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In this workshop you should get into groups (2-3 people) and then debate the key question: Does the Roman system seem closer to some modern democracies than the “direct democracy of Athens”? In your groups, think of arguments for and against this view. As a group, you should then decide which position you find most convincing. The groups will then share their ideas with the whole class.

While considering this main question, you might also wish to ponder the following issues: 
1. Can you think of elements of the Republican system of Rome that seem similar to the democratic system in America (or indeed other presidential systems)? 
2. Are there any features of the Athenian democratic system that you can also identify in modern democracies or is it more alien? 
3. Does it make a difference if a system is a presidential one or a parliamentary one? 
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