are responsible for an increase in youth knife crime.
· I will look at the data and information that I have studied and collected and attempt to answer this question.

LITERATURE REVIEW:
I have found two YMCA reports to be very interesting and informative. The 2020 report Out of Service regarding local authority spend on youth services, and the 2022 report Devalued examining a decade of cuts to youth services in England and Wales.
A report from the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Child Criminal Exploitation and Knife Crime from 2019 looks at the link between youth services and rising knife crime, but the report was published before the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic. I believe that the pandemic has had a big effect of the lives of young people, and I think it will be interesting to see what has happened since the pandemic.
I also believe that the data and experiences that I will collect from police officers, youth workers and teachers will fill a gap by providing real experiences regarding youth knife crime and cuts to youth spending from people who work in this field in Cardiff.

SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I intend to use online questionnaires so that the people I survey can easily access the questions, complete them in their own time, and I will also have easy access to the responses. 

SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
I intend to survey police officers who work on Operation Sceptre, which is the police’s approach to tackling knife crime. I will ask officers for their impressions of the level of youth knife crime in their area. I aim to survey youth workers regarding their experience of working with young people involved in knife crime and their experiences of cuts to services, and I will also survey head teachers at secondary schools for their experiences of working with young people and their impressions of knife crime and cuts to youth services. 
The people I survey will be providing their own impressions and experiences, but I believe that these are important so that I can include individual experiences alongside research of national data and statistics. I believe that these people, who work with young people daily, are on the front line to see the effects of youth knife crime and the cuts to youth services. The police officers that I aim to survey deal with knife crimes daily, and these officers can hopefully provide an insight into current youth knife crime.

ETHICAL ISSUES: 
As a serving Police Officer, I will need to ensure that my work focuses on the research findings, literature, and data that I will be studying, rather that my own personal experiences. 
I also must ensure that the sources of information that I use are in the public domain, and that I must not use police resources or databases that aren’t in the public domain for my research.

TIME SCALE:
I intend to submit my work chapter by chapter, with the final draft submitted by 8 July 2024.
As I begin to work on my dissertation, the first thing I will do is research and identify relevant literature for the topic. These will include journals, books, articles and any other sources that I find. 
As I conduct research into different existing sources, I will also prepare questionnaires to gather my own data regarding the experiences of relevant practitioners in my local area, which will include police officers, youth workers and teachers. 
After collecting data and experiences through surveying relevant practitioners and studying current literature I will analyse what I have discovered and try to organise the findings. 
After the analysis I will write my conclusions and identify any recommendations that come out of my conclusions, suggesting further work that could be done on this topic in the future. I also hope that I will be able to contribute some new information to this topic. 
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