Literature review- Investigating and reviewing the improvements and current support and inclusive practice available and set to be used for ALN pupils within educational settings in Wales.
 The Equality Challenge Unit 2013 defines inclusive practice as “An approach to teaching that recognises the diversity of students”. It must be highlighted in all cases that every individual in an educational setting learns differently and thus it is an important matter to review and investigate. It is common in current as well as mainstream educational settings for children and young adults with specific and additional learning styles and requirements to face the disadvantage of having excluded learning due to no fault of their own, but at the fault of the education system. This can be shown through the following statistics. Although in the Wales there are over 105,00 children who are recognised to have special education needs (SEN) also known as Additional Learning Needs under the ALN Reform Act 2018, only a small number of these pupils hold a statement- which is an average of around 12,000 which leads us to a percentage of 11.9. Of that statistic provided by The Welsh Assembly Government, it is highlighted that in Wales there are only 1,256 SEN schools available to attend. From the statistic of Welsh children classed to have SEN/ALN, this number shows there aren’t enough schools with the focus of ALN to cater to every child who needs this support. Therefore, it is clear from my current knowledge and research so far that the investigation of support available in educational settings and inclusive practice of ALN is unsatisfactory.
Since Forster’s Education Act 1870, it is easy to see that clear improvements have been made in all areas. The Education Act 2002 was updated in 2014 and inclusive practice and ALN support has been changed and ‘improved’ leading us to believe there would be more positive percentages. For example, every school now has a Special Education Needs Coordinator, also known in short term as SENCO. It was been noted that any child that comes under the additional learning needs sector is entitled to been see by a SENCO and have services such as:

· Consultations for parents of children that are receiving SEN help and support. 
·  Organising assessments to evaluate any progress or delays a child is having.  

When The Education Act 2014 was released it highlighted a key aim for Swansea council to “contribute to improving the standards of teaching and the quality of learning in Wales and to maintain and improve standards of professional conduct amongst teachers and persons who support teaching and learning in Wales”. From the brief progress mentioned through changes made, it could be argued this has been completed. The SEND Code of Practice for example is new and has four stages: School Action, School Action Plus, Statutory Assessment and a statement of special education needs (SEN). From a quick outlook it looks as if this new process is working but only 3% of children in Wales will reach the last stage. Thus, from my past research shown here, it again shines light on an ineffective system of support. 

From statistics provided by The National Autistic Society as one example, it is not hard to see that Wales is one of many countries that is least supportive of children and young adults with ALN. In England, a similar act to The ALN and Education Tribunal Act, named The Children’s and Families Act has been in practice since 2018, providing additional support to those who need it. Whereas in Wales, we will be waiting until 2020 for our Act to be in full use. The National Association of Head Teachers (NAHT) spoke about the need of more funding for SEN help and the current support being at “crisis point” (The Guardian 2018). It was reported that 94% members of NAHT believed it is now harder to give support and inclusive practice to SEN children than in 2016. This is not improvement. The general secretary for the organisation NAHT, Paul Whiteman, claimed that it was due to the lack of funding, “the special education needs code of practice is nothing more than an empty promise from government to parents and children.” 
From my own investigating and first-hand experience in educational settings- specifically private nurseries- staff are also not trained enough to understand, identify and refer children to specialist help. Children will be moving from stage to stage throughout compulsory education and schools all have different routines and techniques used to identify ALN requirements. It was found by Amy Skipp and Vicky Hopwood in the research for Social Science in Government that “Schools/colleges may be at different stages of development in terms of their delivery of support for SEND. What is ‘additional support’ in one school may be ‘usual practice’ in another. This may mean that school/colleges’ SEN support cohorts may be very different”. Therefore, there is no system in place to provide the same support and same quality of inclusive practice all over educational systems. If staff were however more informed if ALN, this may be different.
There has however been an age change due to the ALN Tribunal ACT 2018 and now extends from birth to 25 years old, in comparison to the previous age range of 3 to 18 years Statements from SNAP Cymru have said this was a significant improvement and although the delay has “caused chaos” (SC), Denise Inger, chief executive of Snap Cymru, said “delaying was the right decision”.
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