In the United Kingdom the government run the country, they have the responsibility to develop and implement policies and also the responsibility for drafting laws.
This essay will explain what the United Kingdom government is, who it consists of and discuss the ways in which the United Kingdom government are held to account while also listing the advantages and disadvantages of the ways in which the executive, are held to account. 

The term ‘executive’ refers to the government, those that make the key decisions and run the country. Along with making key decisions they also set taxes, choose what to spend public money on and how to deliver public services such as the police force.
Considering the statement “Good Scrutiny makes for good government” (White, 2015.) this essay also aims to discuss whether scrutiny makes for good government and how? 
	

The government is formed by the party that gains the most seats in the house of commons at a general election. The party that wins takes charge of the government for up to five years until the next general election. The government is made up of the prime minister, the cabinet and various junior ministers who are supported by the teams of non-political civil servants that work in government departments. Along with the house of lords and the house of commons the crown is part of the institution of parliament. The king plays a role in opening and dissolving parliament and approving bills before they become law, known as the royal assent. 
The leader of the winning party is appointed to become prime minister. The prime minister has the power to appoint other party members to work alongside them in government. Members of the government sit in parliament and are accountable to it. (UK Parliament, 2023.) The prime minister is responsible for all policy and decisions, he also oversees the operation of the civil service and government agencies and is the principal government figure in the house of commons.

In Montesquieu’s theory of the separation of powers, is that there should be political authority and that it should be divided. It states that each of the main state institutions should have distinct functions and that no one should hold authority over more than one of these offices. 
The executive, legislative and judicial branches are the three main institutions. The purpose of the division of powers is to protect liberty and prevent tyranny. (Shackleton, 2023.)

It was believed that to prevent one power from surpassing the other two, the key institutions should be split apart and reliant on one another. These days, it is more common to advocate for the separation of powers as a means of fostering the checks and balances that are essential to good governance. (Benwell and Gay, 2011.)

Many countries do not aim for a strict separation of powers but do opt for a compromise where some functions are shared between the institutions of state as is the case in the United Kingdom. Prior to 2005, the lord chancellor’s role was divided among the state’s three branches, the legislature, the executive and the judiciary. In addition to being the speaker of the house of lords and a member of the cabinet, the lord chancellor oversaw the nomination of judges. 

Within the framework of the separation of powers concept, this was considered objectionable. This was one of the issues that prompted the 2005 constitutional reform act. The ties between the court, the executive branch, and the legislative were significantly altered by this act that came into place. (Welsh Government, 2021)

By bringing in the 2005 constitutional reform act the differences are the management of the judiciary, the way judges are now appointed and the way that complaints are dealt with. The benefits of this, is to promote accountability, enhance public confidence and effectiveness. 
It is crucial for the government to be held to account. There are many ways in which this is possible. Parliamentary scrutiny is one way, this is the close examination and investigation of government actions, policies and spending. This is carried out by the house of commons and the house of lords and their committees such as members of parliament. 
One way in which the government is held to account are the weekly sessions in the house of commons they host that have the prime minister’s questions where the prime minister himself will answer questions from members of parliament which provides an opportunity for scrutiny and accountability. During these questions the prime minister will not know what questions will be asked but he will have been extensively briefed by the government departments on the likely topics that could be asked. (UK Parliament, 2019.)

Media scrutiny can also play a part as they have a crucial role in holding the government to account by reporting on the government actions, policies and scandals. For example, during the covid-19 pandemic there was a big scandal involving the then prime minister at the time. The scandal had involved gatherings of the government and conservative party members which was called ‘partygate’ by many media sources. While these gatherings were happening members of the public were prohibited from doing the same and had to follow strict rules and regulations where most of the time during the covid-19 pandemic they were restricted to being in their own household and unable to visit other members of family and friends. 

After this scandal was publicly outed by the media the then prime minister swiftly resigned due to a big backlash not only from members of public but also some of his own party members. The house of commons passed a motion by the leader of the labour party, calling for the prime minister to be investigated for having misled the parliament over the ‘partygate’ allegations. 
The investigation was conducted by The Commons Privileges Committee. This committee was tasked with the investigation of potential contempt’s of parliament and breaches of privilege and determined whether the prime minister had misled parliament in statements he had made in the house of commons about alleged breaches of lockdown rules in downing street and, if so, whether this may have constituted a contempt in parliament. (Lilly, 2023)

On the other hand, while the advantages of media scrutiny are that it brings major topics to the attention of the public and holds the government to account, the disadvantages to media scrutiny are there is a big tendency to overemphasise blame when things go wrong. For example, when government officials are under the scrutiny of the media, they may find themselves distracted from their main responsibilities and spend more time managing public relations. Such as in the case of the prime minister when the media reported about the partygate scandals and stated that he must apologise, it was too late as the public had lost their trust in the prime minister due to his actions and no amount of apologising to the public would change the fact he needed to give up his position as there was no trust or faith he would continue to be the prime minister and in charge of the country.(Anthony, 2022)

Overseeing the country is a big responsibility but we must remember these in government are also human and can make mistakes, so instead of sometimes the media going on a witch hunt which does not help, rather than simply punishing we should hold the government to account to prevent these failures in happening and improve our government.
Another way is the use of public inquiries which are investigations funded by the government. The inquiries are run independently and are required as justification when there is a big public concern towards specific events or issues such as the Grenfell tower inquiry. Public inquiries provide transparency and accountability by looking at the government’s actions and decisions. (Institute for Government, 2018.)

Judicial review also ensures that the government actions comply with the law and can review the legality of government decisions through these judicial case reviews. It is a way of being able to maintain trust in government decision making. Judicial review is an important part of the constitutional balance of powers between the executive, parliament and judiciary. Judicial review is a way of upholding the sovereignty of parliament and maintaining the trust in government decision-making. (Law Society, 2022)

Also in the United Kingdom, the devolved administrations in Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales are held to accountability through their own respective parliaments or assemblies. Similar procedures apply such as holding question times and committee scrutiny. (Guerin et al., 2018.)

As a United Kingdom citizen when voting through elections and referendums the public all have a say when using the rights to vote but maybe a new reform is needed and to modernise more on how things are done to get more citizens interested and aware of the government decisions and what is going on in the country as currently there are a lot who are uninterested and not bothered the issues. This would be beneficial as more people would vote for big decisions and have an interest in how things affect them.

Recently a new Bennett institute for government report has called on the government to empower parliament and allow it to properly scrutinise legislation, providing a check on executive action and maintain the balance in the United Kingdom constitution. 

The report states that In the United Kingdom even though it is represented in parliament, the government still maintains significant control over the procedure and timeline for considering bills. This means that most of them pass the house of commons with little opposition. Furthermore, there have been recent trends that indicate there is less not more parliamentary scrutiny as more bills are being rushed through.

Suggesting reform ideas, the report offers suggestions for strengthening parliament’s authority, increasing its capacity to shape laws and hold the government to scrutiny. (Leam, 2022.)

Another article states that the citizens of the United Kingdom are dissatisfied and frustrated with how the current political system is run, stating that the public has very little control over the decisions that impact their lives. Voters have the chance to express their opinions at the polling stations, but their power is uneven and limited. People believe they are powerless. (Hughes, 2023.)







In conclusion we can see that there are many different ways the government are held to account. It is vital that we have a good, trustworthy government. Not only does the government set the laws for everyone but it also protects our individual rights. 

Without a good government there are many factors to look at such as possibly being an unstable country due to possible corruption from our government leaders, this would result in a big loss of trust from the public and no transparency from the government itself resulting in an unstable society.

By bringing in the 2005 constitutional reform act It shows the positive change being made in government, showing accountability and transparency by changing how judges are appointed with no bias and the changes to the management of the judiciary.

Also shown is that positive changes have been made when there are ethics and integrity violations from councillors and other members of government that they are dealt with effectively as there should be no untrustworthy or bias members in the government. 

Overall, while there are still many challenges with issues in the country and not everyone respects the decisions the government make as a whole, the government are held to account in many ways, not only by the public but also members of parliament which ensures that the country is run to the best of its ability and that by having parliamentary scrutiny and the close examination and investigations, the government’s actions are looked at closely.
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