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answer twenty QUESTIONS OUT of twenty five in section A


answer four questions out of eight in section B

Equipment or materials required – None
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SECTION A (20% OF THE EXAMINATION)

ANSWER TWENTY QUESTIONS

Each question is worth 1 mark.
You should look to spend no longer than 20 minutes on this section.

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]What are the main types of evidences used in Environmental Archaeology?
2. Name 2 characteristics of a mollusc that control where the animal will live.
3. Name two commonly occurring land or freshwater snails that have been used by archaeologists to infer something about the age of the deposits associated with these species. 
4. What is a river terrace and name one archaeological site associated with a river terrace in Britain. 
5. Give two reasons why environments in the past may change over time. 
6. Define i) interglacial and ii) periglacial 
7. What are solifluction deposits and where are you most likely to find them? 
8. Give two reasons why environments in the past may change over time. 
9. What do you understand by the term ‘uniformitarianism’? 
10. Binford wanted New Archaeology to have three main aims, list two of them. 
11. What are three main functions of bone? 
12. Give two reasons why juvenile bone does not survive as well as adult bone. 
13. What is an allochthonous fauna? 
14. What is biostratigraphy?
15. What is the ‘blitzkrieg’ model of faunal extinction? 
16. What is the difference between absolute and relative dating? 
17. With reference to archaeological dating, define accuracy and precision. 
18. Give two examples of radiometric dating techniques. 
19. How can past coastal change be identified?
20. Name two tree species used for historical / archaeological dendrochronology.
21. How can dendrochronology be used to study past environmental change?
22. What artefacts/ecofacts survive particularly well in wetland burial environments?
23. In what form are plant macrofossils likely to be preserved on a dryland archaeological site? Give two examples.
24. Describe two features of pollen grains and spores which make them useful in the study of vegetation history.
25. Name two of the three main plant components indicative of crop processing that are likely to be found in a charred plant macrofossil assemblage.












SECTION B

ANSWER FOUR QUESTIONS OUT OF EIGHT GIVEN

Section B (worth 80% of the exam)
Each question is worth 20 marks.

1. When considering the fills of a ditch how are the molluscs present in the primary and secondary fills likely to reflect a variety of micro-environments? MB

2. Why is it important for archaeologists to understand the nature and speed of past landscape change?  Please illustrate your answer with real examples. MB

3. Pleistocene archaeological remains are often found in association with fluvial (river) sediments.  With reference to one river system explain how artefacts have been dated and correlated with the Marine Isotope Records used in Quaternary research.  MB

4. Outline the case for the depletion of and extinction of the Pleistocene megafauna due to human-animal relationships. Illustrate your answer with specific examples from one continent only. RC

5. In terms of trace elements (toxic and non-toxic), evaluate if is it the case that we are what we eat. RC

6. Using one or two cave sites as examples, demonstrate how having a ‘population’ preserved in a cave environment allows archaeologists to address a wider range of interpretations about past humans or animals. RC

7. What are the underlying assumptions upon which radiocarbon dating is based? How are major issues with these assumptions addressed?

8. How do the soil conditions and geology affect the survival of biological remains on a dryland site and hence the palaeo-environmental evidence that can be obtained? Please illustrate your answer with examples.
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