Points to Consider
· The schooling of children was not usually a part of poor relief under the Old Poor Law.

· Orphaned children invariably apprenticed.

· Royal Commission of 1832-4 set out to eliminate apprenticing, substituting schooling in reading, writing and religion.

· Aim to prepare children for useful labour, moralize them and break cycle of dependent poverty.

· Initial idea to have educational establishments separate to workhouses – failed mainly on grounds of cost.

· Many Unions not in favour of educating children and provided little money, with low salaries for teachers who had to board in the workhouse.

· Whatever the quality of the education or teaching the daily interaction between children and adult paupers resulted in the demoralizing of the young etc.

· Chadwick, Kay and Tufnell urged the combining of unions for educational purposes – district schools – examples in London, Liverpool and Manchester, but none in Wales.

· Tory government not in favour of district schools and very little done about them – promoted under Liberals in 1848 – District Schools Act.

· Popular around London but did not spread – rural areas lacked the money and scepticism of guardians – often poorly educated themselves.

· Worried that if pauper children were better educated than labourer’s children it might encourage many to become paupers.

· In rural areas to meet the population quota the districts would have to be huge – i.e. there would only be 2 districts in Wales.

· Low quality of teachers addressed in 1846 - £30,000 grant to augment salaries (about £30 per teacher, but with strings attached).

· Workhouse schools now inspected by the Committee of Council on Education – teachers better housed and exempted from menial service and guardians to provide books and keep a register.
· Despite this, provision remained bad – Merthyr, grant refused and teacher dismissed.

· Newcastle Commission criticised workhouse schools in 1861 – Poor Law Board rejected this criticism.

· Main problem was that children did not remain long in the workhouse and this ended their education.

· From the 1850s onwards certain poor law authorities began to use certified denominational schools that were willing to take workhouse children on payment of between 3s. to 10s. a week.

· Further changes did not come until Forster’s Education Act of 1870 – able to send workhouse children to schools run by local boards of education, as well as poor law innovations like the cottage home movement.

