Humanities and the Ancient World.

Ancient Civilisations is history just, well, ancient, more specifically dated around 3000 BC to 500 AD. Ancient Civilisations is the study of the ancient world and of ancient peoples, their cultures, religions and architecture. History is events that happen in the past of which, ancient civilisations are so obviously a part of and History, the subject, is the study of the past. Using the scientific method to catalogue, preserve and interpret the past so that it might be preserved and understood by us and by future generations. 
Archaeology is the study and excavation of human history and even prehistoric times where there were not societies as we define them today. The ancient world usually sits somewhere in between the Bronze Age and the Iron Age, the years for which vary depending on location. According to Britannica, the Bronze Age began before 3000 BCE for places like Greece and China but only began around 1900 BCE for Britain, the Bronze Age is defined as the time when people began using metals. The first instance of using copper is usually accredited to the Mesopotamians but there have been discoveries of copper axes in the Balkans, dated to 4000 BCE, nearly a thousand years before the Mesopotamians. Though Copper and Bronze were used to fashion tools and decorations and resulted in the beginnings of smelting and metallurgy, gold had been discovered and used for thousands of years before hand. It had been perceived as valuable from its discovery and used by artisans from Ancient Egypt, Crete and Mesopotamia (Britannica, 2024).
Again, the ‘start’ date for the Iron Age varies depending on the location but in the Near East and European countries it began around 1200 BCE and China around 600 BCE. It is the Age in which Copper and Bronze weapons and tools were almost completely swapped for Iron ones, metallurgy allowed for mass production of weapons and tools which “set off a series of large-scale movements of peoples that did not end for 2,000 years and that changed the face of Europe and Asia.” (Britannica, 2019). Mesopotamia began to collapse around 539 BCE when Persia invaded, and Cyrus the Great took Babylon, Mesopotamia then had various Greek and Parthenian leaders, which lead to the end of Mesopotamian culture.
As we have learned, dates vary in that in Scandinavia the Iron Age ended nearer to 800 AD with the beginning of the Viking Age whereas in Greece it ended around 550 BCE, which lead to the age known as ‘Classical Antiquity’. The age of Classical Antiquity followed on from what is known as the Greek Dark Ages, which began after the fall of the Mycenaean Empire around 1200 BCE. Classical Antiquity is also known as the Archaic Period in Greece and began around 750 BCE with Herodotus writing his ‘Histories’, it is the time of Homer, the Iliad, the Greek alphabet, and literature. It is the period mostly commonly thought when referring to Ancient Greece and visible in modern inspiration such as the re-telling's of Herakles though often mistaken as the Roman spelling Hercules and even the more recent Kaos, a reimagining of Greek mythology set in the modern day. (Costa, 2024) (History.com, 2018)
Where Archaeology is the discovery of these era’s, excavating ancient architecture, literature, tools, weapons and more Anthropology, the study of humanity and its cultures, is used to decipher, interpret and understand these findings. 
Anthropologists are the reason we understand half of what is found of the ancient world, a lot of it requires translation or interpretation as languages have changed massively over millennia, over a few centuries languages have changed to be unrecognisable and despite translations much needs to be made sense of according to context of the time. The first written language to be found was Cuneiform, a language written in Mesopotamia and discovered in texts such as the Epic of Gilgamesh but also documents such as inventories now Iraq, which is most of modern Mesopotamia, speaks mainly Arabic though there are different dialects as Ancient Egypt once wrote in Hieroglyphs and now also speak Arabic. Ancient Greek though wouldn’t be understandable by the average modern Greek speaker just like English speakers wouldn’t understand what is called Old English and we even struggle with Middle English which a few centuries of change let alone the millennia between Sumer and Iraq. 
It is not just the deciphering of language but of culture too though you may see similarities with the past, morals, ethics, and prejudices change over time and as such something that may be understood in modern times is understood completely differently in the prehistoric era. Examples of this change, well it can be seen in modern times but if we look at Ancient Greece and Homosexuality, misogyny of the times meant that while being homosexual was perfectly acceptable, encouraged even, often between troops such as the ‘Sacred Band of Thebes’ in which men were thought to fight better in front of the beloved. The misogyny comes in with the word ‘beloved’ as being the beloved was seen as feminine and to be of lower social status, of course misogyny is only one of the issues with this outlook as the most common relationship was between grown men and adolescent boys. Homosexuality, sometime after 0 AD became a sin, of course homosexuality was not accepted everywhere in the ancient world, but people are trying to change it, though in some countries you can still be put to death for it. Paedophilia, which was accepted in many ancient civilisations is illegal and modern women have rights even if things aren’t exactly equal.
Commonly defined as fictional writings or poetry, creative writing has existed for millennia, the earliest known writings are the ‘Instructions of Shuruppack’, instructions on what to and what not to do, potentially from a father to his son (Mark, 2024) and the ‘Kesh Temple Hymn’ which is a popular Sumerian Hymn at the Kesh Temple (Jstor). One could argue that cave paintings that tell stories of hunts are the oldest pieces of creative writings however, the oldest known piece of creative writing or significant piece of writing is the ‘Epic of Gilgamesh’ dated to around 2000 BCE to 700 BCE depending on the version. It is a Sumerian poem written in cuneiform script and found in the Ninevite palace of Ashurbanipal, an Assyrian King reigning from 668-627 BCE, in the mid-19th century (Britannica). 
The Epic of Gilgamesh is a classic hero story, perhaps the classic. One of the tablets, the Flood Tablet is the story of a flood, dated around 2000 BCE though there are three floods archeologically proven to have occurred between 3500 and 2600 BCE, the first of which in Ur and the latter two in Kish. It is the first which is thought to be the Sumerian Deluge and the flood written about in the Flood tablet (MacDonald, 1988). The tablet tells that the gods decided to flood the earth and destroy humanity, but the God Ea warned Utu-napishtim to build a boat and he survived, in the legend of the Sumerian Deluge, it is Ziusudra the son of the King at the time and he survived, there is evidence of this king in the Sumerian King list and he may well be the king from the Instructions of Shuruppack. (Britannica, 2024). 
[bookmark: _Int_BKBeYa2R][bookmark: _Int_nKWc6QO9][bookmark: _Int_93i9wc3y]This story can be recognised in religious books that came later such as in the Christian Bible and the story of Noah’s Ark in Genesis in the Old Testament and the flood in the Qua ‘ran, in Sura 11 and 71 (Livius). Religion has existed since the prehistoric era’s; perhaps not as modern religion is defined through gods and laws but through burial practises showing a belief in life after death (Britannica). In the Ancient world Religion was usually Polytheistic, under Akhenaten’s rule around 1349 BCE, Egypt became monotheistic focusing on the sun god Aten but after Akhenaten’s rule it reverted to polytheism (Stevens, 2023), now though it is monotheistic with Islam as the state religion and they are predominantly Sunni Muslim (El Sweify, 2023). Ancient Greece had Titans and then the Olympian Gods with the ‘Big Three’ being Hades, Poseidon, and Zeus, they are now also predominantly monotheistic with a large Christian population (Greeka, 2018). Ancient Greece and Rome have similar gods, Romes's equivalent of the Olympian twelve being the Di Consentes (Land, 2023) Rome is also predominantly monotheistic practising Catholicism in modern times now. Mesopotamia is predominantly modern-day Iraq and while in ancient times Mesopotamia worshipped thousands of gods including the oldest recorded deities such as An, the father of all the gods, demons and the Goddess Inanna a fertility goddess who came to be identified as the Goddess Ishtar, cuneiform texts have provided god lists, hymns, laments and more (Britannica). Officially, The People’s Republic of China is an atheistic state however they recognise numerous religions and still practice polytheistic beliefs including Chinese Folk Religions and Buddhism, which can be seen as polytheistic depending on the practice (Wikipedia, 2019).
Ancient Civilisations do not simply produce creative works, but they inspire modern writings, the myths and lore of religions have inspired many interpretations a popular one is the myths of Hades and Persephone, whether she was kidnapped or went to the underworld willingly their story has inspired poetry and stories. Not only myth but kinds have inspired creative writings such as the poem Ozymandias by Percy Bysshe Shelley inspired by a quote about Ramesses II an Egyptian Pharoh, by Diodorus Siculus an ancient Greek historian, repeating an inscription on a statue neither of which survived but inspired Shelley none the less (Mikics, 2010). Modern stories inspired by mythology include Percy Jackson – inspired by Greek Mythology, in fact the author Rick Riordan also has novels on Egyptian mythology also, the well-known marvel comics, films and tv series also are inspired by mythology – Moon Knight is based on Egyptian Mythology in the modern world.
Socrates, an ancient Greek philosopher 470 – 399 BCE, is considered the father of western philosophy, though he wrote none of his teachings down and only orally passed them onto his students, most famous of which being Plato and Xenophon (Rattini, 2019) (Kraut,2024). Plato then moved on to form his own philosophies and taught Aristotle another Greek philosopher, famous in his own right. Other Greek philosophers include Epicurus and Diogenes and though Socrates is considered the father of Western Philosophy, the first to be considered a philosopher is Thales of Miletus, born around 620-624 BCE because he applied a natural explanation for the world rather than explaining it through the gods. (Brittanica, 2019). 
While Western philosophy, usually found in the UK, USA and European countries, tends towards logic and using knowledge to understand the world whereas Eastern Philosophy, usually practised in Asia, tends towards understanding yourself as a way of understanding the world, highlighting enlightenment and harmony (Itself Tools, 2023). 
Lao Zi was an ancient Chinese philosopher usually Romanised as Lao Tzu and is credited with the founding of Tao-Te-Ching or Taoism in the 6th century – a philosophy focused on living with nature and in simplicity, it is both a religion and philosophy just as Confucianism and Buddhism (Kaltenmark and Ames, 2019). Thought to have been born around the same time Confucian, the founder of Confucianism had a difference of opinion with Lao Zi, his philosophy focused on morality and responsibility more similarly with Western Philosophies (Weiming, 2018). Another Eastern Philosophy and Religion is of Indian descent, Buddhism has existed since 525 BCE, founded by Siddhartha Gautama, otherwise known as the Buddha, it is still practiced around the world by millions of people.
Overall, each and every one of the humanities subjects in some way connects to Ancient Civilisations. Whether Ancient civilisations inspired the subject itself or contributed to it like Creative Writing and Philosophies founded in the ancient world that lasted into the modern period or influenced modern philosophies, ethics and laws. That without some would not flourish so well such as Archaeology and Anthropology or even History that without would simply be so less expansive 
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