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Euripides Medea lines 214 – 234

Women of Corinth, I come out of the house in case you find some fault with me;  for I know that many men are arrogant, some out of sight, but others out in public;  but there are other men who from their quiet pace get a name for impiety and laziness.  For justice is not there in the eyes of men, when someone before he has learned thoroughly the heart of any man, hates him on sight, although he has not been wronged.  Therefore it is even more necessary for a stranger to make himself most agreeable to a city;  I don't praise a citizen who being willful is harsh to fellow-citizens through crassness.  This situation which has befallen me has destroyed my being.  I am ruined and having cast away the delight of living I long to be dead, friends.  As for the man who was everything to me, I understand it well, the worst of men has turned out to be my husband.  Of all things which are alive and have understanding we women are the most wretched creatures;  who firstly must buy a husband at an extravagant price and have obtained a master for our bodies;  for this evil is even more painful then the first.
