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REPORT

Coal helped to power Britain’s Industrial Revolution, which changed the world’s economy 
but with it came human cost of lives and ill health.  High levels of clouds of smoke from 
burning coal and low lying fog especially in South Wales.  People working in the mines 
resulted in some miners suffering chronic ill health such as the black disease.  Communities 
and families were split because mines were closed people lost their lively hood.  
         
           "It's much cheaper to build decentralized solar than it is to put in a grid with a            standard fossil fuel infrastructure”. 
"So that's both solar and wind (power). And when the sun is shining and the wind is blowing together, the capacity of renewables now generates of lot of electricity”.

Britain’s last deep coal mine closed in 2015.  Therefore there was a necessity to find work  
for people that were unemployed and what alternative use of the land where the mines used 
to be.  Solar and wind power (wind turbines and solar panels )  and harness energy from the 
sea, not sure of the results of this have concluded.  For wind power it is preferable to place 
the turbines to be located on high ground and Llanelli is on low lying fertile land.  Leisure 
centres have been developed since the closure of the mines such as Lady Stepney Educational 
Centre (descendant of the Stepney family - coal industry) with outdoor activities such as 
Archery and study trips off shore.  Also at the centre there is accommodation for the children 
to stay in.  There is Traeth Cefn Sidan with activities such as horse riding that tourist can 
participate in.    Llanelli Wildfowl and Wetland Centre has been developed to attract tourist 
to the area .  The hospitality seems to be their main attraction whereas the birds should be 
given more attention.  To keep the fox from taking the wildlife and keep them safe.  The birds 
and poultry should have more room to pursue their everyday activities.  Huts could be built in 
the centre of the ponds for shelter.   Llanelli have been given funds from EEC to assist 
European projects to develop economically communities  in former coalfield areas.  The 
European projects – Objective 1/ESF/ERDF/Intereg B programmes.

Nicola Jones Tata Steel (job title: Packaging Recycling Manager – based at Trostre tinplate 
works was the Guest Speaker and outlined how Tata Steel operated from day to day.
  Port Talbot Tata Steel works imports limestone, coal and iron ore from all over the world 
which is shipped into the works and made into steel coils. It also recycles all the steel the 
councils collect at kerbside across Wales and makes this into steel coils in the process.
The works recycles as much heat as they can from the steel making process to heat the offices 
on site.   The site is 5 miles long by 3 miles wide and has close links  to railway  and the M4 .  
Old steel is recycled.   It imports iron ore from China, and limestone  from Brazil, Peru and 
Australia.  It is situated in Port Talbot because of the rise and fall of the deep water.  Three 
cranes are used to off load the raw material.  Grabs are 10 ft. and carry 70 tons.  Nearby is a 
private Beach and is tested regularly by Welsh Water plus they have two lagoons which are 
re-useable.  The site is regularly tested for effluent as a precautionary.   Limestone is stored 
in slag heaps.  At Port Talbot 3,500 are employed directly and 3,500 are contractors.   

600 are employed at Trostre and about 600 are contractors.  The first part of the steel making 
process at Port Talbot is to make Pig Iron and coal into coke is used in this process  to 
provide the heat for furnaces.  Iron ore to smelt into Pig Iron and limestone powder to remove  
the impurities throughout the smelting process.  Once the Pig Iron Iron has been smelted it is 
placed into giant torpedo tubes of up to 300 tonnes and these are transported by train  to the 
Boss plant at Port Talbot and then they are converted into steel coils (2inch thick).  These 
steel coils are transported by train to Trostre and are turned into Tinplate for .the steel 
canning industry.  Some of these are lined that they do not rust.  Food – complete range of 
steels in a variety of gauges and coatings.  Protact a long term solution for the food industry.  
Aerosols – complete product range for bodies and components.  Protact providing a complete 
pack solution.  Beverage – High performance DWI wide solution for cans.  Robust pack 
performance through the chain.  General Line  - Steels for a wide range of products 
applications and filling processes.

A visit was also made to the Wildlife and Wetland Trust was set up to regenerate this area of 
Llanelli and near Afon Llwchwr which was based in Bynea.  Offering an unforgettable 
learning experiences for children and adults alike and linked to the national curriculum where 
you learn about nature and about habitat of various wild birds.  Sarah Rees was our Guide 
and explained the purpose of the centre and covered 200 acres.  Next to the centre was 
the Trostre Tinplate works and the site covered 250 acres  and was set up to attract visitor to 
the area.   The fox was the greatest threat to these birds and therefore were well fenced   in 
and this restricted their movements and habits as it was quite overcrowded.  The centre was 
opened by Sir Peter Scott in 1946.  
Feeding the birds – recommended not to feed birds with bread because of their digestive 
system.  Bags of food available at the information desk and shop.  A good place to start was 
at the top near the Flamingo bay just outside the centre.  Advised how to feed the bird was to 
kneel down, and keep hands low and flat to encourage them to come over to you and nibble 
the food (mainly seeds and grains).  If you are nervous about the friendly nenes (Hawaiian 
geese) they will nibble gently from you hand as they don’t feel threatened.
Visit the couple of red-crown Cranes -  If you are lucky you might see them perform their 
elaborate courtship dance.   Foraging for food in the long with their long beak just like other 
birds.
Caribbean flamingos at Llanelli Centre  -  the grey flamingos are the grey ones.  
Flamingos become brighter pink as they mature.  Flamingos hide inside the shelter during 
icy and windy days and only come out during  good weather.  There are six species of 
flamingos  in the world : greater, lesser,  Caribbean, Chilean, Andrean and James’s 
flamingos.
Visit the Observatory to get wider view of wild birds  -  During spring and summer 
months view colony of black-headed gulls.  Very noisy when exhibiting, mate and feeding 
their young.  From this observatory viewing the curlew and the moorhen, who lived wild on 
the farm and distinguished by their bird song during quieter moments.
During Spring and Summer  Water Vole City  - Spot the dragonflies and damselflies in 
their habitat of twigs and stems.  Listen for singing reed warblers, blackcaps and chiffchaffs 
during Summer. 

   

 






