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LESOTHO DAMS ROLE-PLAY

Learning Objectives
To discuss and debate the building of dams in Lesotho
To listen to and appreciate different points of view

ROLE-PLAY
The situation is based on the Lesotho Highlands Water Project, where a series of dams are being built in Lesotho, carrying water to South Africa. 

Divide the class into five groups and ask each group to take on one of the roles. The groups will need to read through their briefing and decide what they are going to say. Each group will need a spokesperson. They will need to prepare written notes – just bullet points to remind them what they are going to say.

Set some ground rules. Each group needs to make sure that everyone's opinion has been taken into account. No one should be afraid to disagree with another member of the group.

Introduction
This activity will work best if pupils have done some background work on Lesotho, then researched or watched this simple powerpoint (link here) to introduce the building of dams in Lesotho.

The debate will focus on the following question: Is building dams in Lesotho good for the people of Lesotho?

At the end of the debate: ask the pupils to identify what they thought were the most important points. What would the class's conclusion be? Is there anything they would like to see done differently?




	
VILLAGER AGAINST THE DAM

Your name is Palesa. You live with your husband and three children in Matsoapang village. You are very worried about the Polihali dam.

You have heard that 11 villages are going to be drowned by the water and the people who live there will have to move further up the mountain. You don’t know if your village will be one of them so you cannot make any plans.

You grow cabbages and pumpkins to eat and also sell at the local market. They grow well because the soil is rich by the river. You don’t think the land will be as good further away from the river. You don’t know what you will eat.

You are sad about the thought that the graves of your ancestors will be covered by the water and you will no longer be able to go there and celebrate their lives.
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CHILD AGAINST THE DAM

Your name is Kimetso and you are 10 years old. You live with your parents, sister and older brother in Matsoapang village. 

You like living by the Senqu river. It is beautiful, and you often play there with your friends, or sometimes you all go fishing together.

You have heard adults talking about the Polihali dam. They say that the whole valley will be flooded and people will have to leave their villages and move to new homes. Some of your friends have already gone to live in other villages and attend different schools. 

You are worried about your grandmother. She makes baskets out of the special riverside grasses and sells them, but if the valley is flooded she won’t be able to pick them any more. When you went to visit her last week she was crying, and you don’t know what to do to help.
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VILLAGER FOR THE DAM

Your name is Lucky and you live with your wife and two children in Matsoapang village. You think the Polihali dam is a good thing because the Water Company is helping people who have to move from
their villages.

You will get compensation, which is money given to the people who have to move. You will move to a new home on higher ground with electricity, water and a toilet. Your children will be nearer school and they will be able to walk to a shop to buy sweets.

It takes a long time to get to places in Lesotho because the roads are so bad. New roads will be built to the dam, and between villages.

There will be more jobs because of the dam. When the workers come to build the road you will sell peaches to them. The Chief will start an eco tourist business and you hope to work with him. The water company will train villagers to sew, keep hens and set up a trout farm.

The dam can’t come soon enough for you!
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NEWSPAPER REPORTER

Your name is Mrs Malepa and you work for a newspaper in Lesotho. 

You have been investigating what happened to the people who lived in villages flooded by two other large dams in Lesotho, the Katse dam and the Mohale dam.

Some new villages have electricity, schools, toilets, clinics and football fields. Some people have been trained to do new jobs. However, many people have not had any of these things. Some family members have had to move to the city to find work. 

Many people used to eat the vegetables they grew. Now, because they have no land, they cannot plant seeds. They get given maize and beans by the water company, but they are often hungry. Also, there is not enough for their animals to eat as all the good fields have been flooded, so many animals are thin. Some fall into the dams if they are grazing near them.

The water from the dam makes the air cold higher up the mountains, and there is no fire wood, so people are cold, even wearing their Lesotho blankets in the summer.

You are worried about the Polihali dam project. You think people need to think carefully so that everybody gets what is promised.
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LESOTHO HIGHLANDS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Your name is Mr Sello and you work for the Lesotho Highlands Development Authority. The LHDA manages the dam project in Lesotho.

The dams are being built to supply water to the new villages and to benefit people in Lesotho and the Republic of South Africa. The water from the dams will go to South Africa, and also generate hydro-electricity for people in Lesotho.

You think the local people should be pleased about the dam. You will give them compensation (money) to leave their homes, and training so that they can do new jobs. They will have new roads, clean water and toilets. They will also be able to sell things to the workers who come to build the dam and the roads.

Your company has already built two other dams in Lesotho – the Katse dam and the Mohale dam. At the Mohale dam tourists now go horse riding, mountain biking, kayaking, fishing and drive on 4x4 trails. At the Katse dam they can visit the new Katse Botanical Gardens. These will be available at Polihali dam too, bringing tourists to the area, which will make more jobs for local people.
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