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Introduction
This essay critically compares and contrasts two papers, T.L. Brink's paper, 'Inconsistency of Belief Among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation', Review of Religious Research', Vol. 20, No. 1 (1978), pp. 82-85, with an essay by Gillian Bennett entitled '"If I Knew You Were Coming, I'd Have Baked a Cake": The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group', in Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, (Logan, Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), pp. 122-142.  

Although these papers have a similar theme in examining patterns in personal belief systems, their objectives and methods are different.   Brink's paper, being directed toward researchers and academics from a religious sociological perspective, followed a deductive framework in order to test a sociologically-derived hypothesis regarding consistency of belief[footnoteRef:1], using a survey to gain data, which was then quantitatively interpreted, whereas Bennett's research was written for inclusion in a compilation of essays regarding aspects of folklore and the supernatural, accessible to lay people as well as academics in the field of folklore.  Using an inductive framework, and having carried out personal interviews, Bennett sought to gather consistent themes regarding knowledge of the future from the stories related, qualitatively proposing how the women's 'social situation and moral code' shaped this folklore[footnoteRef:2].  The style and content of each paper has reflected the nature of its respective audience and this, together with the other aspects regarding method and interpretation outlined above, are explored in this essay.   [1:  T.L. Brink, 'Inconsistency Of Belief Among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation', Review Of Religious Research', Vol. 20, No. 1 (1978), pp. 82-85, p. 82.]  [2:  Gillian Bennett, '"If I Knew You Were Coming, I'd Have Baked A Cake": The Folklore Of Foreknowledge In A Neighborhood Group', Out Of The Ordinary: Folklore And The Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, (Logan, Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), pp. 122-142, p. 122.] 


The Authors  
The data for each of these papers was collected in the early 1980s (although Bennett's essay was written some years later), in the early stages of each of the authors' research careers.    Previously an English teacher, Bennett, from the U.K., has written a selection of books and papers within the field of folklore, being awarded the Linda Degh Lifetime Achievement Award in 2015 while Brink, from the U.S.A., became a Professor of Psychology, authoring a number of books and papers on subjects including religion, psychology and aging, while also appearing in a number of YouTube presentations.   

Aims of the Research
Brink's research sought to confirm the presumption of a number of social scientists, that individuals strive to attain and maintain a 'consistent set of attitudes'[footnoteRef:3].  Categories for consideration were belief in Roman Catholicism, astrology and reincarnation, and formed the subject of a survey administered to adolescent girls attending a Roman Catholic school.  The research therefore contributed to the academic enquiry into the concept of consistency of belief.  [3:  Brink, 'Inconsistency', p. 82.] 


In contrast to focus being placed on the individual, Bennett, having introduced the premise of the 'common consent and agreement' about knowledge of the future[footnoteRef:4], sought to identify common themes of belief and experience (in this case with regard to knowledge of the future) from which to explore the meaning behind them, the data being obtained in interviews with women (aged 60-95).   [4:  Bennett, '"If I Knew"', p 122.] 



Background and Context
Brink has cited a selection of papers which had examined factors relating to people's desire to 'strive to attain and maintain a consistent set of attitudes' or, conversely, 'to account for the absence of this desire'[footnoteRef:5].  A paper was also included by Steven Piker, who had found evidence of inconsistency of belief in Thailand,  stating that 'particular individuals sometimes held mutually inconsistent or contradictory beliefs[footnoteRef:6].   Highlighting the 'current interest in astrology'[footnoteRef:7], a contemporary paper by Robert Wuthnow was also cited, suggesting that this interest may be from young people due to its portrayal as 'part of the so-called "counterculture"'[footnoteRef:8].  These papers provide the academic background for Brink's investigation, relating to consistency of beliefs, astrology and the connection to young people as a choice for participants. [5:  Brink, 'Inconsistency', p. 82.]  [6:  Steven Piker, 'The Problem Of Consistency In Thai Religion', Journal For The Scientific Study Of Religion, 11 (September 1972), pp. 211-229, p. 211.]  [7:  Robert Wuthnow, 'Astrology And Marginality', Journal For The Scientific Study Of Religion, 15 (2) (June 1976), pp. 157-168, p. 157.]  [8:  Wuthnow, 'Astrology And Marginality', p. 157. ] 


Bennett placed the context of her research against a historical perspective[footnoteRef:9] which was described in her paper tracing the history of folklore.  Her earlier book, Traditions of Belief[footnoteRef:10], which drew on the same data as this essay from her PhD, described that 'supernatural folklore seems the least respectable and least believable in a so-called scientific age' and Barbara Walker, in the introduction to 'Out of the Ordinary', further emphasised this, stating that 'The essays in this volume call into question the idea that the supernatural is something strange or even extraordinary'[footnoteRef:11].  It therefore is apparent that, from the time of her PhD, her original aim to resolve the lack of acknowledgement of the value of foklore was still a work-in-progress, and provided the context for Bennett's work. [9:  Bennett, '"If I Knew"', p. 122.]  [10:  Gillian Bennett, Traditions Of Belief: Women And The Supernatural, (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1987), p. 13.]  [11:  Barbara Walker, (editor), Out Of The Ordinary: Folklore And The Supernatural, (Logan, Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), p. 1.] 

  
Methodology  
A significant difference between the methodology of these two papers is apparent with gathering and use of quantitative data by Brink, and qualitative data by Bennett.

In Brink's case, further to a literature review, a hypothesis was formulated that belief in Roman Catholicism was independent of belief in astrology and reincarnation.  A survey, designed to detect this, was administered to 227 students, aged between 14 to 18, at a Roman Catholic Girls School during religious class time on a specific day.  The survey consisted of 14 statements with a binary choice of response signifying agreement or disagreement of which 'Belief in Astrology' and 'Belief in Reincarnation' constituted two of the questions and the others were described by Brink as referring to 'aspects of Catholic doctrine'[footnoteRef:12].  The results were presented in a table and evaluated using a chi-square test to establish whether the hypothesis was confirmed. [12:  Brink, 'Inconsistency', p. 83.] 


Instead of a survey, Bennett had interviewed people who regularly attended her father's podiatrist practice, using the data from the largest demographic group among them (87 ladies between the ages of 60-95)[footnoteRef:13].  From the interviews, all statements relating to foreknowledge of the future were compared with reference to two strands of British folkloristic writing about foreknowledge which, Bennett described as divinatory, (including astrology, fortune-telling, visits to psychics or mediums) and visionary (extrasensory perception (ESP), clairvoyance, telepathy)[footnoteRef:14].  Her method continued with the proposal of meanings behind their beliefs and attitudes.  [13:  Bennett, '"If I Knew'", p. 127.]  [14:  Bennett, '"If I Knew"', p. 124 and 125.] 


Results and Conclusions Reached  
Further to the chi square analysis, Brink confirmed that the responses to the survey did not confirm the hypothesis, with agreement to questions regarding Roman Catholic doctrine  not  precluding agreement to statements confirming belief in astrology or reincarnation.  Brink acknowledged that the survey had produced 'more questions than it answers'[footnoteRef:15] and, in the discussion,  possible causes for this inconsistency were considered by Brink, citing other studies offering a range of possible explanations, but concluding with the possibility that, even though two or more beliefs held may be structurally inconsistent, they may be functionally similar.[footnoteRef:16]   [15:  Brink, 'Inconsistency', p. 84.]  [16:  Brink, 'Inconsistency', p. 85.] 


Bennett, drawing on the content of the interviews, described common themes regarding foreknowledge, including the finding that the stories related were 'judgmental and evaluative'[footnoteRef:17] displaying differentiation by the women between the divinatory and the visionary traditions of foretelling the future, observing that ESP (visionary) had been easier for the women to discuss than astrology (divinatory) even to the extent of describing some women as being 'shamefaced' regarding their interest in astrology and fortune-telling.[footnoteRef:18]  Bennett suggested that moral judgments had been made by the women regarding these different traditions[footnoteRef:19], and proposed that the mechanism may be related to the life role of women of that age group[footnoteRef:20].  In her conclusion, to further demonstrate this, data obtained from interviews with those people outside the group chosen, i.e. either men, or women under the age of 60, was presented, from which she found that the younger women made less distinction between ESP and astrology, whilst men demonstrated less belief altogether[footnoteRef:21].    [17:  Bennett, '"If I Knew"', p. 128.]  [18:  Bennett, '"If I Knew"', p. 128.]  [19:  Bennett, '"If I Knew"', p. 133.]  [20:  Bennett, '"If I Knew"', p. 139.]  [21:  Bennett, '"If I Knew"', p. 140.] 


Evaluation of Method and Writing Style 
Validity of choice of method
Brink's and Bennett's  research was in respect of beliefs and attitudes which, as Waters and Waterhouse described, can be held at different levels, including options of entertaining an idea as opposed to actually believing in it[footnoteRef:22].   Additionally, as Piker stated, 'the degree of uniformity of religious belief and practice among members of any group is an empirical question'[footnoteRef:23].   Therefore, although time-consuming, Bennett's interview method was successful in obtaining people's beliefs more accurately than a survey or questionnaire, enabling her also to give attention not only to what was said, but how it was said.  Her approach is supported by Bryman's view that surveys and questionnaires fail 'to take into account the differences between people'[footnoteRef:24].  In contrast, and in consideration of the topic, although Brink's method quickly and efficiently gathered responses from a large number of subjects, the binary response design of the survey, whilst lending itself to chi-square analysis, may have restricted responses to such a degree as to call into question their accuracy.  Additionally, without further evidence, it may also have been the case that some positive responses were due to a desire to conform to their culture or belief of the parents rather than their own belief.    [22:  Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse, 'A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation In Contemporary England', Sociology of Religion, 60:2 (1999), pp. 187-197, p. 189.]  [23:  Piker, 'The Problem Of Consistency', p. 214.]  [24:  Alan Bryman, Quantity And Quality In Social Research, (New York: Routledge, 2004 (1988)), p. 3.] 


Insider/outsider
Whilst Brink did not acknowledge any insider or outsider position, Bennett provided indications of her position, in her descriptions of the interview process and whilst describing the stories of her participants, that her position with regard to them was somewhere in the middle of the insider/outsider scale as has been described by Fiona Bowie[footnoteRef:25].   Although an outsider, in that she was not a patient, her relationship with her father together with their relationship with her father, and her sympathy with and understanding of the folklore being described by the women, may have moved her more towards the insider position.  Brink's position as more of an outsider to the participant group due to a combination of age, gender and position, would, nevertheless, possibly have carried less significance due to the impersonal nature of the survey.    [25:  Fiona Bowie, 'Negotiating Blurred Boundaries: Ethnographic And Methodological Considerations', The Insider/Outsider Debate: New Perspectives In The Study Of Religion,  (Sheffield: Equinox, 2016), Eds. George Chryssides and Stephen Gregg, pp. 110-129, p. 113.] 


Regarding belief, it would appear from the terminology used by Brink that he was an insider with respect to Roman Catholicism but an outsider with respect to astrology and reincarnation which may have subtly resulted in the wording of some of the survey statements, for example, using "Jesus is the Savior" instead of "I believe that Jesus is the Savior" which would more have equated it with the statement used regarding astrology, "I believe in astrology".   However, using the interview method, which was described by Judith Bell as a 'highly subjective technique'[footnoteRef:26], the risk of bias may have been more serious in Bennett's research, with her personal views and understanding on any of the topics discussed, as an outsider, unintentionally influencing  her sensitivity and receptiveness to the answers, with the risk of bias affecting questions asked and the editing of responses.  [26:  Judith Bell and Stephen Waters, Doing Your Research Project, A Guide For First-time Researchers, (7th Ed.) (London: Open University Press, 2018), p. 210.  ] 


Marilys Guillemin and Lynn Gillam have described that adopting a reflexive research process implies a 'continuous process of critical scrutiny and interpretation' in research methods and data, as well as 'researcher, participants and the research context'[footnoteRef:27].   Whereas there is no indication of this type of reflexivity in Brink's paper, Bennett has shown more awareness of the benefit of this, for example describing how, after a few days, she 'acquired' her participants' specialised vocabulary[footnoteRef:28].   With both Brink's and Bennett's research, there was a significant potential for bias which both methods were exposed to with respect to the framing of the questions in both the survey and the interview process, and, specifically in Bennett's case, in the subsequent editing and interpretation.   With respect to extrapolation of the results, Bennett acknowledged the limitations due to the lack of variety of participants[footnoteRef:29] and Brink's data, similarly, was limited by the restricted demographic of the participants.   [27:  Marilys Guillemin and Lynn Gillam, 'Ethics, Reflexivity, And "Ethically Important Moments" In Research', Qualitative Inquiry, Vol. 10, No. 2, 2004, pp. 261-280, p. 275.]  [28:  Bennett, '"If I Knew"', p. 125.]  [29:  Bennett, '"If I Knew"', p. 141.] 

  
Literature Review 
The papers initially presented by Brink connected his research to the larger academic framework however they were not referenced in the discussion of the results, although different relevant studies were cited which suggested reasons for the results.   Due to the brevity of the paper, discussion of the results with reference to these papers was limited.  Bennett's initial literature review of folklore regarding knowledge of the future included a historic perspective together with more recent reports, although she stated that, to her knowledge, there may have been a lack of literature specifically examining  the 'language by which traditions of foreknowledge are discussed.'[footnoteRef:30]  Throughout the rest of her paper, however, theories were put forward with regard to women's roles, for example where she described that '. . . for reasons of age, class and religion these women's lives were geared to traditional roles and pursuits'[footnoteRef:31], however these were discussed with little or no academic context.    [30:  Bennett, '"If I Knew'", p. 126.]  [31:  Bennett, '"If I Knew"', p. 133.] 


Writing Style 
Brink's paper is brief (possibly a precis of his original research paper) which may have impacted the report however it was logically structured (despite a new theme being introduced in the conclusion), with appropriate headings.   The writing was clear and simple, although perhaps making too great an assumption that concepts such as astrology and the omnipotence of God would be understood equally by all readers, and some statements, for example, 'astrology's fatalism is based upon blind impersonal forces'[footnoteRef:32] would have benefitted from further clarification or justification.   [32:  Brink, 'Inconsistency',  p. 82.] 


Bennett's paper was equally clear and simple to read.  Although in essay format rather than academic paper, a clear structure was provided which included a clear academic rationale both from a historic and current perspective.  Less information was given regarding her methodology (although this was described in her PhD Thesis).  Verbatim extracts from the interviews were included which provided a revealing and vivid picture of the data and, furthermore, provided an insight into the  narrative nature of the interviews.  In her discussion, however, with the lack of academic references, it was occasionally difficult to detect whether views expressed were hers or her participants', although she did acknowledge points which had been speculated upon.  

While both studies examined belief systems and practices, their results were representative of different cultural contexts (adolescent girls in the United States and senior women in the UK).  Despite their limitations, they each offered insights into the beliefs and attitudes of their respective groups.  Their approach to their research reflected the academic field in which they were placed, with Brink representing a narrow, scientific approach of the social science field at the time and Bennett demonstrating a wider approach, from an English language and folklorist standpoint.   

Conclusion
This essay has compared and contrasted the research process and writing up described in the two papers.   Despite the differences in method and length, they were similar in that they both set out to further understanding regarding commonality in belief, specifically regarding consistency of beliefs (Brink) and specific common threads of folklore (Bennett) with Bennett going on to propose and consider the reasons behind the views and attitudes expressed.  Brink's use of a simple survey, whilst successful in speedily gathering information from over 200 subjects nevertheless reflected potential shortcomings due to assumptions regarding the beliefs in question, which impacted the quality of the information gathered and subsequent interpretation.     Bennett's method of gaining data contrasted sharply with Brink's in her use of interviews on a narrative basis, with the advantage of gaining access to the deeper aspects of belief of her participants.  From this data, with the relevant themes formulated, she inductively drew her conclusions.  Her method, although time-consuming, provided a rich source of qualitative material, however a lack of relevant academic context resulted in the discussion remaining speculative rather than informed.   
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