Abstract:
The Myth of disabled god Hephaestus and the artistic representation: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This paper shall discuss the representation of the disabled god Hephaestus in both written and artistic sources and how this progresses from the Greeks to the Romans and then leading to the modern day. Therefore, showing how the views on disability differed in both time and geographical area. Hephaestus is the only Greek god who was revered for his skills and work rather than his appearance. While the other deities are clearly depicted as great beauties, Hephaestus was considered ugly by everyone including his mother though there are different versions of the myth that give different reasons as explanation. But he is Normally depicted with his feet facing backwards. By using different translations of the myth from authors like Homer and Hesiod along with different artworks showing Hephaestus I will argue the possible opinions that could derived from this as well as how it affected the Greek and Roman societies. It will be debated whether the societies feared what he represents or revere him for his abilities, evidence from the overall religion and different cult religions such as the cults in Lemnos and Athens will be used for this purpose. Something that needs to be focused on is what a disabled God means to different groups of society, whether it be according to status or age. The main purpose of this is to further explore the views on deformity and disability within the Greek and Roman Society. Also, to interpret what the appearance of Hephaestus, the actions he took, and how the other deities viewed and treated him could mean to them. Overall, it is to see how different it could be from modern opinions, thus give us a better understanding of the people who came before us. 
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