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What is Density?
NHS dentistry provides treatment that is clinically necessary to keep mouths, teeth and gums healthy and free of pain and includes primary, community, secondary and tertiary dental services. 

Brief History of Dentistry
The history of dentistry officially started with the Dentists Act in 1878. 
In 1907, children in school had their teeth inspected and treated their teeth. In 1948, the NHS was founded. 
This was important as anyone from poor to rich could access this service. In the first nine months of this service, 4.5 million teeth were removed and 4.2 million teeth were filled.
Current functioning of service

Patients struggle to get access to NHS dentistry. This is because of the decline in NHS dentists so less people can get appointments. According to Healthwatch, 1 in 5 Britons are not currently registered. This is because 37% of people who are not registered could not find a NHS dentist and 23% said that they could not afford treatment.
 

Challenges faced by dentists
NHS dentists are facing huge financial challenges. This is because of underfunding from the government and this is leading dentists to become dissatisfied and move away from the NHS and work for private practices. NHS dentists are also under high pressure because of a large amount of patients in a short amount of time.


The change from NHS to private
Dentists are moving from working for the NHS to moving to the private sector. This is because dentists aren’t paid enough. NHS dentists are paid by UDAs. UDAs stands for the unit of dental activity. This is how much you are paid for each procedure. There are 3 bands. However, dentists believe they are not being enough as they are under high pressure because of a large amount of patients have to be examined and checked in a short amount of time.


Element 2:                          NHS England 

Introduction
The National Health Service (NHS) launched on July 5th, 1948. It's globally recognized for its high standard of patient care, and was initially free for everyone. This meant universal access to hospital, dental, eye, and medication services, regardless of background. This was revolutionary, as healthcare had previously been expensive and limited to the middle class. Today, the NHS is the largest employer in the UK, with 1.3 million people working in England alone – roughly one in every 40 people.

Description 

Prior to 1948, healthcare people's healthcare access was extremely restricted, and many were unable to afford medical treatment. Following World War II, the National Health Service (NHS) was established. For the first time ever, healthcare was available to everyone, no matter their background. The NHS was developed during the difficult times of the Second World War, alongside other welfare state initiatives like the modern education system, family benefits, and social security. Aneurin Bevan believed that the service needed to be centralized, with doctors becoming government employees instead of operating as private practitioners as they had previously. 

The National Health Service (NHS) is built on shared principles that unite the communities it serves: patients, the public, and healthcare staff. Created in 1948, the NHS was founded on the idea that everyone should have access to good healthcare, regardless of their financial status, gender, or background. A core principle was that healthcare should be free at the point of use, paid for through taxes instead of direct charges. Health improved significantly after the NHS began, as previously, 8 million people had never seen a doctor. This was a major change, emphasizing that health is a shared responsibility, not a privilege. Since 1991, the NHS has undergone significant reforms, including structural changes aimed at improving efficiency, patient choice, and accountability. Despite these changes, the service has maintained its founding ideal of free healthcare for all. However, rising demand, an aging population, and increasing costs have put significant pressure on resources, raising questions about the NHS's ability to maintain the same level of accessible care that has long defined its identity and role in British society. The NHS is currently under considerable strain; in July 2023, nearly 7.7 million people were waiting for hospital treatment, a record high in the NHS's history

The NHS, reportedly Europe's largest employer, utilizes a diverse workforce. Staff can be directly employed, work for a service provider, be self-employed, or offer services via contracts with external organizations. NHS England provides national leadership and oversees the health service, encompassing various providers. These include NHS and foundation trusts, primary care organizations, and private/voluntary sector entities. Patient safety is regulated by bodies like the Care Quality Commission (CQC). The text also covers changes to national public health bodies post-COVID-19 and the responsibilities of local authorities. Finally, it mentions the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE), an independent body issuing health and social care guidance.

Conclusion
In conclusion, the NHS was opened in 1948 by Aneurin Bevan. It was free and open to anyone who needed it. Bevan believed no one should have to pay for healthcare. 1.3 million people currently work for the NHS and is said to be the largest employer in Europe. The NHS is currently under a major strain because in July 2023, nearly 7.7 million people were waiting in a waiting list for hospital treatment. This is at an all-time high and has never been seen before in the history of the NHS.
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