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[bookmark: _Toc222718551]Component 1: Development of Academic Skills

[bookmark: _Toc222718552]Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test:

Fuentes and LaBad (2025), Found via ResearchGate. As a systematic literature review synthesizing 34 studies from 2015 to 2025, Currency is strong for evaluating current digital learning in higher education.
Relevance is high because it links digital learning tools to two indicators of educational success: student engagement and academic achievement. 
Authority is high because of the formal academic publication and the PRISMA methodology, which gives more evidential weight compared to individual studies.
Accuracy is ensured through the synthesis of multiple studies, and recognition of the need to account for situational variations (e.g.: infrastructure and digital literacy), limiting oversimplified claims, and demonstrating balanced academic judgement.
The Purpose is analytical, consolidating evidence, identifying conditions for impact, and highlighting limitations that impact the quality of the implementation. 

Najmudin, Susanti, and Pebrian (2025), Found via ResearchGate, this study is currency is high as it reviews literature from 2020 to 2024, reflecting rapid AI Development in the space.
This study has high Relevance as it examines AI in terms of digital transformation in education, which includes opportunities such as accessibility, and challenges such as digital competence or privacy. The Authority comes from the literature review approach; it is academic journal publication and from it is significant evidence base.
The Accuracy of this study comes from a balanced approach to benefits and risks, which implies critical thinking and not with a biased approach.
The Purpose is scholarly and policy oriented, forming a critical approach to what needs to be done in terms off fair and effective implementation.
[bookmark: _Toc222718553]
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· Fuentes, R.P. and LaBad, R. (2025). Impact of Digital Learning Tools on Student Engagement and Academic Achievement in Higher Education: A Systematic Review. Ennoia Advances in Social Science, Technology and Education, [online] 1(2), pp.53–73. Available at: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/395188901_Impact_of_Digital_Learning_Tools_on_Student_Engagement_and_Academic_Achievement_in_Higher_Education_A_Systematic_Review [Accessed 21 Feb. 2026].
· Najmudin, D., Susanti, L. and Pebrian, I. (2025). Digital Transformation in Education: Challenges and Opportunities in the Age of AI. Pedagogia Jurnal Ilmu Pendidikan, [online] 23(1), pp.71–86. Available at: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/396163409_Digital_Transformation_in_Education_Challenges_and_Opportunities_in_The_Age_of_AI [Accessed 21 Feb. 2026].

[bookmark: _Toc222718554]Synthesis of Academic Sources:
Both sources share the theme that digital learning can benefit students, but this depends on certain conditions and considerations of fairness. Fuentes and LaBad (2025) present a discussion of various research studies on higher education, showing that digital learning can improve student engagement and academic performance, while noting barriers such as lack of infrastructure and digital competence.
Najmudin, Susanti, and Pebrian (2025) conducted a similar study, focusing more narrowly on Ai’s benefits, such as personalized learning, improved motivation and accessibility, which can be limited by the digital divide and data privacy risks.
These sources complement one another, providing result-based evidence on how to use digital tools and in-depth analysis of AI-related changes and ethics. They provide a clear understanding that attaining results in the digital age requires not only proper teaching with the help of technology, but also proper rules against inequalities and for student protection. (Fuentes and LaBad, 2025; Najmudin et al., 2025) 

[bookmark: _Toc222718555]Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity:
One key opportunity for students in this Digital Era is improved learning effectiveness through digital and Ai-assisted education. Digital learning tools can increase a student’s engagement, motivation to learn, and can support his academic achievements through student-focused teaching, while AI can enable personalized learning and improved accessibility by adapting materials and feedback to individual needs (Fuentes and LaBad, Najmudin et al., 2025).
[bookmark: _Toc222718556]Academic Planning:
Component 2 will begin with the Challenges and Opportunities sections because it is in those sections that we find the evidence needed to answer the main question, and then, finally, we can present some adaptations ideas. Next, three strategies will be presented in Component 2, under the Adaptation section, which links back to academic skills such as critical evaluation, digital literacy and ethical usage of digital tools. The components are as follows: Introduction (definition and scope), Challenges (digital divide, digital literacy), Opportunities (Ai personalization, accessibility), Adaptation strategies, and Conclusion.

	Task
	Date/ Deadline

	Finish research
	February 21st

	Draft first section
	February 22nd

	Complete first draft
	February 25th

	Final editing
	February 27th
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Component 2: Application of Academic Skills

[bookmark: _Toc222718559]Introduction:
Digital learning in higher education refers to the utilization of online platforms, learning management technologies, and Artificial Intelligence based tools to support teaching, assessment, and student learning. Research suggests that these tools can improve engagement and academic success, but the results depend on the implementation quality and the students’ learning capabilities. (Fuentes and LaBad, 2025). This report will address two key challenges affecting student success in the digital age: (1) gaps in students’ digital literacy skills, and how people search for information online, and (2) unequal access to appropriate devices, connectivity, and study conditions (Georgopoulou et al., Dean, 2025). It will also examine two opportunities: (1) AI based personalization that can improve students’ learning efficiency and feedback, and (2) improved accessibility and inclusion through digital systems (Najmudin et al., 2025; Vieriu and Petrea, 2025).  In the end, this report will address three evidence-based adaptations to help students succeed.


[bookmark: _Toc222718560]Challenges for Students in the Digital Era:

One key challenge is the lack of digital literacy and critical evaluation skills. Students may be proficient in the use of digital technology and AI, but they might lack the skills to critically evaluate online information quality, verify claims and apply ethical academic practices. Research conducted on university students’ online information practices show that everyday digital familiarity does not guarantee strong evaluation skills, which can increase the risk of low-quality evidence use and poor academic judgement in academic assignments (Georgopoulou et al., 2025). Such an issues directly results in poor academic success because higher education rewards critical evaluation, synthesis, and accurate referencing. This means that digital literacy should be incorporated within the academic curriculum, rather than being assumed, along with skills training, including critical evaluation and ethical digital practices (Huang et al., Kayyali, 2025).
Another challenge is the digital divide, which extends beyond owning an electronic device, to include access to reliable internet, a suitable quiet place to study, and the ability to consistently engage with online systems. Evidence in the UK suggests that digital poverty reduces a students’ ability to use learning platforms and complete academic tasks, which limits participation and success (Dean and Mikael, 2025). As such, according to research, the digital divide remains a continuous threat to student success in the digital era (Najmudin et al., 2025).


[bookmark: _Toc222718561]Opportunities in the Digital Era:

One key opportunity is AI supported personalization, which can improve learning efficiency by helping students organize information, understand or clarify concepts, or offering adaptive support. Students report benefits such as better academic development and time management when AI supports learning, rather than replacing it (Vieriu and Petrea, 2025). However, effectiveness depends on academic skill taught in class, especially critically evaluating information and using sources ethically, because over reliance on AI can weaken independent reasoning and the quality of evidence used (Vieriu and Petrea, 2025). Other factors influencing the effectiveness of AI supported learning are students’ intentions and experience, meaning that the benefits may vary and require the development of appropriate skills in class (Ismail and El-Shihy, 2025).

Another opportunity is improved accessibility and inclusion through digital learning systems. Increased institutional adoption of AI and digital tools can increase access to resources and support, while also improving participation where barriers exist (Robert, 2026). 
When digitals tools align with good teaching methods, digital tools are associated with increased student engagement and academic achievement. This suggests that making digital tools accessible is only useful when teaching methods support the use of digital tools well (Fuentes and LaBad, 2025).







How students can adapt to succeed:

Students can succeed in the digital era by applying academic skills in a deliberate way, rather than relying on technology as an automatic solution. 

Firstly, students should develop a basic level of critical digital literacy by checking whether online resources or AI outputs provide reliable information, checking facts with academic sources, and correctly referencing. This develops basic skills in assessing information, integrating ideas, and academic integrity which addresses documented weaknesses in students’ online information gathering practices (Georgopoulou et al., Huang et al., Kayyali, 2025).

Secondly, students should develop a plan for accessing and accessing continuously to minimize the digital divide. This involves utilizing university resources (loan devices, campus Wi-Fi, library study spaces), saving hard copies of key material, and planning to submit assignments earlier to avoid failure from unstable connectivity. This can improve consistency in participating in digital learning, and completions of essential academic tasks (Dean and Mikael, 2025). Where institutions expand student’s access to resources and support, participation barriers are reduced (Robert, 2026).

Thirdly, students should be practicing responsible AI use and data protection by selecting tools carefully, while minimizing personal data sharing, and using privacy controls where possible. This can reduce data privacy risks while utilizing online digital tools for learning (Binitie et al., 2025 and Najmudin et al., 2025). AI should be used to support learning rather than replace judgement to avoid over-reliance and maintain academic standards (Vieriu and Petrea, 2025).


[bookmark: _Toc222718562]Conclusion:
Digital learning offers students real benefits, but these benefits depend on skills and circumstances. Key challenges include weak digital literacy and poor critical checking of online information, as well as digital divide problems such as unstable access and unsuitable study conditions (Georgopuolou et al., Dean and Mikael, 2025).
On the other hand, digital learning can be faster and more accessible when AI personalisation and digital support systems are used with good teaching design (Vieriu and Petrea, Robert, 2026). 
To adapt and succeed, students need good academic skills essential for higher education: checking information and AI outputs carefully, planning study to manage access problems, and using tools responsibly to protect privacy and academic integrity (Huang et al., Binitie et al., 2025). Overall, students can succeed in the digital era by using digital tools effectively while keeping good academic judgement and reducing inequality.
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Succeeding in the Digital Era: Three Academic
Skills Students Need in Higher Education

Critical Digital Literacy

Why it matters: Online and Al content varies in quality;
academic work depends on credible evidence.
Evidence: Students show gaps in credibility
judgement and information handling (Georgopoulou
etal, 2025).

How to apply: Check author/evidence/date, cross-
check key claims in academic sources, and log
sources for accurate referencing.

(Managing the Digital Divide,

Why it matters: Without stable access, students
miss leaming and struggle to complete core tasks.
Evidence: Digital poverty limits platform access and
task completion (Dean and Mikael, 2025);
institutional support reduces barriers (Robert, 2026).
How to apply: Use loan devices/Wi-Fi/library
spaces, keep offline copies, and submit early to
reduce disruption.

Students succeed in the
digital era by evaluating
information critically,
planning for reliable access)
and using Al responsibly to
support learing without
compromising privacy or
academic integrity.

Why it matters: Al can help learning, but misuse risks
privacy and academic integrity.

Evidence: Student data needs stronger security and
privacy safeguards (Binitie et al, 2025).
How to apply: Share minimal data, use privacy
settings, and use Al to support learning
(structure/clarify) rather than replace judgement.
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