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	Module Learning Outcomes 
(From module syllabus)

	

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

1. understand and contribute to philosophical and practical debate concerning the concept of ‘landscape’.

2. critically evaluate the role of society, history, and personal experience in contributing to perceptions of landscape.

3. critically analyse the relationship between landscape and recreation and suggest sustainable approaches to the interpretation and use of landscape for recreation.







	
TASK DESCRIPTION





In essay format (in 2,500 words) evaluate critically the forces that shape our perception of landscape.

In your discussion you should consider:

· What landscape means to the people who interact with it, and you should also consider what variables, both internal and external to the individual or group affect this interaction.  
· You should also draw from your own context – why, if at all, does landscape matter to you?

Academic and case study material should be used to underpin your argument throughout your work.
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Introduction –
Throughout this essay I will be looking at what landscape means and how different variables affect this interaction. The European landscape convention defines landscape as an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and interaction of natural and human factors. When someone has a connection with a place where they grew up or tend to spend a lot of their time, they develop a sense of place for this landscape being able to connect with a place helps support development of a person’s identity, developing a sense of place is vital for all children and adults as connecting to one’s surrounding environment establishes knowledge and appreciation for all of it is resources. Perception of a landscape can be viewed differently for lots of different reasons for example the weather it observed in or the time of year, a surfer will look at a beach very differently to someone who is relaxing on the sand reading a book, the surfer would be looking at the waves and weather to see if they are able to be in the water and someone relaxing on the beach would look to see if it will be sunny so they can read and relax. In the United Kingdom (UK) certain landscapes are protected by law, these special areas are known as National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB’s), these areas are designated under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949. The purposes of designation for National Parks are to Conserve and enhance their natural beauty while protecting the wildlife and cultural heritage and promote public understanding and enjoyment of their special qualities. AONBs are areas that are designated for the purpose of conserving and enhancing their natural beauty. This includes plants and animals, landscape features and the rich history of human settlement over the centuries. The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 brought in new duties for conservation boards set up to look after AONBs which include meeting demands for recreation and safeguarding rural industries and the interests of local communities, these laws are vital at keeping these special areas safe and untouched, so their beauty is available for all to experience.

How individuals interpret the landscape based on who they are –
When looking at education people perceive landscape is highly influenced by the knowledge people have this shows that people with an enhanced knowledge of a certain area are likely to have a sense of place due to understanding this site showing knowledge makes a clear difference in education and will stimulate different views on landscape. 
Looking at gender and landscape there are no reliable studies are known about the difference between male and female perceptions of landscape. The earth and landscape are very often referred to as being feminine, when it comes to perception men are biologically better in orientating this is due to their ancient role as hunters. Nevertheless, research has shown that there is no difference between males and females
People appear to make relationships based on information of the area with which they are familiar to, familiarity is related to the individual feeling of belonging. Nieman (1980) states that people who are familiar with a certain landscape might blur their perception of such environment. Therefore, the normal day to day reality becomes a comfortable situation which may partially account for the idea that the present environment is certainly the one with the highest quality.
The concept of nature – 
The concept of nature has varied and changed over the course of time, the idea of nature is at the very core of science and is considered the deepest link within human societies, yet nature preservation has become a major concern and the idea of nature remains elusive (Ducarme and Couvet, 2020). Nature not only provides us with what we need for our daily life with food and other resources it is also a place where people can relax gain inspiration and dream, being connected to nature is considered something worth striving for. The nature culture divide refers to a theoretical foundation of contemporary anthropology, early anthropologists required theoretical insight from the perceived tensions between nature and culture.
Looking into different religions nature is still seen as coming from God, our view of nature has changed over time due to new and developing scientific insights, looking at the nineteenth century humas had curiosity and a desire for knowledge this allowed science to develop as, humans began to explore the earth looking at the depths of the sea, flora, and fauna on a large scale. The more we look into the earth the more we know about nature and the more we want to use the resources provided, urban nature has developed into a typical and new form of nature that has been shaped by humans, looking at urban ecosystems of today they are often more biodiverse than rural habitats of the past as big cities continue to expand the replace the important ecosystems needed. 
The more we look into the earth the more we know about nature and the more we want to use the resources provided, urban nature has developed into a typical and new form of nature that has been shaped by humans, looking at urban ecosystems of today they are often more biodiverse than rural habitats of the past as big cities continue to expand the replace the important ecosystems needed.

Definitions of landscape – 
A landscape is the visible features of an area of land, landforms, and how they integrate with natural or man-made features, often considered in terms of their aesthetic appeal. A landscape includes the physical elements of geophysical defined landforms such as mountains, hills, water forms such as rivers, lakes, ponds, and the sea. Landscape can be viewed as a vairy of different aspects such as farmland, wilderness, or landscape park. Looking at the earth there is a vast range of landscapes this includes the polar regions, mountainous, desert, coastal and many more. Each landscape can have a different sense of place to different people from different times for example someone 100 years ago would look at a piece of land and use it to farm as someone from now would see how they could build on it. Looking at the recreational side a mountaineer will have a deep sense of place to the mountainous region as this is where they can participate in their activity but if you put this person in a desert they won’t have the same sense of place, each region has its own recreational use some examples of this is in a coastal region you will participate in water sports and climbing but looking in a polar region you can participate in snow sports, different regions have different activities you can do on its land in a recreational sense.

The concept of cultural landscapes can be found in the European tradition of landscape painting, looking from the sixteenth century many European artists painted landscapes instead of people, by focusing on landscapes instead of people paintings become broader and specific to landscapes (Gibson, 1989). Cultural landscape is fashioned from a natural landscape by a cultural group, the cultural landscape is the result the character of a landscape helps define the self-image of the people who inhabit it and a sense of place that differentiates one region from other regions. Looking at the heritage the world heritage committee defined cultural landscapes as the cultural properties that represent the combined works of nature and of man (UNESCO, 2012).

Romanticism –
The romantic era was an artistic, literary, musical, and intellectual movement that originated in Europe romanticism was characterized by the way its emphasis on idealization of nature this was a reaction to the industrial revolution. The beauty of nature became for many the ultimate demonstration of the power and work of God. One important aspect of British Romanticism is the painting and literature as well as in politics and philosophy there was a change in the way people perceived and valued the landscape. William Gilpin's published Observations on the River Wye in 1770, this then sparked an interest throughout the UK and began to gain influence artists and viewers from across Europe. The changing landscape across the UK was an interest in the romantic era due to the industrial revolution, the cities were expanding, and people were leaving the countryside this was another influence on the growth of the romantic movement in the UK. There was very poor condition of workers, the new class conflicts, and the pollution of the environment all led to a reaction against urbanism and industrialisation, this led to a new importance on the beauty and value of nature and landscape. A huge aspect to this era is the special regard everyone had for nature, painters do not make naturalistic display of reality but try to visualize the invisible unity of life in which the identity of humans, plants and animals comes together (Koppen, 2002). When looking back at this era we hear very little from the people who worked the land, these people may have a totally different view of landscape. 
Sustainability –
Sustainable development is now a goal built into all environmental policy, and landscape action is consistently referred to as a factor, of no less significance than others, landscape approaches seek to provide tools and concepts for allocating and managing land to achieve social, economic, and environmental objectives in areas where agriculture, mining, and other productive land uses compete with environmental and biodiversity goals. The global demand for agricultural land is on a collision course with environmental protection goals as we face a perfect storm struggling to feed an increasing population on a diminishing supply of land, water, nutrients, and biodiversity. This is despite the global efforts, ambitious targets and massive expenditure, there are as yet no general and effective solutions for meeting both nature conservation goals and human needs (Sayer et al., 2013). A hypothesis by Wilson (1984) proclaims that human beings have an inherent need for connection with their natural environment and the other forms of life within. If we look back, humans have been hunters and gatherers for the greater part of their evolutionary history, so it makes sense that humans establish an emotional bond with nature and living organisms to prolong nature.
Topophilia –
Topophilia is a word invented by the British poet for a special love for peculiar places, Topophilia means feeling a link between person and place, Gibson (2013) argues that topophilia means love of place is a close cultural connection to place, he also states that such connections mostly have been destroyed in modernism but argues that more and more people are trying to reinvent them such feeling. Topophilia involves positive affective bonds between human beings and environments, topophobia refers to the dislike or fear of places and includes all the negative emotional responses people have to spaces, places, and landscapes that they find distasteful or frightening. Tuan (1974) focusses with his theory on the cultural dimension of landscape preference. Through the repeated occurrence of ordinary events one can accumulate a strong sentiment for a place which is termed topophilia. This theory focusses on the historical factor of landscape perception. By having a strong sense of place, it allows the person to connect with the landscape, connecting to an environment helps contribute to our wellbeing and quality of life, by a landscape that has an aesthetically pleasing look it allows us to connect to the cultural sense while reconnecting with nature.
Why, if at all, does landscape matter to you –
Landscape is about the relationship between people and place. It provides the setting for our day-to-day lives. The term does not mean just special or designated landscapes and it does not only apply to the countryside. Landscapes play a huge role as they allow tourists to visit which this attracts investments and residents, this allows the area to being in money which can go towards maintaining the surrounding environment. Landscapes allow a better quality of life for people while giving them a sense of place and linking cultural and heritage values, looking at the ecological impact’s landscapes allow regeneration and conservation. 
Landscape means to be me being able to go out walking and explore while feeling connected to nature being outdoors allows me to have a break from my world and finally breathe. I am lucky enough to have had lots of positive experiences in the outdoors, many people don’t get to see different landscapes throughout the UK. Throughout my experiences I have used the landscapes for many different activities some being climbing, mountain biking and kayaking these activities have taken part on national parks, AONB’s as well as other land. By having this previous experience, it has given me a profound influence on my perception of landscape by being aware of the environment while outdoors I have increased my awareness and shown a positive attitude towards natural landscapes. 
Throughout my experiences I have used the landscapes for many different activities some being climbing, mountain biking and kayaking these activities have taken part on national parks, AONB’s as well as other land. By having this previous experience, it has given me a profound influence on my perception of landscape by being aware of the environment while outdoors I have increased my awareness and shown a positive attitude towards natural landscapes.

Conclusion –
Landscape is important to everyone as it contributes to our wellbeing and quality of life, the natural beauty of different landscapes provides the UK population with a range of recreation while increasing tourism these aspects both contribute massively. Having healthy ecosystems it cleans our water, purifies our air while helping to maintain our soil and regulate the climate this allows humans to experience different environments, people have always adapted their environment to better fit the changing social needs, they have reshaped the landscape all the important driving forces are related to the population growth and the lifestyle becoming increasingly more urban. It is important that if we want future generations to see the landscapes, we see today we need to develop sustainably, the main aim of sustainable development is to meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs, this development helps countries to grow in ways that help climate change which will also help to protect important natural resources.
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