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Component 1 – Development of Academic Skills (500 words)

Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test
Source 1
Author(s) and year: Alenezi, M., Wardat, S,. And Akour, M. (2023)
Source Found: Google Scholar
CRAAP Evaluation:
· Currency: This source was published in 2023 which shows it is reliable in sharing new and accurate information from the last few years. It shows citations often throughout. 
· Relevance: It shows relevance as it discusses multiple factors regarding challenges and opportunities in digital learning in higher education. 
· Authority: Authority is high as this article was published in google Scholar by recognised authors and shows various references in relation to digital learning.  
· Accuracy: Accuracy is high as it shows multiple sources cited throughout showing that the information given is factual.
· Purpose: The Purpose is analytical and does not appear to be biased, showing information based on academic learning.
Full reference (Harvard style): Alenezi, M., Wardat, S., & Akour, M. (2023). The Need of Integrating Digital Education in Higher Education: Challenges and Opportunities. Sustainability, 15(6), 4782. https://doi.org/10.3390/su15064782

Source 2
Author(s) and year: Birla, R. and Sunaina (2023)
Source Found: Google Scholar
CRAAP Evaluation:
· Currency: This was published in 2023 and discusses the multiple challenges that have been faced in digital learning in higher education.
· Relevance: Relevance is strong here as it shows key factors that students or teachers may come across while learning in the digital era.
· Authority: Authority is high, this source shows academic credibility due to the background of authors named.
· Accuracy: The accuracy is strong and factual. It shows information on the range of media types used in higher education. It also lists many challenges in the digital era.
· Purpose: The purpose seems reliable and educational, showing case studies with informative information for both students and teachers. It does not come across as biased and appears credible to use for academic learning.
Full reference (Harvard style): Birla, R. and Sunaina (2023) “The Challenges of Media Education in the Digital Era”, Journal of Communication and Management. India, 2(04), pp. 281–288. doi: 10.58966/JCM20232411.
Synthesis of Academic Sources 
· The same issues that both sources address are the challenges of digital learning and how it can affect both students and teachers. It highlights the obstacles that both may come across from using digital learning and the struggles of adapting from classroom learning and managing timekeeping.
· The sources both complement each other in talking about the key challenges faced but also differ slightly as the first source is more extensive, shares a wider view and talks about both the opportunities and challenges available whereas the second source focuses solely on just the challenges in digital learning.
· Combining these two sources gives a better understanding of how digital learning has been incorporated into education and put into perspective how students and teachers have adapted to learning in the digital era. the two combined help provide a stronger view on both the negative and positive impacts of transitioning to the digital era.
Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity
· One key challenge for stufents in the digital era is the digital literacy gap. Not all students have the same opportunities to access to digital equipment and internet access. Lack of equipment and internet access leads to students falling behind as digital learning is very highly relied on in many educational settings.
· One key opportunity for students in the digital era is the opportunity to develop more advanced digital skills which improves the evolution in learning and offers further opportunities available to them after leaving education. These opportunities support further education choices and more advanced career development.
Academic Planning for Component 2 (80–100 words)
· Component 2 will prioritise highlighting the challenges and opportunities using the sources found relating to both to give an accurate view of how they both affect education.
· This will develop further academic skills used in both in person learning and in online researching and the use of online libraries, analysing sources to find key information on the topic and evaluating them using CRAAP testing.
· Component 2 will be structured starting with an introduction, challenges, opportunities, strategies for students to succeed, and the conclusion. 
Timeline
	Task
	Date/ Deadline

	Finish research
	16th February

	Draft first section
	17th February

	Complete first draft
	23th February

	Final editing
	25th February
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Introduction 
Digital learning in higher education has evolved more over the years and even more so since the covid pandemic and is now an essential component of learning and teaching in university today. Digital learning offers flexibility and accessibility to others who would otherwise struggle to access information or unable to attend in person. It is important to understand the challenges and the opportunities to ensure that everyone has access to the same information and data to further enhance their learning opportunities. Everyone should be entitled to have the same opportunity to further education as others would regardless of boundaries or backgrounds.
Challenges for Students in the Digital Era 
· One key challenge for students in the Digital Era is technological obstacles shown in source 1 and 2 as a large number of students may have problems with either slow or unreliable internet access or may not have the access to laptops and tablets needed to complete work and research. This can also lead to further challenges as technology advances further making it harder for students to keep up with the updated technology that may be needed to complete their studies. These challenges can impact academic success as digital learning is relied on heavily now in various educational settings. All students should have support available to access the help needed towards the correct equipment or facilities needed. Without this, students will lack the digital literacy skills they require that would enable them to succeed further in an educational setting and meeting important deadlines.
Opportunities in the Digital Era 
One key opportunity for students learning in the digital era is the flexibility it can provide them which is shown in source 1. It shows how education is available anywhere and anytime. This is a major benefit to learning online. It gives students the ability to balance home and work life alongside education. 
Learning in the Digital era offers more freedom and flexibility to students, giving them the access to education that they may have not had the access to before due to travel restricting them or location which many have to relocate for. It also builds the skills that are needed to open up more job opportunities from the digital learning. This also gives students a higher chance to learn how to communicate in a profession manner. These skills learned can be used in classroom settings to develop more understanding in breaking down and evaluating their work and note taking.
How Students Can Adapt to Succeed 
Three strategies students can use to succeed.
· Critical thinking. Critical thinking creates the skills that are essential in all varieties of learning as they help the student be able to understand, evaluate and compare their work using different techniques, sources and research. This benefits with digital learning and learning in the classroom combined.
· Time management. This strategy helps students adapt to sticking to timetables and deadlines which are crucial for succeeding in education. Time management creates a routine for the student which reduces stress levels while studying, avoids last minute studying. This will create a steady routine to address challenges students may face later on after education and in future career development. 
· Note taking. This is a successful strategy students can use to succeed as it is beneficial skill that will enable them further later on during in higher learning. Note taking creates more organised preparation for students refer back to what has been taught previously in lessons or what they may have found through research. It enhances listening and memory skills and helps the student to learn independent learning skills. This prevents challenges the student may face such as falling behind or missing work. Note taking allows the student to take in the information at a quicker pace.
Conclusion
Technology always evolving and adapting can lead to students facing both challenges and opportunities in the digital era. The flexibility and freedom that digital learning provides can pose as a challenge due to the lack of resources that may be available but also an opportunity in making it easier to learn almost anywhere.
The strategies provided make it a more efficient way for the student to succeed even if there are some challenges on the way. All three strategies can be a crucial contribution to the way a student learns and takes in information benefitting them throughout their studies in higher education.
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KEY ACADEMIC SKILLS IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Time Management

Time management is a key skill for higher education students to learn as it helps manage the
workload and stress levels they may face transitioning to higher education.
Tabuenca, B., Greller, W. & Verpoorten(2022)

Critical Thinking

Critical thinking is a key skill needed for students to adapt to their ways of understanding
online sources and research by analysing, breaking it down and reflecting on their work.
Kerruish, E. (2025)

Note Taking

Note taking helps students with their memory, organisational skills and help
create structure by writing effective notes.
Salame, I. I., Tuba, M. and Nujhat , M. (2024)

CONCLUSION

THESE SKILLS HELP ENHANCE STUDENT LEARNING AS THEY ARE A VERY
EFFICIENT USE OF STUDYING. THESE SKILLS ENABLE STUDENTS TO PROGRESS
FURTHER IN DIGITAL LEARNING AND FACE FURTHER OPPORTUNITIES GIVEN TO

THEM.
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