





			Democratic deficit 






Contents
Introduction	3
Democratic Legitimacy of EU	3
1.	Pedigree Legitimacy	4
2.	Structural Legitimacy	4
2.1	The European commission	4
2.2 The European Parliament	5
2.3 The European Council	5
2.4 Court of Justice of the European Union	6
3.	Outcome Legitimacy	6
Evaluation	7
Conclusion	7
References	8











[bookmark: _Toc108985414]Introduction
In the European continent, few countries realized that they needed to secure long peace among the countries and promote economic growth. Of this need, the first step toward European Union was the treaty of Paris which was signed by 6 countries in 1951 they were Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxemburg, and the Netherlands. Then they included other 27 countries promising economic growth, and freedom of rights. Shortly European Union is an economic and political union of 27 countries in Europe. And democratic legitimacy is expected from the union to establish proper rights and freedom of thought, expression, and association. Democratic deficit in the European Union is a controversial topic that consists of two thoughts one supports that it has a democratic deficit and the other doesn’t. strictly it can be said that political legitimacy is needed to establish effective and efficient EU laws and systems. It can also be identified that political legitimacy is equal to democratic legitimacy. In this assignment, the researcher will be trying to establish that there is political legitimacy in the EU. Democracy means where people have the power to control the institutional system and laws creation. And democratic deficit means there is a lack of people’s control in the European laws and its parliament and commission. There should be democracy in the constitution of the EU because according to article 10 the people have the freedom of thought conscience and religion which allows them to speak against the commission and parliament for the establishment of their thought (Fraeuropa, 2022). This assignment will show a critical evaluation of the political legitimacy or democratic legitimacy of the EU. 
[bookmark: _Toc108985415]Democratic Legitimacy of EU 
The people of the EU have the freedom of expression and information according to article 11 (Fraeuropa, 2022) in the EU law but if they can’t express themselves or if they don’t have the right to choose the assembly and association according to article 12 (Fraeuropa, 2022) in the EU law then that is called as democratic deficit because the people are not getting the rights to choose the European commission and parliament members. But is it true or not it will be founded in this assignment? To justify the democratic legitimacy of the EU the pedigree legitimacy, structural legitimacy, outcome legitimacy, and systemic legitimacy will be discussed using different references as evidence. 

1. [bookmark: _Toc108985416]Pedigree Legitimacy
If the EU receives express consent from the European citizens through their governments to be a part of the EU, then it can be said as pedigree legitimacy (Naji, 2022). The first step of EU creation was taken after the treaty of Paris in 1951 consisting of six countries and then they invited other countries to join the supernatural power in Europe which was called the European Union to increase and develop their economic growth, and political stability through different commissions and parliament members. The 27 countries when they were signing the treaty with the European Union were asked to sign a treaty paper between the country and the European Union conditions (Legislation, 2020). When they were signing that means the democratic government of that country chose to be a part of the EU. And the EU didn’t force the countries to join the union with them they were independent to take decisions regarding the treaty. According to the European Union laws, the people of the democratic countries have chosen the parliament members of the EU and the commission members through a democratic approach. So, it can be seen that the European people have expressed their consent through their government to be a part of the EU which means that the European Union has a pedigree of legitimacy.
2. [bookmark: _Toc108985417]Structural Legitimacy
The principles which are used to motivate the members of a system to accept their authority or institutions as legitimate is called structural legitimacy. Here the members are the citizens of Europe and the authority is the European Union Commission, the European Parliament, the European council, and the court of justice of the European Union. The members of the European Union authority were selected directly or indirectly by the general citizens of Europe, let’s go through the process of selection. The Europeans had chosen the parliament members of the European parliament and they with an agreement with other members in the parliament chose other institution members like the commission and council. So indirectly the European citizens choose the members of the commission and council, let’s see a broad description of it. 
2.1 [bookmark: _Toc108985418]The European commission
The European Commission is an independent wing to executing the decisions and implementing new legislation for the European parliament and council. The commission is independent of the political hold of the European Union which aims to establish peace, security, and freedom for the citizen of the European Union. Furthermore, according to the European Union’s official website the European Commission has the right to take any infringement action against any member state if they fail to rectify a suspected violation of the EU law according to the art 258 TFEU (Eurlex, 2022). Under the commission president’s observation, the member state of the EU nominates commissioners for the European Commission, and then they are selected by the president and brought to the parliament for hearing by the parliament members (European Union, 2022). There the commissioners are questioned and voted for their sustainability. If the election of the president is identified then it can be said that the president is elected by the citizens of Europe indirectly because the present is elected by the European Council which was chosen by the 27 heads of a member state and the heads was selected by the citizens that’s why it is said the commission’s president is elected indirectly by the people. So, it can be seen that there have been attempts to democratize the European Union through the election process of the president and the commissioners. Because the president is indirectly elected by the people and the 20 commissioners’ sustainability is judged by 750 parliament members of the European Parliament (Europarl, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc108985419]2.2 The European Parliament
The parliament consists of 705 from 27 countries to protect their interest and rights. The parliament members are elected by the direct universal suffrage or the common people from each country for the next five years (Europarl, 2022). The parliament has gained importance over time because in the previous times it was just there to supervise other institutions but now the only European institution which is directly elected by the people. And in the present time, it aids to decide new legislation, scrutinizes EU institutions, and also promotes human rights outside Europe. The voting of the European Parliament consists of a total of 400 million people which is considered the second largest election in the world after India. And since 1994 the highest turnout increased up to 51% in 2019 (Europarl, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Toc108985420]2.3 The European Council
The heads of the member state government of EU countries, the European council president, and the European commission president are elected as members of the European council (European Union, 2022). And the member consists of indirect democracy because the head government members of EU countries were chosen by the people. The current president of the EU council is Charles Michel. The council is responsible for political direction and meeting each EU country to discuss, amend and adopt laws, and coordinate policies. The council follows qualified majority voting in case of making decisions in other words if 15 countries votes yes then the proposal is passed (EPRS, 2022) which includes some advantages and disadvantages are-
Advantages
· Increase resilience in the EU's foreign policy
· Emergence of a common strategic culture
· Mitigating the risk of setting European foreign policy outside the EU
Disadvantages
· Weakening EU unity
· Political leverage is reduced while decision making 
· Risk of discrimination with smaller member state
· The member state can be marginalized
[bookmark: _Toc108985421]2.4 Court of Justice of the European Union
The judges of the court represent each country of the EU and a total of 11 advocates from a total of 27 countries are appointed to the EU court of justice. The role of a judge in the court is to be the trier of law means to ensure that the happenings are done following the laws but if any court case fails to present a jury, then the judge becomes both the trier of the fact and trier of the law (Ride, 2022). This means the judge can participate in making the law as well some certain circumstances, the court can also take action against the EU institutions if they feel the institutions have breached any rights of any individual, organization, or company. 
The above discussion clarifies all the EU institutions are chosen and ruled by the democratic leaders chosen by the people directly and indirectly which means the European Union has structural legitimacy in its institutions such as the European parliament, court of justice, and the European Commission. 
3. [bookmark: _Toc108985422]Outcome Legitimacy
The European Union considers the charter of fundamental rights and people equality, and the decisions are taken by the European Court of justice from a neutral even against any member states if they breached any laws of human rights against any individual or organization. Previous cases like Van Gend en Loos in 1963 (Rasmussen, 2014), Von Colson v Land Nordrhein-Westfalen in 1984, and the state liability case of Francovich v Italy in 1991 (Harlow, 1996) can be proven examples as well. So, it seems the EU laws are controlled by the European court of justice and the European Court of Human rights the decisions are made considering predominant political willingness that proves the outcome legitimacy of the EU. 
[bookmark: _Toc108985423]Evaluation
As it is spoken before that if the EU has political legitimacy which is pedigree, structure, and outcome legitimacy then the organization has no democratic deficit. The creation of the EU was done by signing a treaty between the governments and the EU where the governments were representing their people because they have chosen them through voting. And the people also have chosen the member of parliament which contains democracy as well. Then the roles and responsibilities of the European Commission and court of justice support the law of human rights which is also an action taken for the benefit of the people. These discussions and the legitimacy in structure, pedigree, and outcome of the EU show that the EU does not have any democratic deficit. Furthermore, the EU also has a systematic legitimacy by maintaining their international relations showing that they are allowed to sign treaties with any other country or international organization for the benefit of the people of the EU 
[bookmark: _Toc108985424]Conclusion
The assignment started with a debate if there is a democratic deficit in the EU or not in the end it is proven that there is no democratic deficit in the EU by the reports and evidence from different official sources of the EU. The political legitimacy was justified using pedigree, structural, outcome, and systematic legitimacy. And as it is spoken before that if an organization holds political legitimacy, then it means it has democratic legitimacy and finally it can be said the EU does not have any democratic deficit. 
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