AHSK5004 Theory, Methods and Practice:  Critical Perspectives (History and Medieval Studies)
Topic 2: Marxism
These materials relate to the lecture on Marxism delivered by Alex Scott in the final hour of Week 2, and the follow up discussion which takes place in the first two hours of Week 3.
	The Week 2 lecture focuses on the philosophical roots of Marxist thought and then, in Week 3, we will examine the influence that Karl Marx’s ideas had on later generations of scholars. Specifically, the Week 3 lecture discusses the late 20th-century genres of Social History and Cultural Studies. The assigned readings and preparation tasks are designed to further illuminate students understanding of Marxian approaches to history. 

Required reading for Week 3 discussion:
· Bertolt Brecht, ‘A Worker Reads History’ (1936)
· Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, ‘Bourgeois and Proletarians,’ The Communist Manifesto (London: Pelican Books, 1967 [1848])), pp. 79–94. Available in PDF or here: https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/ch01.htm#007
· Stephen Rigby, 'Marxism and the Middle Ages,' History Today, Vol. 43, No. 11 (November 1991), pp. 26–28.

Preparation tasks and questions to consider:

Bertolt Brecht, ‘A Worker Reads History’
· What points is Brecht trying to make, and what insights might they shed on this week’s topic (Marxism)?

· Does Brecht’s poem resonate with your knowledge and understanding of history?  Does it shed light on how history is taught in school or how it represented in the media, for instance?

· Can you think of any historical situations or scenarios that would be appropriate to add those listed in Brecht’s poem, and why?

Marx and Engels, Communist Manifesto
· Read The Communist Manifesto, and make notes of its main points. Write a paragraph summarising its key themes and arguments.

· Marx and Engels’s ideas were the products of the specific era in which The Communist Manifesto was composed. Do you think their ideas can be applied to the study of early/later eras of history, and, if so, why/why not?

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Which aspects of the Manifesto do you find most persuasive? Conversely, which aspects do you find most problematic?

· Think of an historical event, person, scenario or phenomenon that you have encountered in your studies or which you have a particular interest in. Using The Communist Manifesto (and Brecht’s poem) as a guide, attempt to interpret your chosen example from a Marxist perspective. Then think of possible counterarguments. Try to come up with ways in which these counterarguments might be rebuffed or addressed.

Rigby, 'Marxism and the Middle Ages'
· Who are some of the practitioners of Marxist approaches to studying the Middle Ages, and what does he suggest are their important contributions to the historiography of the Medieval period?

· What aspects of Medieval society have been examined by Marxist historians, and to what end?

· What do you understand by Rigby’s use of the phrase “classical historical materialism,” and what does he suggest are the two “main claims” of this historiographical approach (p. 26)?

· What do you understand by Rigby’s use of the phrases “base” and “superstructure,” and how do they impact upon Marxist approaches to the Medieval period (p. 26)?

· According to Rigby, what are some of the problems that historians – including those otherwise favourable to Marxism – have identified with respect to the applicability of Marx’s philosophy of history to the Medieval period?

· Overall, what would you consider the key strengths and weaknesses, or potentialities and problems, associated with Marxist approaches to Medieval history?
