Script – supporting children with additional learning needs (ECEY 6006/C) 
Developmental language disorder 
Good morning my name is cerys floyd and today I will be discussing my chosen topic developmental language disorder. 

· What is Developmental language disorder 
[bookmark: _Int_LjOf96nK]Developmental language disorder also known as (DLD) is a diagnosis which is diagnosed to individuals who have difficulties with speech and the understanding of words and sentences, with these difficulties it can create barriers for an individual from learning or progressing their communication skills this will affect an individuals day to day life, DLD is a common disorder but many people aren’t aware of it, it is mostly common in children, stated by speech and language.org.uk(N/D). Stated by Dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk (N/D) developmental language disorder has an impact on an individual learning and achievements at school if children do not have the right support children with DLD will have difficulty using, speaking, and understanding their main language. this disorder can affect around 1 in every 14 children which will have the impacts of developmental language disorder following on into their adulthood. As stated by national institute on deafness and other communication disorders.gov (2023) 

· What are the causes of developmental language disorder 
[bookmark: _Int_mLY4Sj90]NIDCD.gov (2023) states that developmental language disorder is neurodevelopmental. Disorders that are neurodevelopmental are usually causes by interactions between an individual's genes and an environment in which can change the development of the brain, these disorders run throughout families and are carried on through individuals. Children with DLD may also have another language disorder however DLD is not caused by other medical conditions these include autism, brain injuries, hearing loss or physical impairment suggested by Oxford health NHS foundation trust (2021). DLD is presented differently within every individual, scientists believe that DLD is caused by the side if the brain that controls speech and language and that is might be wired differently to a person who doesn’t have DLD as stated by Bradford district care nhs foundation trust (2025). However sated by speech and language.org.uk (N/D) there is no known cause of development language disorder although studies show that genes play a role in DLD as it is more commonly associated with running in families which is past down to future generations. DLD effects around 2 children per classroom, it is important to remember that children with DLD can achieve many of things, however it all depends on the support the child receives and wether they have their needs met. DLD is a disorder that can't be prevented due to risk factors, although some experts believe that by having good nutrition during pregnancy all the way through to early childhood and parental care it may lead to an earlier detection for parents and professionals. 

· How to identify developmental language disorder 
According to bbc.co.uk (2025) there are many different ways of identifying developmental language disorder, DLD sings in children is having limited vocabulary, unable to find words, routines need to be used, they find it hard to keep friends and they are unable to put words into a sentence and express how they feel. These are common sings for parents and practitioners to look out for, if there are any concerns raised it is important that parents and practitioners communicate and ensure the child receives the support they need. The diagnosis of DLD is not usually diagnosed to children under the age of 5, DLD within children become more apparent after children start school, some children may not diagnosed with DLD until secondary school, bbc.co.uk (2025) further stated that a sing that a child may have DLD is through frequently being frustrated from not being able to get their words or point across. as stated by pennmedicine.org (2025) There are many factors that can lead to identifying DLD, parents and practitioners can identify DLD through children pausing during sentences or having tension in their sound of words as well as their voice, children with DLD tend to make their words longer by dragging out the words as well as putting in extra sounds or words into their sentences, repetition of sounds and words is another way to identify DLD within children as children with DLD tend to repeat words or sounds a lot which could turn into a form of stutter or habit while talking 

· Diagnosis of developmental language disorder 
[bookmark: _Int_lc5c9sYZ]As stated by Afasic.org.uk (2023) a speech and language therapist can diagnose DLD although children with significant language and understanding difficulties as well as behaviour and social skills may need to be assessed by a developmental paediatrician. Every child develops at their own pace, diagnosing and assessing children for DLD will not be undertaken on children under the age of 5 as developmental stages are often different in every child, at the age of 5 is when children begin to communicate more by playing with friends, doing work and taking part in class discussions, during this time practitioners will be able to identify any of the symptoms of developmental language disorder and raise any concerns with parents, and ensure they receive the correct support as stated by the DLD project.com (N/D).



· What is the role of a speech and language therapist 
[bookmark: _Int_SRYPNuZk][bookmark: _Int_o1POT75x]A speech and language therapist will help and encourage children to develop their language abilities to their full potential, as well as teaching children and parents strategies to reduce the impact of their communication difficulties while offering support. As stated by healthcareers.nhs.uk (N/D) speech and language therapists provide help and support to children with developmental language disorder, mild moderate and server learning difficulties as well as hearing impairments, selective mutism, and stammering. According to RCSLT.org (2025) speech and language therapist closely work with the childrens parents as well as education practitioners to ensure the development of childrens individual strategies of support are meeting childrens needs, speech and language therapists further provide support and training for professionals and practitioners so enable them to identify sings of speech, language and communication disorders and ensure they provide the appropriate support for those individuals. 

· How does developmental language disorder effect children 
[bookmark: _Int_oJMQuNa8][bookmark: _Int_5WyCmQAI][bookmark: _Int_6XajmWCO][bookmark: _Int_wIkRyMjl][bookmark: _Int_WLxX4jMH][bookmark: _Int_AC3iwR9F][bookmark: _Int_ZaxDxENE][bookmark: _Int_XQRPjhmS][bookmark: _Int_tr0PYRBE]Children diagnosed with developmental language disorder can be affected in many different ways as DLD will effects individuals in different ways. Some individuals may struggle to make friends as they find it hard to communicate and express their thoughts and feelings as well as frustration from not being heard as some children may have difficulty with forming sentences which many be difficult for children to keep a conversation with another individual going for a period of time. Children and individuals with DLD may experience some difficulties within the classroom as well as they may have difficulty understanding what is being asked of them as well as miss understanding rules or directions. This is supported by oxford health.nhs.uk (2021) As every child is different their affects and behaviour may be different, DLD can affect children social skills which can affect their ability to create friends, DLD affects children speech as they may not talk as much as other children, as a child goes through school it maybe have other affects such as not understanding information or remembering simple commands, which can lead to further affects for the child which may create a sense of anxiety for the child.  Stated by John Vincent et al (2023) studies show that children with developmental language disorder have poorer mental health than children without DLD. Not all children are effected however most children with diagnosed dld suffer with mental health issues due to lack of support and feeling of being misunderstood or left out within friendships. This is supported by oxford health.nhs.uk (2021) states that every child is different, as a child gets older it may lead to more complex developmental communication skills, dld can affect a childs social interaction which can be frustrating for the child as they may mis understand information or forget what someone had said to them, this can leas to difficulties as children may struggle to express themselves, some children with dld may have language or speak in a certain voice that may sound immature for their age this can later lead to difficulty reading and using written language within the class room. oxford health.nhs.uk (2021) later states that dld causes children emotional difficulties which can lead to poor mental health, as a child may feel left out or may be unable to express their thoughts and feeling which may lead to behaviour issues as an act of frustration from being unable to communicate. 

· What is the impact of developmental language disorder on parents 
[bookmark: _Int_MEMQXk70]According to Law.J. Et al (2019) it is important for parents to have a positive relationship with the practitioners as well as the speech and language therapist. It is important for parents of children with developmental language disorder to receive training and support from speech and language therapists as well as positive interventions. It is a promising indication of role sharing during interventions as it is important to include and ensure the families enrolments and ensure both parents are aware and engaged within the process. Setting should support and provide parents with parent- child activities and interactions to support and encourage both parent and child within the setting while working closely with practitioners. This is supported by infant studies.org (2021) as they stated that parent and child interaction is so important for chidlren’s language development. Through children having regular and positive parent- child interaction it allows children to grasp their language which enables them to gain an understanding of their primary spoken language. infant studies.org (2021) further states that parent- child interactions can be simple for early language development which can range from a small conversation by the table during mealtimes, during play time or activities as well as a bedtime story. From parents contributing during these times, it will allow children to develop their knowledge and understanding of their primary language and enable them to learn and develop a bigger and better vocabulary. As stated by quora.com (2020) parents play a role within chidlren’s development and that studies show that parents who read to their children or speak to them continually throughout the day will allow the child to have more vocabulary and grammar. parents of children with DLD may have concerns with the Childs educational progress and may pick up potential barriers throughout the school process. Developmental language disorder can be hard for parents to fully understand as some children may not be able to communicate or express how there are feeling. This can have an impact on day-to-day family life, it may be difficult for parents to accept and understand the process of DLD. Furthermore, Developmental language disorder may cause negative behaviour which can lead to stress or worry for the parents, according to asha.org (2024) developmental language disorder can result in misperceptions throughout the childs behaviour. 

· What are the barriers of developmental language disorder
Children diagnosed with developmental language disorder may face multiple barriers and challenges such as struggling to learn new words and may find it difficult to have or hold a conversation with another person, they may struggle with late development of words and struggle to form long sentences, some children with DLD may struggle with following directions or instructions as they may have difficulty understanding the words that are spoken to them. Suggested by NIDCD(.gov) (2023). However according to ucl.ac.uk (2024) there is a growing concern for parents and professionals for children who have developmental language disorder as they feel left out and not heard, by this it is affecting childrens mental health which is a big issue, there is a need to address and resolve inequality within health services such as the mental health services to support children with developmental language disorder. NSPCC learning (2024) steps that the mental health of children and young people is as equally important as their physical health and well being, which can affect their educational attainment and relationships, mental health can change quickly so it is important that we support and care for children.

· What support is given to children with developmental language disorder 
It is important that practitioners and parents have regular contact to ensure Children have the right support to ensure their best interest is at the core of their learning, communication between parents and practitioners can help with the childs behaviour in and out of the setting and ensure the parents are received the right support to enable the best outcome for the child and the parents, according to speechbloguk (2017) it is important that practitioners ensure their classroom and space is appropriate for the child to participate as well as learn, a communication friendly environment is effective as well as visual aids to help the chidlren to communicate, background noise should be to the minimum as this can affect a childs learning and concentration, speaking slowly with often pauses to allow thinking time can help children with their learning and development. It is important that Practitioners attend training and courses to ensure their knowledge and understanding is up to date on DLD to ensure they are aware of any changes. 


· Theorist 
[bookmark: _Int_wDl0niNo]From research we are more knowledgeable now about language and child development than what we were 50 years ago, theorists and theories play a role in this as we are able to see the results of their findings and some of these are still being suede in settings today. Chomsky is one of these theorists who had a theory focused on the language development of children and Chomsky believes that children are born language innate which means that children are born with some language capacity already, and that language has rules which are created by leanring and experiences, environmental influences don’t effects children’s language development as its already wired in at birth stated by study.com (2023). Bruner’s theory is also supported in settings as bruners theory emphasises how important it is for children and parents to have interaction as well as children and their friends, learning should be playful as this is how children learn best as well as dialog if learning which promotes comprehension suggested by structure learning.com (2023). On the other hand, piaget beloved that children must understand a language concept before being able to express a language concepts. Piaget believes that language development is linked to a childs cognitive and mental development, as a child develops it is hard to identify clear links between language stem by montsaye.sch.uk (N/D)

· Strategies – talk about pecks the flash cards 
[bookmark: _Int_o37K99Gh]One strategy that Settings are using to support children with developmental language disorder is Lego therapy to help and encourage children who may find school or day to day life challenging. According to oxford health.nhs.uk (2020)  Lego therapy is an intervention that is collaborative and supports play based social skills, Lego therapy was created to improve childrens social skills and is used for children who may have language or social communication difficulties, Lego therapy is normally undertaken in a group of three  and every child is given a role within the group which includes the facilitator which is normally undertaken by an adult who promotes positive social interactions, the engineer who holds the instructions and guides the supplier as to where the blocks go, the supplier picks out the correct bricks from the pile and passes them to the builder who then receives the bricks and builds the Lego when told to do so by the engineer. Children switch roles and settings can create badges or can dress up in building clothes such as a helmet and high vis to make the activity fun, by contributing to Lego therapy children can develop their language and social skills as well as confidence and make friends, Lego therapy is being used more in schools as they can see the benefits of this play activity. Another strategy settings are using to support children with day-to-day activities is pecks. Stated by pyramid educational consultants,com (N/D) Pecks is a communication tool through using pictures, children can either see the cards on the wall as a visual time table of the day or they can be used as flash cards kept on teachers and teaching assistants lanyards to communicate with children in all parts of the school, children can communicative to staff through the pecks cards to pinpoint or show the staff member what they want or looking for such as the toilet, wash hands or play time. Through having visual timetables or aids it allows children to express and communicate through the pictures and allows staff members to show a clear routine for the day ahead. Some cards can be made with the picture and the words under neath so that children can see the photo and the words which will develop their language development. Through working in a welsh setting it is difficult to have resources in welsh as most of the resources available online or company’s mainly do English resources so the settings have started making the cards themselves with the pictures as well as including the words in English and welsh, however this does take up a lot of time as all the children have individual interests so the cards are different as well as the cost of the paper and inc to print them out is going to have a knock on affect on the schools budget costs. Pecks cards are used in settings but it is important that parents have a set at home as well so that the child can communicate at home and is kept to a similar pattern at home to continue with routine, as this is important for children with language developmental disorder as it allows them to express their thought sand feeling and communicate at home and at school in an easy and fun way. 

· Question for the group to ask me 
How many children in the uk have a speech and language developmental disorder? 
There are around 1.9 million children within the uk with speech and language challenges which is an increase from 1.5 million just over two years ago, there is around 360,000 children within England with a speech and language disorder who are not receiving the right support or having their needs met, according to speech and language uk (N/D) 
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