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Language and literacy in the digital age
Introduction
In this paper the main purpose is to analyse the benefits of traditional storytelling and digital storytelling. There are also definitions of language acquisition and language development with links to theorist’s beliefs. There will also be references to Welsh government guidelines on speech development, the digital competence framework and the new Curriculum for Wales. There is a short discussion on too much screen time and what language problems have arisen in children due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Alongside this written assignment there are 2 presentations. The digital storytelling presentation is a digital book called The Gruffalo by Donaldson (1999). And the traditional storytelling presentation is a book called What makes me a me? Written by Faulks (2017).

Main body
Crystal (1997) describes language acquisition as ‘Climbing the language mountain’. Neaum (2012), believes that language acquisition and development refer to learning spoken language. However, Welsh Government (2017) argue that language is not only learning spoken language it consists of many different skills that include speaking and listening, reading, writing, thinking and observations. Language development starts early in a child’s life and begins with crying and sounds and then progresses on to become words and then finally well put together sentences. According to Welsh Government (2015), When a baby is first born, they show their language skills by crying and making vocal sounds. They also react to loud noises and begin to recognise parents or caregiver’s voices. As children grow so do their language skills between 3 to 6 months children will make sounds back when spoken to. At around 6-12 months they begin to make sounds called babbling and these can be noticed as sounds like ‘ba-ba’ or ‘ga-ga’. When a child is about 12 months old, they then begin to lengthen these sounds to make words such as ‘mama’ and ‘dada’. Children then progress to more words and by 12-15 months should be able to say roughly 10 words, this should increase to 20 words by 15-18 months, and should again increase to 50 words by the age of 2. Once a child is around 3 years of age, they should be able to start making small sentences with roughly 4 – 6 words, and between the age of 4 – 5 years a child should be able to use fully formed sentences that are easily understood by adults and other children (Welsh Government, 2015). 
According to Coulson and Cousins (2022), children need fun and creative ways to develop their writing skills. Belsky (2022) states that when toddlers begin to explore writing they hold a pencil in a clenched fist, and this usually happens around 1 -2 years of age. At around 3-4 years of age a child should begin to draw some wavy lines on a piece of paper that imitates what lines of writing would look like. Some of the children at this age may be able to write their names and if not their full name, then some letters of it. When a child reaches the age of 5 and above, they should be able to hold a pencil and form most letters correctly. 
Literacy and Oracy are closely linked in children’s language development. Literacy is the focus on reading and writing and oracy refers to children having clear communication skills (Twinkl, No date). 

Neaum (2012), believes that we do not yet fully understand how children learn language skills, but states that many different theorists have in the past tried to understand and answer the question of how children learn language. These theorist’s findings contribute to our current understanding of children’s language learning. 
A couple of these theorist’s views will now be discussed and are by BF skinner who believed in a behaviourist approach to language learning and Lev Vygotsky who studied social interaction and language learning. 
Firstly, in the behaviourism theory it is believed that language is learned through external support. For example, when a child says their first words parents show their excitement and happiness and this then prompts the child to continue repeating this sound as they receive positive feedback when they do. This is also referred to as ‘serve and return’, the child serves by attempting to interact with sounds, gestures or babbling and the return is what the child receives back from the adult they are interacting with. This back-and-forth exchange is the foundation for building good brain development in a child (Palix Foundation, 2022). Skinner (1990) further developed Watson (1958) idea on conditioning into operant conditioning and this is best described as, the person supporting the behaviour should wait until the required behaviour is produced and then act to support the behaviour again. From his experiments skinner believed that steps in learning should be small and followed on from previous learning. And that support should be frequent in the early stages of learning and can then become more occasional as learning progresses (Neaum, 2012).

Vygotsky was extremely influential in overcoming the believes on structure and grammar and along with other theorist’s developed our current views on social interactions in language learning. 
Vygotsky believed that it is through interactions with others that we become ourselves, he also suggested that the tools required for language development are learned through social experiences usually carried out with family members. He suggested that for example if a family member provides instructions for a child verbally, the child will then have to internally search for an understanding of this instruction before responding (Neaum, 2012 and Mcleod, 2020). 

Traditional storytelling has been around for centuries and is a creative way of communicating and discussing experiences, whether real or made-up (Grainger, 1997). A book is one of the simplest yet most important things that can be given to a baby, even if there are no words and it only has pictures in, as it is an excellent way to start communication and speech skills with a baby, it is also an important start in building a child’s brain development and not only this but children thrive and receive enjoyment just from the interactions received when reading or looking through a book (Makin and Whitehead, 2005). Reading to a baby from birth is not only beneficial for brain development it also aids children to understand the patterns of speech and over time will expand their vocabulary as when the child grows the books read to them will become more detailed over the years of their childhood (Emma’s Diary, 2020). 
Prosody plays a big part in reading books with children. Prosody is the rhythm and tone used when speaking. And is used by children from a very young age. For example, when a child starts speaking if they say Ma they then repeat this over and over ‘ma ma ma ma’. When doing this the child is attempting to copy the rhythm. However, when prosody is used by readers, it shows the listener if they are being asked a question and it shows the readers excitement at certain parts of the story (Cinelli, 2021). 

Before starting school most children already have a great deal of knowledge and understanding of communication skills, and this is often taught to them by modelling the behaviour of their parents, carers and community. If a child does not have a good role model to model their communication skills from, they can sometimes model the wrong behaviours and attitudes. And in some cases, children do not receive a lot of interactions at home and could begin school with very poor communication skills or in some cases none (Browne, 2007). This is only one reason that could cause poor communication skills there are many other reasons, some of these are hearing or speech impairments, additional learning needs, late developments and the covid-19 pandemic has had a large impact on children’s language and communication skills. Yafie, Giavarini and Maulidia (2020) suggests that due to the covid-19 pandemic and children having to learn at home they are not experiencing the social interactions that are beneficial in Language development. A survey they carried out through google as part of their report showed that parents were concerned that their 3–4-year-old children had problems expressing themselves. The conclusion of this report states that children require stimulating environments with two-way communications to develop language skills. And they suggest that if children have a variety of digital devices used to communicate with others it could better develop their language and social skills.  

According to Atchley (no date) who was a pioneer in digital storytelling, you get the best of two worlds when using digital storytelling, you get the ‘new world’ of technology and the ‘old world’ of telling stories (University of Wollongong, 2022). 
Nair and Yunus (2021) believe that digital storytelling can benefit children’s language development as well as other areas of their development. They state that digital storytelling has a variety of qualities that can support the speaking skills of children, also by creating their own digital stories children can enhance their own understanding of a matter which also allows them to speak more fluently. They also state that digital storytelling can be seen to aid children in expressing their emotions which also aids their language skills. Finally, they state that digital storytelling not only benefits a child’s language development it also has many other advantages, such as providing a creative teaching method that aids teachers in creating a more personalised teaching experience. 
However, Maulana (2020) suggests that although there are benefits from the use of digital devices, he believes that some children are spending more time on screens than having two-way interactions with adults and other children and in his study discussed how this has been shown to cause language delay in toddlers. Although the study shows language delay is evident in toddlers, they also state that some educational programmes are stimulating for children’s language development as these programmes have pauses for responses which are essential in developing language development.

Donaldson (2015), stated in his report ‘Successful Futures’ if children are to smoothly progress into employment in the future, schools need to evolve their digital competence teaching especially in scientific, technological, engineering and mathematical areas (this is also referred to as STEM). Although he states that young people are already competent with digital devices as their lives are full of different technologies, to exceed in their future employment these digital skills need to be enhanced further to keep up with the rapidly evolving digital age. Dauncey (2015), agrees with Donaldson’s decisions and states that the language, literacy and communication area of learning mentioned in the ‘successful futures’ report aims to provide children with the means to learn and develop different forms of communication, literacy and learning about language. These will be taught in both Welsh and English. 

From Donaldson’s ‘Successful Futures’ report the digital competence framework (DCF) was put in place by Welsh Government (2018), in this framework they state that digital competence is a set of skills and knowledge that allows a person to be confident when it comes to using technological devices. In schools, digital competence should now be part of a cross-curriculum and work alongside language and numeracy. The DCF has been set up to guide teachers on how to structure their work and is to be aimed at children between the ages of 3 and 16 years. It has been structured into four strands and the skills that should be attained in these strands are Citizenship, Interacting and collaborating, producing and finally data and computational thinking. 
Citizenship will focus on children learning the skills required to make a positive contribution to the digital world they live in. Interacting and collaborating will allow children to explore different methods of electronic communications such as emails and social media. Children will also be taught how to store data appropriately. The producing strand will guide children in learning about how to affectively search for information. And, how to create and evaluate digital content. Finally, Data and computational thinking is aimed to prepare children for the future workforce by exploring all the above strands in depth and discovering the importance of technology (Welsh Government, 2018). 

The new Curriculum for Wales has been designed with four main purposes and allows schools to design their own curriculum that best suits their pupils while ensuring they stick to the four main purposes that have been set out. The purposes have been set out to support children in becoming ambitious capable learners. That are creative contributors to society. Who are ethically informed citizens and healthy, confident individuals (Welsh Government, 2020). According to Welsh Government (2019), Literacy, numeracy and digital competence must be used in a cross-curricular way when each school is designing their curriculum in Wales. And it is the role of each teacher and practitioner to ensure that skills across these three areas are better developed.

From the research presented in this assignment it shows that the traditional and Digital storytelling presentations that go alongside this are beneficial to children’s language development. As during the digital presentation flash cards were used to provide children with a visual source of the important words from the story. And during the traditional storytelling there were many interactions between the children and the reader. The use of the boy doll dressed in the clothes mentioned in the book and the dinosaur ad racing car props used gave the children a visual aid to help them follow along with the story. During both presentations the storyteller used prosody when speaking which showed the children her excitement and enthusiasm when reading which encouraged the children to listen with their own excitement, and it could also better develop their speech and vocabulary.

Conclusion 
To conclude this assignment has shown that children require stimulating environments that are full of communication not only to better their brain development or to thrive at school but to be confident individuals. With the rapidly evolving digital age children need to be competent technology users and have a wide range of knowledge when it comes to using digital devices. This will enable children to progress into the future digital workplace. The Welsh Government have designed a new curriculum in Wales that ensures this and ensures children are receiving language and literacy skills alongside digital competence skills. 
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